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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 3105. Agricultural research; authorization of 
additional appropriations; administrative ex-
penses; availability of special research fund 

(a) In order to carry out further research on 
utilization and associated problems in connec-
tion with the development and application of 
present, new, and extended uses of agricultural 
commodities and products thereof authorized by 
section 3104 of this title, and to disseminate in-
formation relative thereto, and in addition to 
all other appropriations authorized by this 
title,1 there is authorized to be appropriated the 
following sums: 

(1) $3,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1947, and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(2) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(3) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(4) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1950, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(5) An additional $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1951, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(6) In addition to the foregoing, such addi-
tional funds beginning with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1952, and thereafter, as the 
Congress may deem necessary. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, in accordance 
with such regulations as he deems necessary, 
and when in his judgment the work to be per-
formed will be carried out more effectively, 
more rapidly, or at less cost than if performed 
by the Department of Agriculture, may enter 
into contracts with such public or private orga-
nizations or individuals as he may find qualified 
to carry on work under this section without re-
gard to the provisions of section 6101 of title 41, 
and with respect to such contracts he may make 
advance progress or other payments without re-
gard to the provisions of section 3324(a) and (b) 
of title 31. Contracts under this section may be 
made for work to continue not more than four 
years from the date of any such contract. Not-
withstanding the provisions of section 5 of the 
Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 U.S.C. 713),1 
any unexpended balances of appropriations prop-
erly obligated by contracting with an organiza-
tion as provided in this subsection may remain 
upon the books of the Treasury for not more 
than five fiscal years before being carried to the 
surplus fund and covered into the Treasury. Re-
search authorized under this subsection shall be 
conducted so far as practicable at laboratories 
of the Department of Agriculture. Projects con-
ducted under contract with public and private 
agencies shall be supplemental to and coordi-
nated with research of these laboratories. Any 
contracts made pursuant to this authority shall 
contain requirements making the results of re-
search and investigations available to the public 
through dedication, assignment to the Govern-
ment, or such other means as the Secretary 
shall determine. 

(b) In order to carry out further the purposes 
of section 3104 of this title, other than research 

on utilization of agricultural commodities and 
the products thereof, and in addition to all other 
appropriations authorized by this title,1 there is 
authorized to be appropriated for cooperative re-
search with the State agricultural experiment 
stations and such other appropriate agencies as 
may be mutually agreeable to the Department 
of Agriculture and the experiment stations con-
cerned, the following sums: 

(1) $1,500,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1947, and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(2) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(3) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(4) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1950, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(5) In addition to the foregoing such addi-
tional funds beginning with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1951, and thereafter, as the 
Congress may deem necessary. 

(c) The Secretary may incur necessary admin-
istrative expenses not to exceed 3 per centum of 
the amount appropriated in any fiscal year in 
carrying out this section, including the specific 
objects of expense enumerated in section 427b 1 
of this title. 

(d) The ‘‘Special research fund, Department of 
Agriculture,’’ provided by section 427c 1 of this 
title, shall continue to be available solely for re-
search into laws and principles underlying basic 
problems of agriculture in its broadest aspects; 
research relating to the improvement of the 
quality of, and the development of, new and im-
proved methods of production of, distribution of, 
and new and extended uses and markets for, ag-
ricultural commodities and byproducts and 
manufactures thereof; and research relating to 
the conservation, development, and use of land 
and water resources for agricultural purposes. 
Such research shall be in addition to research 
provided for under other law (but both activities 
shall be coordinated so far as practicable) and 
shall be conducted by such agencies of the De-
partment of Agriculture as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may designate or establish. 

(e) Appropriations for research work in the 
Department of Agriculture shall be available for 
accomplishing such purposes by contract 
through the means provided in subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 10, as added Aug. 
14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1085; 
amended July 28, 1954, ch. 591, 68 Stat. 574.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), means 
title I of act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, 49 Stat. 436. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1935 Amendment note set out under section 3101 
of this title and Tables. 

Section 5 of the Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 
U.S.C. 713), referred to in subsec. (a), was repealed by 
act July 6, 1949, ch. 299, § 3, 63 Stat. 407. 

Section 427b of this title, referred to in subsec. (c), 
was repealed by act Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 69 Stat. 
674. 

Section 427c of this title, referred to in subsec. (d), 
was repealed by act Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 69 Stat. 
674. 
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CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 427i of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 
as this section. 

