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1 See Change of Name note below. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–435, title VIII, § 803(a)(2), Dec. 20, 
2006, 120 Stat. 3252, added item 8909a. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–266, § 6(a)(2), Oct. 19, 1998, 112 Stat. 
2369, added item 8903b. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–654, title I, § 101(b), title II, 
§ 201(a)(2), title III, § 301(b), Nov. 14, 1988, 102 Stat. 3841, 
3845, 3846, added items 8902a, 8905a, and 8906a. 

Pub. L. 100–238, title I, § 108(a)(3)(B), Jan. 8, 1988, 101 
Stat. 1748, added item 8914. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–53, §§ 1(b)(2), 3(a)(2)(B), June 17, 1985, 
99 Stat. 94, 95, added item 8903a and inserted ‘‘or dis-
ability’’ after ‘‘and survivor’’ in item 8908. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–615, § 3(8), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3204, 
substituted ‘‘Information to individuals eligible to en-
roll’’ for ‘‘Information to employees’’ in item 8907. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–342, § 1(b), July 6, 1976, 90 Stat. 808, 
substituted ‘‘employees and survivor annuitants’’ for 
‘‘employee’’ in item 8908. 

§ 8901. Definitions 

For the purpose of this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘employee’’ means— 

(A) an employee as defined by section 2105 
of this title; 

(B) a Member of Congress as defined by 
section 2106 of this title; 

(C) a Congressional employee as defined by 
section 2107 of this title; 

(D) the President; 
(E) an individual first employed by the 

government of the District of Columbia be-
fore October 1, 1987; 

(F) an individual employed by Gallaudet 
College; 1 

(G) an individual employed by a county 
committee established under section 590h(b) 
of title 16; 

(H) an individual appointed to a position 
on the office staff of a former President 
under section 1(b) of the Act of August 25, 
1958 (72 Stat. 838); 

(I) an individual appointed to a position on 
the office staff of a former President, or a 
former Vice President under section 5 of the 
Presidential Transition Act of 1963, as 
amended (78 Stat. 153), who immediately be-
fore the date of such appointment was an 
employee as defined under any other sub-
paragraph of this paragraph; and 

(J) an individual who is employed by the 
Roosevelt Campobello International Park 
Commission and is a citizen of the United 
States, 

but does not include— 
(i) an employee of a corporation supervised 

by the Farm Credit Administration if pri-
vate interests elect or appoint a member of 
the board of directors; 

(ii) an individual who is not a citizen or 
national of the United States and whose per-
manent duty station is outside the United 
States, unless the individual was an em-
ployee for the purpose of this chapter on 
September 30, 1979, by reason of service in an 
Executive agency, the United States Postal 
Service, or the Smithsonian Institution in 
the area which was then known as the Canal 
Zone; 

(iii) an employee of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority; or 

(iv) an employee excluded by regulation of 
the Office of Personnel Management under 
section 8913(b) of this title; 

(2) ‘‘Government’’ means the Government of 
the United States and the government of the 
District of Columbia; 

(3) ‘‘annuitant’’ means— 
(A) an employee who retires— 

(i) on an immediate annuity under sub-
chapter III of chapter 83 of this title, or 
another retirement system for employees 
of the Government, after 5 or more years 
of service; 

(ii) under section 8412 or 8414 of this 
title; 

(iii) for disability under subchapter III of 
chapter 83 of this title, chapter 84 of this 
title, or another retirement system for 
employees of the Government; or 

(iv) on an immediate annuity under a re-
tirement system established for employees 
described in section 2105(c), in the case of 
an individual who elected under section 
8347(q)(2) or 8461(n)(2) to remain subject to 
such a system; 

(B) a member of a family who receives an 
immediate annuity as the survivor of an em-
ployee (including a family member entitled 
to an amount under section 8442(b)(1)(A), 
whether or not such family member is enti-
tled to an annuity under section 
8442(b)(1)(B)) or of a retired employee de-
scribed by subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph; 

(C) an employee who receives monthly 
compensation under subchapter I of chapter 
81 of this title and who is determined by the 
Secretary of Labor to be unable to return to 
duty; and 

(D) a member of a family who receives 
monthly compensation under subchapter I of 
chapter 81 of this title as the surviving bene-
ficiary of— 

(i) an employee who dies as a result of 
injury or illness compensable under that 
subchapter; or 

(ii) a former employee who is separated 
after having completed 5 or more years of 
service and who dies while receiving 
monthly compensation under that sub-
chapter and who has been held by the Sec-
retary to have been unable to return to 
duty; 

(4) ‘‘service’’, as used by paragraph (3) of this 
section, means service which is creditable 
under subchapter III of chapter 83 or chapter 
84 of this title; 

(5) ‘‘member of family’’ means the spouse of 
an employee or annuitant and an unmarried 
dependent child under 22 years of age, includ-
ing— 

(A) an adopted child or recognized natural 
child; and 

(B) a stepchild or foster child but only if 
the child lives with the employee or annu-
itant in a regular parent-child relationship; 

or such an unmarried dependent child regard-
less of age who is incapable of self-support be-
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