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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–614, § 3(e)(3), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3193, 
substituted ‘‘passage’’ for ‘‘disapproval’’ in item 912. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–17, § 2, Apr. 6, 1977, 91 Stat. 29, reen-
acted chapter heading and items 901 to 903, 905 to 909, 
and 911 without change, substituted ‘‘plan’’ for ‘‘plans’’ 
in item 904 and ‘‘Introduction and reference of resolu-
tion’’ for ‘‘Reference of resolution to committee’’ in 
item 910, inserted ‘‘; vote on final disapproval’’ in item 
912, and omitted item 913 ‘‘Decisions without debate on 
motion to postpone or proceed’’. 

§ 901. Purpose 

(a) The Congress declares that it is the policy 
of the United States— 

(1) to promote the better execution of the 
laws, the more effective management of the 
executive branch and of its agencies and func-
tions, and the expeditious administration of 
the public business; 

(2) to reduce expenditures and promote econ-
omy to the fullest extent consistent with the 
efficient operation of the Government; 

(3) to increase the efficiency of the oper-
ations of the Government to the fullest extent 
practicable; 

(4) to group, coordinate, and consolidate 
agencies and functions of the Government, as 
nearly as may be, according to major pur-
poses; 

(5) to reduce the number of agencies by con-
solidating those having similar functions 
under a single head, and to abolish such agen-
cies or functions thereof as may not be nec-
essary for the efficient conduct of the Govern-
ment; and 

(6) to eliminate overlapping and duplication 
of effort. 

(b) Congress declares that the public interest 
demands the carrying out of the purposes of sub-
section (a) of this section and that the purposes 
may be accomplished in great measure by pro-
ceeding under this chapter, and can be accom-
plished more speedily thereby than by the en-
actment of specific legislation. 

(c) It is the intent of Congress that the Presi-
dent should provide appropriate means for broad 
citizen advice and participation in restructuring 
and reorganizing the executive branch. 

(d) The President shall from time to time ex-
amine the organization of all agencies and shall 
determine what changes in such organization 
are necessary to carry out any policy set forth 
in subsection (a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 394; Pub. L. 
92–179, § 1, Dec. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 574; Pub. L. 
95–17, § 2, Apr. 6, 1977, 91 Stat. 29.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derivation U.S. Code 
Revised Statutes and 

Statutes at Large 

.................. 5 U.S.C. 133z. June 20, 1949, ch. 226, § 2, 63 

Stat. 203. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘from time to time ex-
amine’’ are substituted for ‘‘examine and from time to 
time reexamine’’ since the initial examination has been 
executed. The words ‘‘of the Government’’ following 
‘‘agencies’’ are omitted as unnecessary in view of the 
definition of ‘‘agency’’ in section 902. In subsection 

(a)(1), the words ‘‘of the Government’’ following ‘‘exec-
utive branch’’ are omitted as unnecessary and to con-
form to the style of this title. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the defi-
nitions applicable and the style of this title as outlined 
in the preface to the report. 

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 901(c) of former Title 5, Executive Depart-
ments and Government Officers and Employees, was 
transferred to section 60e–2(a) of Title 2, The Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsecs. (a) to (d). Pub. L. 95–17 reenacted sub-
secs. (a) and (b) without change, added subsec. (c), and 
redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–179, § 1(a), substituted 
‘‘The Congress declares that it is the policy of the 
United States’’ for ‘‘The President shall from time to 
time examine the organization of all agencies and shall 
determine what changes therein are necessary to ac-
complish the following purposes’’ preceding par. (1). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 92–179, § 1(b), added subsec. (c) 
consisting of provisions formerly set out preceding par. 
(1) of subsec. (a). 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 98–614, § 1, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3192, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [amending sections 903 to 906 and 908 to 
912 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Reorganization 
Act Amendments of 1984’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–17, § 1, Apr. 6, 1977, 91 Stat. 29, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [amending this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Reorganization Act of 1977’.’’ 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION 

Pub. L. 100–527, § 17, Oct. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 2645, di-
rected President, within 30 days after Mar. 15, 1989, to 
make a determination as to whether the national inter-
est would be served by establishment of a National 
Commission on Executive Organization to review struc-
tural organization of executive branch of Federal Gov-
ernment, and stated that if President failed to transmit 
to Congress notification of his intent to establish such 
Commission section would cease to be effective 30 days 
after Mar. 15, 1989. [President did not transmit such no-
tification to Congress and thus section ceased to be ef-
fective 30 days after Mar. 15, 1989.] 

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 6166. REORGANIZATION OF EXECUTIVE 
AGENCIES GENERALLY 

Ex. Ord. No. 6166, June 10, 1933, provided: 

§ 1. PROCUREMENT 

The function of determination of policies and meth-
ods of procurement, warehousing, and distribution of 
property, facilities, structures, improvements, machin-
ery, equipment, stores, and supplies exercised by an 
agency is transferred to a Procurement Division in the 
Treasury Department, at the head of which shall be a 
Director of Procurement. 

The Office of the Supervising Architect of the Treas-
ury Department is transferred to the Procurement Di-
vision, except that the buildings of the Treasury De-
partment shall be administered by the Treasury De-
partment and the administration of post-office build-
ings is transferred to the Post Office Department. The 
General Supply Committee of the Treasury Depart-
ment is abolished. 
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