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Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘‘Gen-
eral Land Office’’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of 
this title. 

§ 891. Abandoned railroad lands; reentry 

When at the time of such withdrawal as afore-
said, valid preemption or homestead claims ex-
isted upon any lands within the limits of any 
such grants which afterward were abandoned, 
and, under the decisions and rulings of the Land 
Department, were reentered by preemption or 
homestead claimants who have complied with 
the laws governing preemption or homestead en-
tries, and shall make the proper proofs required 
under such laws, such entries shall be deemed 
valid, and patents shall issue therefor to the 
person entitled thereto. 

(Apr. 21, 1876, ch. 72, § 2, 19 Stat. 35.)

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 892. Entries after expiration of grant 

All such preemption and homestead entries 
which may have been made by permission of the 
Land Department, or in pursuance of the rules 
and instructions thereof, within the limits of 
any land grant at a time subsequent to expira-
tion of such grant, shall be deemed valid, and a 
compliance with the laws and the making of the 
proof required shall entitle the holder of such 
claim to a patent therefor. 

(Apr. 21, 1876, ch. 72, § 3, 19 Stat. 36.)

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 893. Rights of permissive settlers on railroad 
lands restored to public domain 

All persons who shall have settled and made 
valuable and permanent improvements upon any 
odd-numbered section of land within any rail-
road withdrawal in good faith and with the per-
mission or license of the railroad company for 
whose benefit the same shall have been made, 
and with the expectation of purchasing of such 
company the land so settled upon, which land so 
settled upon and improved, may, for any cause, 

be restored to the public domain, and who, at 
the time of such restoration, may not be enti-
tled to enter and acquire title to such land 
under the homestead laws of the United States, 
shall be permitted, at any time within three 
months after such restoration, and under such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of the In-
terior, or such officer as he may designate, may 
prescribe, to purchase not to exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres in extent of the same by legal 
subdivisions, at the price of $2.50 per acre, and to 
receive patents therefor. 

(Jan. 13, 1881, ch. 19, 21 Stat. 315; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 
561, §§ 1, 4, 26 Stat. 1095, 1097; Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 208, 
27 Stat. 593; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Secretary of the Interior, or such officer as he may 
designate,’’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of 
this title. 

§ 894. Adjustment of land grants to railroads 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed as of March 3, 1887, to adjust, in accord-
ance with the decisions of the Supreme Court, 
each of the railroad land grants made by Con-
gress to aid in the construction of railroads and 
theretofore unadjusted. 

(Mar. 3, 1887, ch. 376, § 1, 24 Stat. 556.) 

§ 895. Cancellation of patents erroneously issued; 
reconveyance 

If it shall appear, upon the completion of such 
adjustments, respectively, or sooner, that lands 
were, from any cause, prior to March 3, 1887, er-
roneously certified or patented, by the United 
States, to or for the use or benefit of any com-
pany claiming by, through, or under grant from 
the United States, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Interior to thereupon demand from such 
company a relinquishment or reconveyance to 
the United States of all such lands, whether 
within granted or indemnity limits; and if such 
company shall neglect or fail to so reconvey 
such lands to the United States within ninety 
days after the aforesaid demand shall have been 
made, it shall thereupon be the duty of the At-
torney General to commence and prosecute in 
the proper courts the necessary proceedings to 
cancel all patents, certification, or other evi-
dence of title prior to March 3, 1887, issued for 
such lands, and to restore the title thereof to 
the United States. 

(Mar. 3, 1887, ch. 376, § 2, 24 Stat. 556.) 

§ 896. Erroneous cancellation of bona fide entries 
corrected 

If, in the adjustment of said grants, it shall 
appear that the homestead or preemption entry 
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