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portation for Tomorrow Act of 2015, the work-
ing group commissioned under paragraph (2)
shall submit its recommendations to the Di-
rector.

(d) AcCCESS TO DATA.—The Director shall en-
sure that—
(1) the statistics compiled under this sec-
tion—
(A) are readily accessible to the public;
and
(B) are consistent with applicable security
constraints and confidentiality interests;
and

(2) the data acquired, regardless of source,
shall be protected in accordance with section
3572 of title 44.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title VI, §6018(a),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1576; amended Pub. L.
115-435, title III, §302(c)(3)(B), Jan. 14, 2019, 132
Stat. 55653; Pub. L. 116-260, div. AA, title V,
§512(c)(7)(A)(i1), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2757.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of the enactment of the Transportation for
Tomorrow Act of 2015, referred to in subsec. (¢)(2), (3),
is the date of enactment of title VI of div. A of Pub. L.
114-94, which was approved Dec. 4, 2015.

AMENDMENTS

2020—Subsec. (¢)(2)(G). Pub. L. 116-260 substituted
“Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-
poration” for ‘‘Saint Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation”.

2019—Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 115435 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 3572 of title 44.” for ‘‘the Confidential Information
Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (44
U.S.C. 3501 note; Public Law 107-347).”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2019 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 115-435 effective 180 days after
Jan. 14, 2019, see section 403 of Pub. L. 115-435, set out
as a note under section 306 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub.
L. 114-94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-
ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

TRANSITIONAL AND SAVINGS PROVISIONS

For transitional and savings provisions related to the
amendment of this section and other provisions of law
by title IIT of Pub. L. 115-435, see section 302(d) of Pub.
L. 115435, set out as a note under section 3561 of Title
44, Public Printing and Documents.
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§6501. Annual modal research plans

(a) MODAL PLANS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than May 1 of
each year, the head of each modal administra-
tion and joint program office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation shall submit to the
Assistant Secretary for Research and Tech-
nology of the Department of Transportation
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(referred to in this chapter as the ‘‘Assistant
Secretary’’) a comprehensive annual modal re-
search plan for the upcoming fiscal year and a
detailed outlook for the following fiscal year.

(2) RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN.—Each
plan submitted under paragraph (1), after the
plan required in 2016, shall be consistent with
the strategic plan developed under section
6503.

(b) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 1
of each year, the Assistant Secretary, for each
plan and outlook submitted pursuant to sub-
section (a), shall—

(A) review the scope of the research; and

(B)(i) approve the plan and outlook; or

(ii) request that the plan and outlook be
revised and resubmitted for approval.

(2) PUBLICATIONS.—Not later than January 30
of each year, the Secretary shall publish on a
public website each plan and outlook that has
been approved under paragraph (1)(B)@).

(3) REJECTION OF DUPLICATIVE RESEARCH EF-
FORTS.—The Assistant Secretary may not ap-
prove any plan submitted by the head of a
modal administration or joint program office
pursuant to subsection (a) if any of the
projects described in the plan duplicate sig-
nificant aspects of research efforts of any
other modal administration.

(c) FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—No funds may be
expended by the Department of Transportation
on research that has been determined by the As-
sistant Secretary under subsection (b)(3) to be
duplicative unless—

(1) the research is required by an Act of Con-
gress;

(2) the research was part of a contract that
was funded before the date of enactment of
this chapter;

(3) the research updates previously commis-
sioned research; or

(4) the Assistant Secretary certifies to Con-
gress that such research is necessary, and pro-
vides justification for such certification.

(d) CERTIFICATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall annu-
ally certify to Congress that—
(A) each modal research plan has been re-
viewed; and
(B) there is no duplication of study for re-
search directed, commissioned, or conducted
by the Department of Transportation.

(2) CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN.—If the Sec-
retary, after submitting a certification under
paragraph (1), identifies duplication of re-
search within the Department of Transpor-
tation, the Secretary shall—

(A) notify Congress of the duplicative re-
search; and

(B) submit to Congress a corrective action
plan to eliminate the duplicative research.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title VI, §6019(b)(1),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1578.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this chapter, referred to in
subsec. (¢)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 114-94,
which was approved Dec. 4, 2015.
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