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PART H—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

§ 451. Advisory committees 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may establish, appoint mem-

bers of, and use the services of, advisory com-

mittees, as the Secretary may deem necessary. 

An advisory committee established under this 

section may be exempted by the Secretary from 

Public Law 92–463, but the Secretary shall pub-

lish notice in the Federal Register announcing 

the establishment of such a committee and iden-

tifying its purpose and membership. Notwith-

standing the preceding sentence, members of an 

advisory committee that is exempted by the 

Secretary under the preceding sentence who are 

special Government employees (as that term is 

defined in section 202 of title 18) shall be eligible 

for certifications under subsection (b)(3) of sec-

tion 208 of title 18 for official actions taken as a 

member of such advisory committee. 

(b) Termination 

Any advisory committee established by the 

Secretary shall terminate 2 years after the date 

of its establishment, unless the Secretary makes 

a written determination to extend the advisory 

committee to a specified date, which shall not 

be more than 2 years after the date on which 

such determination is made. The Secretary may 

make any number of subsequent extensions con-

sistent with this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title VIII, § 871, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2243.) 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Public Law 92–463, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 

92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as amended, known as 

the Federal Advisory Committee Act, which is set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

§ 452. Reorganization 

(a) Reorganization 

The Secretary may allocate or reallocate func-

tions among the officers of the Department, and 

may establish, consolidate, alter, or discontinue 

organizational units within the Department, but 

only— 

(1) pursuant to section 542(b) of this title; or 

(2) after the expiration of 60 days after pro-

viding notice of such action to the appropriate 

congressional committees, which shall include 

an explanation of the rationale for the action. 

(b) Limitations 

(1) In general 

Authority under subsection (a)(1) does not 

extend to the abolition of any agency, entity, 

organizational unit, program, or function es-

tablished or required to be maintained by this 

chapter. 

(2) Abolitions 

Authority under subsection (a)(2) does not 

extend to the abolition of any agency, entity, 

organizational unit, program, or function es-

tablished or required to be maintained by stat-

ute. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title VIII, § 872, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2243.) 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 

2002, 116 Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security 

Act of 2002, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 

see Short Title note set out under section 101 of this 

title and Tables. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF OFFICE OF BIOMETRIC IDENTITY 

MANAGEMENT AND FEDERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICE 

Pub. L. 115–278, § 3, Nov. 16, 2018, 132 Stat. 4184, pro-

vided that: 

‘‘(a) OFFICE OF BIOMETRIC IDENTITY MANAGEMENT.— 

The Office of Biometric Identity Management of the 

Department of Homeland Security located in the Na-

tional Protection and Programs Directorate of the De-

partment of Homeland Security on the day before the 

date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 16, 2018] is hereby 

transferred to the Management Directorate of the De-

partment. 

‘‘(b) FEDERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the 

completion of the Government Accountability Office 

review of the organizational placement of the Federal 

Protective Service (authorized under section 1315 of 

title 40, United States Code), the Secretary of Home-

land Security shall determine the appropriate place-

ment of the Service within the Department of Home-

land Security and commence the transfer of the Serv-

ice to such component, directorate, or other office of 

the Department that the Secretary so determines ap-

propriate. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—If the Secretary of Homeland Se-

curity determines pursuant to paragraph (1) that no 

component, directorate, or other office of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security is an appropriate place-

ment for the Federal Protective Service, the Sec-

retary shall— 

‘‘(A) provide to the Committee on Homeland Se-

curity and the Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs of the Senate and the Office of Man-

agement and Budget a detailed explanation, in 

writing, of the reason for such determination that 

includes— 

‘‘(i) information on how the Department consid-

ered the Government Accountability Office re-

view described in such paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) a list of the components, directorates, or 

other offices of the Department that were consid-

ered for such placement; and 

‘‘(iii) information on why each such component, 

directorate, or other office of the Department was 

determined to not be an appropriate placement 

for the Service; 

‘‘(B) not later than 120 days after the completion 

of the Government Accountability Office review de-

scribed in such paragraph, develop and submit to 

the committees specified in subparagraph (A) and 

the Office of Management and Budget a plan to 

coordinate with other appropriate Federal agencies, 

including the General Services Administration, to 

determine a more appropriate placement for the 

Service; and 

‘‘(C) not later than 180 days after the completion 

of such Government Accountability Office review, 

submit to such committees and the Office of Man-

agement and Budget a recommendation regarding 

the appropriate placement of the Service within the 

executive branch of the Federal Government.’’ 
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