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SUBCHAPTER VIII—INTERNATIONAL 
RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND TEACHING 

§ 3291. International agricultural research, exten-
sion, and teaching 

(a) Authority of Secretary 

To carry out the policy of this subchapter, the 
Secretary (in consultation with the Agency for 
International Development and subject to such 
coordination with other Federal officials, De-
partments, and agencies as the President may 
direct) may— 

(1) expand the operational coordination of 
the Department of Agriculture with institu-
tions and other persons throughout the world 
performing agricultural and related research, 
extension, and teaching activities by— 

(A) exchanging research materials and re-
sults with the institutions or persons; 

(B) conducting with the institutions or 
persons joint or coordinated research, exten-
sion, and teaching activities that address 
problems of significance to food and agri-
culture in the United States; and 

(C) giving priority to those institutions 
with existing memoranda of understanding, 
agreements, or other formal ties to United 
States institutions, or Federal or State 
agencies; 

(2) enter into cooperative arrangements with 
Departments and Ministries of Agriculture in 
other nations to conduct research, extension, 
and teaching activities in support of the devel-
opment of a viable and sustainable global agri-
cultural system, including efforts to establish 
a global system for plant genetic resources 
conservation; 

(3) enter into agreements with land-grant 
colleges and universities, Hispanic-serving ag-
ricultural colleges and universities, the Agen-
cy for International Development, and inter-
national organizations (such as the United Na-
tions, the World Bank, regional development 
banks, international agricultural research 
centers), or other organizations, institutions, 
or individuals with comparable goals, to pro-
mote and support— 

(A) the development of a viable and sus-
tainable global agricultural system; 

(B) antihunger and improved international 
nutrition efforts; and 

(C) increased quantity, quality, and avail-
ability of food; 

(4) further develop within the Department 
highly qualified and experienced science and 
education experts who specialize in inter-
national programs, to be available to carry 
out the activities described in this section; 

(5) work with transitional and more ad-
vanced countries in food, agricultural, and re-
lated research, development, teaching, and ex-
tension (including providing technical assist-
ance, training, and advice to persons from the 
countries engaged in the activities and the 
stationing of scientists and other specialists 
at national and international institutions in 
the countries); 

(6) expand collaboration and coordination 
with the Agency for International Develop-

ment regarding food and agricultural research, 
extension, and teaching programs in develop-
ing countries; 

(7) assist colleges and universities in 
strengthening their capabilities for food, agri-
cultural, and related research, extension, and 
teaching programs relevant to agricultural de-
velopment activities in other countries 
through— 

(A) the provision of support to State uni-
versities, land-grant colleges and univer-
sities, and Hispanic-serving agricultural col-
leges and universities to do collaborative re-
search with other countries on issues rel-
evant to United States agricultural competi-
tiveness; 

(B) the provision of support for coopera-
tive extension education in global agri-
culture and to promote the application of 
new technology developed in foreign coun-
tries to United States agriculture; and 

(C) the provision of support for the inter-
nationalization of resident instruction pro-
grams of the universities and colleges de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); 

(8) continue, in cooperation with the Sec-
retary of State, a program, coordinated 
through the International Arid Land Consor-
tium, to enhance collaboration and coopera-
tion between institutions possessing research, 
extension, and teaching capabilities applied to 
the development, management, and reclama-
tion of arid lands; 

(9) make competitive grants for collabo-
rative projects that— 

(A) involve Federal scientists or scientists 
from land-grant colleges and universities, 
Hispanic-serving agricultural colleges and 
universities, or other colleges and univer-
sities with scientists at international agri-
cultural research centers in other nations, 
including the international agricultural re-
search centers of the Consultative Group on 
International Agriculture Research; 

(B) focus on developing and using new 
technologies and programs for— 

(i) increasing the production of food and 
fiber, while safeguarding the environment 
worldwide and enhancing the global com-
petitiveness of United States agriculture; 
or 

(ii) training scientists; 

(C) are mutually beneficial to the United 
States and other countries; and 

(D) encourage private sector involvement 
and the leveraging of private sector funds; 

(10) establish a program, to be coordinated 
by the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture and the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
to place interns from United States colleges 
and universities at Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice field offices overseas; and 

(11) establish a program for the purpose of 
providing fellowships to United States or for-
eign students to study at foreign agricultural 
colleges and universities working under agree-
ments provided for under paragraph (3). 

