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(ii) improvements that need to be made 

to the metrics being used to measure the 

effectiveness of border security. 

(3) State of the Border report 

Not later than 60 days after the end of each 

fiscal year through fiscal year 2026, the Sec-

retary shall submit to the appropriate con-

gressional committees a ‘‘State of the Border’’ 

report that— 

(A) provides trends for each metric under 

this section for the last ten fiscal years, to 

the greatest extent possible; 

(B) provides selected analysis into related 

aspects of illegal flow rates, including un-

documented migrant flows and stock esti-

mation techniques; 

(C) provides selected analysis into related 

aspects of legal flow rates; and 

(D) includes any other information that 

the Secretary determines appropriate. 

(4) Metrics update 

(A) In general 

After submitting the tenth report to the 

Comptroller General under paragraph (1), 

the Secretary may reevaluate and update 

any of the metrics developed in accordance 

with this section to ensure that such metrics 

are suitable to measure the effectiveness of 

border security. 

(B) Congressional notification 

Not later than 30 days before updating the 

metrics pursuant to subparagraph (A), the 

Secretary shall notify the appropriate con-

gressional committees of such updates. 

(Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title X, § 1092, Dec. 23, 

2016, 130 Stat. 2429.) 

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, and not as part 

of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises 

this chapter. 

§ 224. Other reporting requirements 

(a) Unidentified remains 

(1) Reporting requirement 

Not later than 1 year after December 31, 

2020, and annually thereafter, the Commis-

sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

shall submit a report to the appropriate com-

mittees of Congress regarding all unidentified 

remains discovered, during the reporting pe-

riod, on or near the border between the United 

States and Mexico, including— 

(A) for each deceased person— 

(i) the cause and manner of death, if 

known; 

(ii) the sex, age (at time of death), and 

country of origin (if such information is 

determinable); and 

(iii) the location of each unidentified re-

main; 

(B) the total number of deceased people 

whose unidentified remains were discovered 

by U.S. Customs and Border Protection dur-

ing the reporting period; 

(C) to the extent such information is avail-

able to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 

the total number of deceased people whose 

unidentified remains were discovered by 

Federal, State, local or Tribal law enforce-

ment officers, military personnel, or medical 

examiners offices; 
(D) the efforts of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection to engage with nongovernmental 

organizations, institutions of higher edu-

cation, medical examiners and coroners, and 

law enforcement agencies— 
(i) to identify and map the locations at 

which migrant deaths occur; and 
(ii) to count the number of deaths that 

occur at such locations; and 

(E) a detailed description of U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection’s Missing Migrant 

Program, including how the program helps 

mitigate migrant deaths while maintaining 

border security. 

(2) Public disclosure 

Not later than 30 days after each report re-

quired under paragraph (1) is submitted, the 

Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection shall publish on the website of the 

agency the information described in subpara-

graphs (A), (B), and (C) of paragraph (1) during 

each reporting period. 

(b) Rescue beacons 

Not later than 1 year after December 31, 2020, 

and annually thereafter, the Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall sub-

mit a report to the appropriate committees of 

Congress regarding the use of rescue beacons 

along the border between the United States and 

Mexico, including, for the reporting period— 
(1) the number of rescue beacons in each bor-

der patrol sector; 
(2) the specific location of each rescue bea-

con; 
(3) the frequency with which each rescue 

beacon was activated by a person in distress; 
(4) a description of the nature of the distress 

that resulted in each rescue beacon activation 

(if such information is determinable); and 
(5) an assessment, in consultation with local 

stakeholders, including elected officials, non-

governmental organizations, and landowners, 

of necessary additional rescue beacons and 

recommendations for locations for deployment 

to reduce migrant deaths. 

(c) GAO report 

Not later than 6 months after the report re-

quired under subsection (a) is submitted to the 

appropriate committees of Congress, the Comp-

troller General of the United States shall sub-

mit a report to the same committees that de-

scribes— 
(1) how U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

collects and records border-crossing death 

data; 
(2) the differences (if any) in U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection border-crossing death 

data collection methodology across its sec-

tors; 
(3) how U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion’s data and statistical analysis on trends 

in the numbers, locations, causes, and charac-
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teristics of border-crossing deaths compare to 

other sources of data on these deaths, includ-

ing border county medical examiners and 

coroners and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention; 

(4) how U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

measures the effectiveness of its programs to 

mitigate migrant deaths; and 

(5) the extent to which U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection engages Federal, State, 

local, and Tribal governments, foreign diplo-

matic and consular posts, and nongovern-

mental organizations— 

(A) to accurately identify deceased indi-

viduals; 

(B) to resolve cases involving unidentified 

remains; 

(C) to resolve cases involving unidentified 

persons; and 

(D) to share information on missing per-

sons and unidentified remains, specifically 

with the National Missing and Unidentified 

Persons System (NamUs). 

