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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out an Effec-
tive Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106 of
this title.

FINDINGS

Pub. L. 108-176, title III, §302, Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat.
2533, provided that: ‘‘Congress finds that—

‘(1) airports play a major role in interstate and for-
eign commerce;

‘(2) congestion and delays at our Nation’s major
airports have a significant negative impact on our
Nation’s economy;

“(3) airport capacity enhancement projects at con-
gested airports are a national priority and should be
constructed on an expedited basis;

‘“(4) airport capacity enhancement projects must
include an environmental review process that pro-
vides local citizenry an opportunity for consideration
of and appropriate action to address environmental
concerns; and

‘“(5) the Federal Aviation Administration, airport
authorities, communities, and other Federal, State,
and local government agencies must work together to
develop a plan, set and honor milestones and dead-
lines, and work to protect the environment while sus-
taining the economic vitality that will result from
the continued growth of aviation.”’

LIMITATIONS

Pub. L. 108-176, title III, §308, Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat.
2539, provided that: ‘“‘Nothing in this subtitle [subtitle
A (8§§301-309) of title III of Pub. L. 108-176, enacting this
subchapter, amending sections 40104, 47106, and 47504 of
this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes
under this section], including any amendment made by
this title [enacting this subchapter and amending sec-
tions 40104, 40128, 47106, 47503, and 47504 of this title],
shall preempt or interfere with—

‘(1) any practice of seeking public comment;

‘“(2) any power, jurisdiction, or authority that a
State agency or an airport sponsor has with respect
to carrying out an airport capacity enhancement
project; and

‘4(3) any obligation to comply with the provisions of
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4371 [4321] et seq.) and the regulations issued
by the Council on Environmental Quality to carry
out such Act.”

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Pub. L. 108-176, title III, §309, Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat.
2540, provided that: ‘“The coordinated review process re-
quired under the amendments made by this subtitle
[enacting this subchapter and amending sections 40104,
47106, and 47504 of this title] shall apply to an airport
capacity enhancement project at a congested airport
whether or not the project is designated by the Sec-
retary of Transportation as a high-priority transpor-
tation infrastructure project under Executive Order
13274 [49 U.S.C. 301 note] (67 Fed. Reg. 59449; relating to
environmental stewardship and transportation infra-
structure project reviews).”

§47172. Air traffic procedures for airport capac-
ity enhancement projects at congested air-
ports

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration may consider
prescribing flight procedures to avoid or mini-
mize potentially significant adverse noise im-
pacts of an airport capacity enhancement
project at a congested airport that involves the
construction of new runways or the reconfigura-
tion of existing runways during the environ-
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mental planning process for the project. If the
Administrator determines that noise mitigation
flight procedures are consistent with safe and ef-
ficient use of the navigable airspace, the Admin-
istrator may commit, at the request of the air-
port sponsor and in a manner consistent with
applicable Federal law, to prescribing such pro-
cedures in any record of decision approving the
project.

(b) MODIFICATION.—Notwithstanding any com-
mitment by the Administrator under subsection
(a), the Administrator may initiate changes to
such procedures if necessary to maintain safety
and efficiency in light of new information or
changed circumstances.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title III, §304(a), Dec. 12,
2003, 117 Stat. 2537.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out an Effec-
tive Date of 20038 Amendment note under section 106 of
this title.

§47173. Airport funding of FAA staff

(a) ACCEPTANCE OF SPONSOR-PROVIDED
FUNDS.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration may accept funds from an air-
port sponsor, including funds provided to the
sponsor under section 47114(c), to hire additional
staff or obtain the services of consultants—

(1) to facilitate the timely processing, re-
view, and completion of environmental activi-
ties associated with an airport development
project;

(2) to conduct special environmental studies
related to an airport project funded with Fed-
eral funds;

(3) to conduct special studies or reviews to
support approved noise compatibility meas-
ures described in part 150 of title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations;

(4) to conduct special studies or reviews to
support environmental mitigation in a record
of decision or finding of no significant impact
by the Federal Aviation Administration; and

(5) to facilitate the timely processing, re-
view, and completion of environmental activi-
ties associated with new or amended flight
procedures, including performance-based navi-
gation procedures, such as required navigation
performance procedures and area navigation
procedures.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION.—Instead of
payment from an airport sponsor from funds ap-
portioned to the sponsor under section 47114, the
Administrator, with agreement of the sponsor,
may transfer funds that would otherwise be ap-
portioned to the sponsor under section 47114 to
the account used by the Administrator for ac-
tivities described in subsection (a).

(¢) RECEIPTS CREDITED AS OFFSETTING COLLEC-
TIONS.—Notwithstanding section 3302 of title 31,
any funds accepted under this section, except
funds transferred pursuant to subsection (b)—

(1) shall be credited as offsetting collections
to the account that finances the activities and
services for which the funds are accepted;
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