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Health Affairs of the Department of Homeland Secu-

rity are abolished; and 

‘‘(B) the positions of Assistant Secretary for Health 

Affairs and Director for Domestic Nuclear Detection 

are abolished.’’ 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY CHEMICAL, 

BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL, AND NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES 

Pub. L. 115–387, § 2(g), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5169, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Not later than one year after the date of 

the enactment of this Act [Dec. 21, 2018], and annually 

thereafter, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 

provide a briefing and report to the appropriate con-

gressional committees (as defined in section 2 of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101)) on— 

‘‘(1) the organization and management of the chem-

ical, biological, radiological, and nuclear activities of 

the Department of Homeland Security, including re-

search and development activities, and the location 

of each activity under the organizational structure of 

the Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office; 

‘‘(2) a comprehensive inventory of chemical, bio-

logical, radiological, and nuclear activities, including 

research and development activities, of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security, highlighting areas of 

collaboration between components, coordination with 

other agencies, and the effectiveness and accomplish-

ments of consolidated chemical, biological, radiologi-

cal, and nuclear activities of the Department of 

Homeland Security, including research and develop-

ment activities; 

‘‘(3) information relating to how the organizational 

structure of the Countering Weapons of Mass De-

struction Office will enhance the development of 

chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear prior-

ities and capabilities across the Department of Home-

land Security; 

‘‘(4) a discussion of any resulting cost savings and 

efficiencies gained through activities described in 

paragraphs (1) and (2); 

‘‘(5) information on how the Assistant Secretary for 

the Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office is 

coordinating with the Under Secretary of Science and 

Technology of the Department of Homeland Security 

on research and development activities; and 

‘‘(6) recommendations for any necessary statutory 

changes, or, if no statutory changes are necessary, an 

explanation of why no statutory or organizational 

changes are necessary.’’ 

PART B—MISSION OF THE OFFICE 

§ 591g. Mission of the Office 

The Office shall be responsible for coordi-

nating with other Federal efforts and developing 

a strategy and policy for the Department to plan 

for, detect, and protect against the importation, 

possession, storage, transportation, develop-

ment, or use of unauthorized chemical, biologi-

cal, radiological, or nuclear materials, devices, 

or agents in the United States and to protect 

against an attack using such materials, devices, 

or agents against the people, territory, or inter-

ests of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XIX, § 1921, as added Pub. 

L. 115–387, § 2(a)(3), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5163.) 

§ 591h. Relationship to other Department compo-
nents and Federal agencies 

(a) In general 

The authority of the Assistant Secretary 

under this subchapter shall not affect or dimin-

ish the authority or the responsibility of any of-

ficer of the Department or any officer of any 

other Federal agency with respect to the com-

mand, control, or direction of the functions, per-

sonnel, funds, assets, or liabilities of any compo-

nent of the Department or any other Federal 

agency. 

(b) Office for Strategy, Policy, and Plans 

Not later than one year after December 21, 

2018, the Assistant Secretary shall, in coordina-

tion with the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-

icy, and Plans, submit to the appropriate con-

gressional committees a strategy and implemen-

tation plan to direct programs within the Office 

and to integrate those programs with other pro-

grams and activities of the Department. 

(c) Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Nothing in this subchapter or any other provi-

sion of law may be construed to affect or reduce 

the responsibilities of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency or the Administrator of 

the Agency, including the diversion of any asset, 

function, or mission of the Agency or the Ad-

ministrator of the Agency. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title XIX, § 1922, as added Pub. 

L. 115–387, § 2(a)(3), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5163.) 

§ 592. Responsibilities 

(a) Mission 

The Office shall be responsible for coordi-

nating Federal efforts to detect and protect 

against the unauthorized importation, posses-

sion, storage, transportation, development, or 

use of a nuclear explosive device, fissile mate-

rial, or radiological material in the United 

States, and to protect against attack using such 

devices or materials against the people, terri-

tory, or interests of the United States and, to 

this end, shall— 
(1) serve as the primary entity of the United 

States Government to further develop, ac-

quire, and support the deployment of an en-

hanced domestic system to detect and report 

on attempts to import, possess, store, trans-

port, develop, or use an unauthorized nuclear 

explosive device, fissile material, or radiologi-

cal material in the United States, and improve 

that system over time; 
(2) enhance and coordinate the nuclear de-

tection efforts of Federal, State, local, and 

tribal governments and the private sector to 

ensure a managed, coordinated response; 
(3) establish, with the approval of the Sec-

retary and in coordination with the Attorney 

General, the Secretary of Defense, and the 

Secretary of Energy, additional protocols and 

procedures for use within the United States to 

ensure that the detection of unauthorized nu-

clear explosive devices, fissile material, or ra-

diological material is promptly reported to 

the Attorney General, the Secretary, the Sec-

retary of Defense, the Secretary of Energy, 

and other appropriate officials or their respec-

tive designees for appropriate action by law 

enforcement, military, emergency response, or 

other authorities; 
(4) develop, with the approval of the Sec-

retary and in coordination with the Attorney 

General, the Secretary of State, the Secretary 

of Defense, and the Secretary of Energy, an 

enhanced global nuclear detection architec-

ture with implementation under which— 
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