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to the official duties of each such officer when 
there is an articulable threat to such individ-
ual; 

(3) continuous protection to the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary (including during peri-
ods not described in paragraph (1)) if there is 
an articulable threat of physical harm, in ac-
cordance with guidelines established by the 
Secretary; and 

(4) protection of another senior officer rep-
resenting the Secretary (including a person 
nominated to be the Secretary during the 
pendency of such nomination) if there is an 
articulable threat of physical harm, in accord-
ance with guidelines established by the Sec-
retary. 

(b) Authorities of the protective operation 

(1) In general 

The Secretary may authorize officers or spe-
cial agents employed pursuant to subsection 
(a)— 

(A) to carry firearms; 
(B) to conduct criminal investigations into 

potential threats to the security of persons 
protected under this section; 

(C) to make arrests without a warrant for 
any offense against the United States com-
mitted in the presence of such officer or spe-
cial agent; 

(D) to perform protective intelligence 
work, including identifying and mitigating 
potential threats and conducting advance 
work to review security matters relating to 
sites and events; and 

(E) to coordinate with local law enforce-
ment agencies. 

(2) Guidelines 

The authority conveyed under this section 
shall be exercised in accordance with any— 

(A) guidelines issued by the Attorney Gen-
eral; and 

(B) such additional guidelines as may be 
issued by the Secretary. 

(c) Exception 

The authorities granted under this section 
may be exercised notwithstanding section 
1343(b)(1) of title 31. 

(d) Report 

Not later than September 30, 2019, and each 
September 30 through 2024, the Secretary shall 
provide to the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate 
a report describing the protection provided, and 
accounting for the expenditures made, pursuant 
to this section. 

(Pub. L. 115–334, title XII, § 12520, Dec. 20, 2018, 
132 Stat. 5001.) 

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’ 

‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Agriculture, see 
section 2 of Pub. L. 115–334, set out as a note under sec-
tion 9001 of this title. 
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§ 2281. Congressional declaration of purpose 

The purposes of this chapter are to— 
(1) require strict financial and program ac-

counting by advisory committees of the De-
partment of Agriculture; 

(2) assure balance and objectivity in the 
membership of such advisory committees; and 

(3) prevent the formation or continuation of 
unnecessary advisory committees by the De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XVIII, § 1801, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1041; Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1116(a), 
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1270.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 reenacted section without change. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub. 
L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title. 

SOYBEAN RESEARCH ADVISORY INSTITUTE 

Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1446, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1327, provided for the establishment of a Soybean Re-
search Advisory Institute for the purpose of preparing 
and submitting to Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry and House Committee on Agri-
culture, not later than Mar. 1, 1983, a comprehensive re-
port, with appropriate recommendations, on the find-
ings of the Institute regarding research on soybean pro-
duction and utilization, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–198, title XIV, § 1434, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1557. 

§ 2282. Definitions 

When used in this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Agriculture of the United States; 
(2) the term ‘‘Department of Agriculture’’ 

means the United States Department of Agri-
culture; and 

(3) the term ‘‘advisory committee’’ means 
any committee, board, commission, council, 
conference, panel, task force, or other similar 
group, or any subcommittee or other subgroup 
thereof that is established or utilized by the 
Department of Agriculture in the interest of 
obtaining advice or recommendations for the 
President or the Department of Agriculture, 
except that such term excludes any committee 
which (A) is composed wholly of full-time offi-
cers or employees of the Federal Government, 
(B) is established by statute or reorganization 
plan, or (C) is established by the President. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XVIII, § 1802, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1041; Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1116(a), 
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1270.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 reenacted section without change. 
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