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(B) Independent review 

The methodology for developing the esti-
mates under subparagraph (A) shall be sub-
ject to periodic independent review to ensure 
compliance with subparagraph (D). 

(C) Schedule 

The Secretary concerned shall submit an 
estimate under subparagraph (A) during—

(i) the first week of March of each year; 
(ii) the first week of May of each year; 
(iii) the first week of July of each year; 

and 
(iv) if a bill making appropriations for 

the Department of the Interior and the 
Forest Service for the following fiscal year 
has not been enacted by September 1, the 
first week of September of each year. 

(D) Requirements 

An estimate of anticipated wildfire sup-
pression costs shall be developed using the 
best available—

(i) climate, weather, and other relevant 
data; and 

(ii) models and other analytic tools. 

(i) Termination of authority 

The authority of the Secretary concerned to 
use the FLAME Fund established for that Sec-
retary shall terminate at the end of the third 
fiscal year in which no appropriations to, or 
withdrawals from, that FLAME Fund have been 
made for a period of three consecutive fiscal 
years. Upon termination of such authority, any 
amounts remaining in the affected FLAME 
Fund shall be transferred to, and made a part of, 
the Wildland Fire Management appropriation 
account of the Secretary concerned for wildland 
suppression activities. 

(Pub. L. 111–88, div. A, title V, § 502, Oct. 30, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2968.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Federal Land As-
sistance, Management, and Enhancement Act of 2009, 
also known as the FLAME Act of 2009, and also as part 
of the Department of the Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010, and not as 
part of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1748a–1. Request for additional wildfire sup-
pression funds 

If the amount provided for wildfire suppres-
sion operations for that fiscal year will be ex-
hausted within 30 calendar days, the Secretary 
of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture 
(as applicable), in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
shall promptly submit a request to Congress for 
supplemental appropriations. 

(Pub. L. 115–141, div. O, title I, § 103, Mar. 23, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1060.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Wildfire Suppres-
sion Funding and Forest Management Activities Act, 

and also as part of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2018, and not as part of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 which comprises this chap-
ter. 

§ 1748a–2. Reporting requirements 

(a) In general 

Not later than 90 days after the end of the fis-
cal year for which additional new budget au-
thority is used, pursuant to section 
901(b)(2)(F)(i) of title 2, as added by section 102 of 
this division, the Secretary of the Interior or 
the Secretary of Agriculture (as applicable), in 
consultation with the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, shall—

(1) prepare an annual report with respect to 
the additional new budget authority; 

(2) submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions, the Budget, and Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, the Budget, and En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate the 
annual report prepared under paragraph (1); 
and 

(3) make the report prepared under para-
graph (1) available to the public. 

(b) Components 

The annual report prepared under subsection 
(a)(1) shall—

(1) document obligations and outlays of the 
additional new budget authority for wildfire 
suppression operations; 

(2) identify risk-based factors that influ-
enced management decisions with respect to 
wildfire suppression operations; 

(3) analyze a statistically significant sample 
of large fires, including an analysis for each 
fire of—

(A) cost drivers; 
(B) the effectiveness of risk management 

techniques and whether fire operations 
strategy tracked the risk assessment; 

(C) any resulting ecological or other bene-
fits to the landscape; 

(D) the impact of investments in wildfire 
suppression operations preparedness; 

(E) effectiveness of wildfire suppression op-
erations, including an analysis of resources 
lost versus dollars invested; 

(F) effectiveness of any fuel treatments on 
fire behavior and suppression expenditures; 

(G) levels of exposure experienced by fire-
fighters; 

(H) suggested corrective actions; and 
(I) any other factors the Secretary of the 

Interior or Secretary of Agriculture (as ap-
plicable) determines to be appropriate;

(4) include an accounting of overall fire man-
agement and spending by the Department of 
the Interior or the Department of Agriculture, 
which shall be analyzed by fire size, cost, re-
gional location, and other factors; 

(5) describe any lessons learned in the con-
duct of wildfire suppression operations; and 

(6) include any other elements that the Sec-
retary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agri-
culture (as applicable) determines to be nec-
essary. 

(Pub. L. 115–141, div. O, title I, § 104, Mar. 23, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1061.)
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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 102 of this division, referred to in subsec. (a), 
means section 102 of div. O of Pub. L. 115–141. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Wildfire Suppres-
sion Funding and Forest Management Activities Act, 
and also as part of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2018, and not as part of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 which comprises this chap-
ter. 

§ 1748b. Cohesive wildfire management strategy 

(a) Strategy required 

Not later than one year after October 30, 2009, 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of Agriculture, acting jointly, shall submit to 
Congress a report that contains a cohesive wild-
fire management strategy, consistent with the 
recommendations described in recent reports of 
the Government Accountability Office regarding 
management strategies. 