(Pub. L. 116–277, § 5, Dec. 31, 2020, 134 Stat. 3370.) 

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of Missing Persons and 

Unidentified Remains Act of 2019, and not as part of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises this 

chapter. 

PART C—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 231. Transfer of certain agricultural inspection 
functions of the Department of Agriculture 

(a) Transfer of agricultural import and entry in-
spection functions 

There shall be transferred to the Secretary the 

functions of the Secretary of Agriculture relat-

ing to agricultural import and entry inspection 

activities under the laws specified in subsection 

(b). 

(b) Covered animal and plant protection laws 

The laws referred to in subsection (a) are the 

following: 

(1) The Act commonly known as the Virus- 

Serum-Toxin Act (the eighth paragraph under 

the heading ‘‘Bureau of Animal Industry’’ in 

the Act of March 4, 1913; 21 U.S.C. 151 et seq.). 

(2) Section 1 of the Act of August 31, 1922 

(commonly known as the Honeybee Act; 7 

U.S.C. 281). 

(3) Title III of the Federal Seed Act (7 U.S.C. 

1581 et seq.). 

(4) The Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 et 

seq.). 

(5) The Animal Health Protection Act (sub-

title E of title X of Public Law 107–171; 7 

U.S.C. 8301 et seq.). 

(6) The Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 

U.S.C. 3371 et seq.). 

(7) Section 11 of the Endangered Species Act 

of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1540). 

(c) Exclusion of quarantine activities 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘func-

tions’’ does not include any quarantine activi-

ties carried out under the laws specified in sub-

section (b). 

(d) Effect of transfer 

(1) Compliance with Department of Agriculture 
regulations 

The authority transferred pursuant to sub-

section (a) shall be exercised by the Secretary 

in accordance with the regulations, policies, 

and procedures issued by the Secretary of Ag-

riculture regarding the administration of the 

laws specified in subsection (b). 

(2) Rulemaking coordination 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall coordi-

nate with the Secretary whenever the Sec-

retary of Agriculture prescribes regulations, 

policies, or procedures for administering the 

functions transferred under subsection (a) 

under a law specified in subsection (b). 

(3) Effective administration 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-

retary of Agriculture, may issue such direc-

tives and guidelines as are necessary to ensure 

the effective use of personnel of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security to carry out the 

functions transferred pursuant to subsection 

(a). 

(e) Transfer agreement 

(1) Agreement required; revision 

Before the end of the transition period, as 

defined in section 541 of this title, the Sec-

retary of Agriculture and the Secretary shall 

enter into an agreement to effectuate the 

transfer of functions required by subsection 

(a) of this section. The Secretary of Agri-

culture and the Secretary may jointly revise 

the agreement as necessary thereafter. 

(2) Required terms 

The agreement required by this subsection 

shall specifically address the following: 

(A) The supervision by the Secretary of 

Agriculture of the training of employees of 

the Secretary to carry out the functions 

transferred pursuant to subsection (a). 

(B) The transfer of funds to the Secretary 

under subsection (f). 

(3) Cooperation and reciprocity 

The Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-

retary may include as part of the agreement 

the following: 

(A) Authority for the Secretary to perform 

functions delegated to the Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service of the Department 

of Agriculture regarding the protection of 

domestic livestock and plants, but not trans-

ferred to the Secretary pursuant to sub-

section (a). 

(B) Authority for the Secretary of Agri-

culture to use employees of the Department 

of Homeland Security to carry out authori-

ties delegated to the Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service regarding the pro-

tection of domestic livestock and plants. 

(f) Periodic transfer of funds to Department of 
Homeland Security 

(1) Transfer of funds 

Out of funds collected by fees authorized 

under sections 136 and 136a of title 21, the Sec-

retary of Agriculture shall transfer, from time 
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