(b) Enhancing linkages 

The Secretary shall draw upon and enhance 
the resources of the land-grant colleges and uni-
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versities, and other colleges and universities, for 
developing linkages among these institutions, 
the Federal Government, international research 
centers, and counterpart research, extension, 
and teaching agencies and institutions in both 
the developed and less-developed countries to 
serve the purposes of agriculture and the econ-
omy of the United States and to make a sub-
stantial contribution to the cause of improved 
food and agricultural progress throughout the 
world. 

(c) Provision of specialized or technical services 

The Secretary may provide specialized or 
technical services, on an advance of funds or a 
reimbursable basis, to United States colleges 
and universities and other nongovernmental or-
ganizations carrying out international food, ag-
ricultural, and related research, extension, and 
teaching development projects and activities. 
All funds received in payment for furnishing 
such specialized or technical services shall be 
deposited to the credit of the appropriation from 
which the cost of providing such services has 
been paid or is to be charged. 

(d) Reports 

The Secretary shall provide biennial reports 
to the Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate 
on efforts of the Federal Government— 

(1) to coordinate international agricultural 
research within the Federal Government; and 

(2) to more effectively link the activities of 
domestic and international agricultural re-
searchers, particularly researchers of the Ag-
ricultural Research Service. 

(e) Certain binational projects 

(1) Full payment of funds 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the full amount of any funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to carry out cooper-
ative projects under the arrangement entered 
into between the Secretary and the Govern-
ment of Israel to support the United States-Is-
rael Binational Agricultural Research and De-
velopment Fund (referred to in this subsection 
as the ‘‘BARD Fund’’) shall be paid directly to 
the Fund. 

(2) Activities 

Activities under the BARD Fund to promote 
and support agricultural research and develop-
ment that are of mutual benefit to the United 
States and Israel shall— 

(A) accelerate the demonstration, develop-
ment, and application of agricultural solu-
tions resulting from or relating to BARD 
Fund programs, including BARD Fund-spon-
sored research and innovations in drip irri-
gation, pesticides, aquaculture, livestock, 
poultry, disease control, and farm equip-
ment; and 

(B) encourage research carried out by gov-
ernmental, nongovernmental, and private 
entities, including through collaboration 
with colleges and universities, research in-
stitutions, and the private sector. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1458, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1015; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1436, Dec. 22, 

1981, 95 Stat. 1313; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1418, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1550; Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XVI, § 1613(a), (b), (d)(1), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3724, 3726; Pub. L. 102–237, title IV, § 402(11), 
Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1863; Pub. L. 104–127, title 
VIII, § 816, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1167; Pub. L. 
105–185, title II, § 227(a)–(d), June 23, 1998, 112 
Stat. 543–545; Pub. L. 107–171, title VII, § 7209(c), 
May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 445; Pub. L. 110–234, title 
VII, §§ 7130, 7511(c)(10)(B), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1227, 1268; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, §§ 7130, 
7511(c)(10)(B), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1988, 
2029; Pub. L. 115–334, title VII, § 7122, Dec. 20, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4792.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 115–334 substituted ‘‘Cer-
tain’’ for ‘‘Full payment of funds made available for 
certain’’ in subsec. heading, designated existing provi-
sions as par. (1), inserted par. heading, substituted 
‘‘United States-Israel’’ for ‘‘Israel-United States’’ and 
inserted ‘‘(referred to in this subsection as the ‘BARD 
Fund’)’’ after ‘‘Development Fund’’, and added par. (2). 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1)(C). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7130(1), added 
subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7130(2), added par. (3) 
and struck out former par. (3) which read as follows: 
‘‘enter into agreements with land-grant colleges and 
universities, the Agency for International Develop-
ment, and international organizations (such as the 
United Nations, World Bank, regional development 
banks, the International Agricultural Research Cen-
ter), or other organizations, institutions or individuals 
with comparable goals, to promote and support the de-
velopment of a viable and sustainable global agricul-
tural system;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7)(A). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7130(3), substituted 
‘‘, land-grant colleges and universities, and Hispanic- 
serving agricultural colleges and universities’’ for ‘‘and 
land-grant colleges and universities’’. 