Section was enacted as part of act June 29, 1935, ch. 
338, popularly known as the ‘‘Agricultural Research 
Act’’ and also as the ‘‘Bankhead-Jones Act’’, and not as 
part of the National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 which comprises this 
chapter. 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 3709, Revised Statutes’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which 
Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 3648, Revised Statutes [31 U.S.C. 
529]’’ on authority of Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which enacted Title 31, 
Money and Finance. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Subsec. (e). Act July 23, 1954, added subsec. (e). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COORDINATION AND 
PLANNING OF AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND TEACHING 

§ 3121. Responsibilities of Secretary and Depart-
ment of Agriculture 

The Department of Agriculture is designated 
as the lead agency of the Federal Government 
for agricultural research (except with respect to 
the biomedical aspects of human nutrition con-
cerned with diagnosis or treatment of disease), 
extension, and teaching in the food and agricul-
tural sciences, and the Secretary, in carrying 
out the Secretary’s responsibilities, shall— 

(1) establish jointly with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services procedures for co-
ordination with respect to nutrition research 
in areas of mutual interest; 

(2) keep informed of developments in, and 
the Nation’s need for, research, extension, 
teaching, and manpower development in the 
food and agricultural sciences and represent 
such need in deliberations within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, elsewhere within the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States Govern-
ment, and with the several States and their 
designated land-grant colleges and univer-
sities, other colleges and universities, agricul-
tural and related industries, and other inter-
ested institutions and groups; 

(3) coordinate all agricultural research, ex-
tension, and teaching activity conducted or fi-
nanced by the Department of Agriculture and, 
to the maximum extent practicable, by other 
agencies of the executive branch of the United 
States Government; 

(4) take the initiative in establishing coordi-
nation of State-Federal cooperative agricul-
tural research, extension, and teaching pro-
grams, funded in whole or in part by the De-
partment of Agriculture in each State, 
through the administrative heads of land- 
grant colleges and universities and the State 

directors of agricultural experiment stations 
and cooperative extension services, and other 
appropriate program administrators; 

(5) consult the Advisory Board and appro-
priate advisory committees of the Department 
of Agriculture in the formulation of basic poli-
cies, goals, strategies, and priorities for pro-
grams of agricultural research, extension, and 
teaching; 

(6) report (as a part of the Department of Ag-
riculture’s annual budget submissions) to the 
House Committee on Agriculture, the House 
Committee on Appropriations, the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry, and the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations actions taken or proposed to sup-
port the recommendations of the Advisory 
Board; 

(7) establish appropriate review procedures 
to assure that agricultural research projects 
are timely and properly reported and pub-
lished and that there is no unnecessary dupli-
cation of effort or overlapping between agri-
cultural research units; 

(8) establish Federal or cooperative multi-
disciplinary research teams on major agricul-
tural research problems with clearly defined 
leadership, budget responsibility, and research 
programs; 

(9) in order to promote the coordination of 
agricultural research of the Department of Ag-
riculture, conduct a continuing inventory of 
ongoing and completed research projects being 
conducted within or funded by the Depart-
ment; 

(10) coordinate all agricultural research, ex-
tension, and teaching activities conducted or 
financed by the Department of Agriculture 
with the periodic renewable resource assess-
ment and program provided for in sections 1601 
and 1602 of title 16 and the appraisal and pro-
gram provided for in sections 2004 and 2005 of 
title 16; 

(11) coordinate the efforts of States, State 
cooperative institutions, State extension serv-
ices, the Advisory Board, and other appro-
priate institutions in assessing the current 
status of, and developing a plan for, the effec-
tive transfer of new technologies, including 
biotechnology, to the farming community, 
with particular emphasis on addressing the 
unique problems of small- and medium-sized 
farms in gaining information about those 
technologies; and 

(12) establish appropriate controls with re-
spect to the development and use of the appli-
cation of biotechnology to agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1405, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 985; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1405, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1298; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1404, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1544; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1605(b)(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3714; 
Pub. L. 104–127, title VIII, §§ 852(b)(1), 853(b)(2), 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1171, 1172.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (5). Pub. L. 104–127, § 852(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Advisory Board’’ for ‘‘Joint Council, Advisory 
Board,’’. 

Par. (11). Pub. L. 104–127, § 852(b)(1)(B), struck out 
‘‘the Joint Council,’’ before ‘‘the Advisory Board’’. 
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