(b) Elements of strategy 

The strategy required by subsection (a) shall 
provide for—

(1) the identification of the most cost-effec-
tive means for allocating fire management 
budget resources; 

(2) the reinvestment in non-fire programs by 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture; 

(3) employing the appropriate management 
response to wildfires; 

(4) assessing the level of risk to commu-
nities; 

(5) the allocation of hazardous fuels reduc-
tion funds based on the priority of hazardous 
fuels reduction projects; 

(6) assessing the impacts of climate change 
on the frequency and severity of wildfire; and 

(7) studying the effects of invasive species on 
wildfire risk. 

(c) Revision 

At least once during each five-year period be-
ginning on the date of the submission of the co-
hesive wildfire management strategy under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall revise the strat-
egy to address any changes affecting the strat-
egy, including changes with respect to land-
scape, vegetation, climate, and weather. 

(Pub. L. 111–88, div. A, title V, § 503, Oct. 30, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2971.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Federal Land As-
sistance, Management, and Enhancement Act of 2009, 
also known as the FLAME Act of 2009, and also as part 
of the Department of the Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010, and not as 
part of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976 which comprises this chapter.

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 13855. PROMOTING ACTIVE MANAGEMENT OF 
AMERICA’S FORESTS, RANGELANDS, AND OTHER FED-
ERAL LANDS TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS AND REDUCE 
WILDFIRE RISK 

Ex. Ord. No. 13855, Dec. 21, 2018, 84 F.R. 45, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States 
to protect people, communities, and watersheds, and to 
promote healthy and resilient forests, rangelands, and 
other Federal lands by actively managing them 
through partnerships with States, tribes, communities, 
non-profit organizations, and the private sector. For 
decades, dense trees and undergrowth have amassed in 
these lands, fueling catastrophic wildfires. These condi-
tions, along with insect infestation, invasive species, 
disease, and drought, have weakened our forests, range-
lands, and other Federal lands, and have placed com-
munities and homes at risk of damage from cata-
strophic wildfires. 

Active management of vegetation is needed to treat 
these dangerous conditions on Federal lands but is 
often delayed due to challenges associated with regu-
latory analysis and current consultation requirements. 
In addition, land designations and policies can reduce 
emergency responder access to Federal land and re-
strict management practices that can promote wild-
fire-resistant landscapes. With the same vigor and com-
mitment that characterizes our efforts to fight 
wildfires, we must actively manage our forests, range-
lands, and other Federal lands to improve conditions 
and reduce wildfire risk. 

In recognition of these regulatory, policy, and coordi-
nating challenges, the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture (the Secretaries) each shall 
implement the following policies in their respective de-
partments: 

(a) Shared Management Priorities. The goal of Fed-
eral fire management policy for forests, rangelands, 
and other Federal lands shall be to agree on a set of 
shared priorities with Federal land managers, States, 
tribes, and other landowners to manage fire risk across 
landscapes. 

(b) Coordinating Federal, State, Tribal, and Local As-
sets. Wildfire prevention and suppression and post-wild-
fire restoration require a variety of assets and skills 
across landscapes. Federal, State, tribal, and local gov-
ernments should coordinate the deployment of appro-
priate assets and skills to restore our landscapes and 
communities after damage caused by fires and to help 
reduce hazardous fuels through active forest manage-
ment in order to protect communities, critical infra-
structure, and natural and cultural resources. 

(c) Removing Hazardous Fuels, Increasing Active 
Management, and Supporting Rural Economies. Post-
fire assessments show that reducing vegetation 
through hazardous fuel management and strategic for-
est health treatments is effective in reducing wildfire 
severity and loss. Actions must be taken across land-
scapes to prioritize treatments in order to enhance fuel 
reduction and forest-restoration projects that protect 
life and property, and to benefit rural economies 
through encouraging utilization of the by-products of 
forest restoration. 

SEC. 2. Goals. (a) To protect communities and water-
sheds, to better prevent catastrophic wildfires, and to 
improve the health of America’s forests, rangelands, 
and other Federal lands, the Secretaries shall each de-
velop goals and implementation plans for wildfire pre-
vention activities and programs in their respective de-
partments. In the development of such goals and plans: 

(i) The Secretary of the Interior shall review the Sec-
retary’s 2019 budget justifications and give all due con-
sideration to establishing the following objectives for 
2019, as feasible and appropriate in light of those budget 
justifications, and consistent with applicable law and 
available appropriations: 

(A) Treating 750,000 acres of Department of the In-
terior (DOI)-administered lands to reduce fuel loads; 

(B) Treating 500,000 acres of DOI-administered lands 
to protect water quality and mitigate severe flooding 
and erosion risks arising from forest fires; 

(C) Treating 750,000 acres of DOI-administered lands 
for native and invasive species; 
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