Subsec. (a)(9)(A). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7130(4)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘, Hispanic-serving agricultural colleges and 
universities, or other colleges and universities’’ for ‘‘or 
other colleges and universities’’. 

Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7511(c)(10)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture’’ 
for ‘‘Cooperative State Research, Education, and Ex-
tension Service’’. 

Subsec. (a)(11). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7130(4)(B)–(6), added 
par. (11). 

2002—Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 107–171 added par. (10). 
1998—Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(1), substituted ‘‘re-

search, extension, and teaching’’ for ‘‘research and ex-
tension’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(A)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘related research, extension, and teaching’’ for 
‘‘related research and extension’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘research, extension, and teaching activities 
that address’’ for ‘‘research and extension on’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘teaching’’ for ‘‘education’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘science and education experts’’ for ‘‘scientists 
and experts’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(D), inserted 
‘‘teaching,’’ after ‘‘development,’’. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘teaching’’ for ‘‘education’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘research, extension, and teaching programs’’ 
for ‘‘research and extension that is’’. 
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Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(2)(F), sub-
stituted ‘‘research, extension, and teaching capabili-
ties’’ for ‘‘research capabilities’’. 

Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(b), added par. (9). 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(a)(3), substituted 

‘‘counterpart research, extension, and teaching agen-
cies’’ for ‘‘counterpart agencies’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(c), added subsec. (d). 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–185, § 227(d), added subsec. (e). 
1996—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 104–127 substituted ‘‘con-

tinue’’ for ‘‘establish’’ after ‘‘(8)’’ and struck out ‘‘to 
be’’ before ‘‘coordinated’’. 

1991—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 102–237 substituted a 
semicolon for period at end. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624, § 1613(d)(1)(A), inserted section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1613(a), amended subsec. 
(a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as 
follows: ‘‘The Secretary, subject to such coordination 
with other Federal officials, departments, and agencies 
as the President may direct, is authorized to— 

‘‘(1) expand the operational coordination of the De-
partment of Agriculture with institutions and other 
persons throughout the world performing agricul-
tural and related research and extension activities by 
exchanging research materials and results with such 
institutions or persons and by conducting with such 
institutions or persons joint or coordinated research 
and extension on problems of significance to food and 
agriculture in the United States; 

‘‘(2) assist the Agency for International Develop-
ment with food, agricultural, research and extension 
programs in developing countries; 

‘‘(3) work with developed and transitional countries 
on food, agricultural and related research and exten-
sion, including providing technical assistance, train-
ing, and advice to persons from such countries en-
gaged in such activities and the stationing of sci-
entists at national and international institutions in 
such countries; 

‘‘(4) assist United States colleges and universities 
in strengthening their capabilities for food, agricul-
tural, and related research and extension relevant to 
agricultural development activities in other coun-
tries through the development of highly qualified sci-
entists with specialization in international develop-
ment; and 

‘‘(5) further develop within the Department of Agri-
culture highly qualified and experienced scientists 
who specialize in international programs, to be avail-
able for the activities described in this section.’’ 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1613(d)(1)(B), inserted 

heading. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1613(b), (d)(1)(C), inserted 

heading and ‘‘and other nongovernmental organiza-
tions’’ after ‘‘universities’’. 

1985—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 99–198 substituted ‘‘pro-
viding technical assistance, training, and advice to’’ for 
‘‘the training of’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 99–198 inserted ‘‘through the 
development of highly qualified scientists with spe-
cialization in international development’’ after ‘‘coun-
tries’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted provisions authorizing Secretary 
to work with transitional countries as well as devel-
oped countries on agricultural research and extension 
and establishing that agricultural research includes 
food, agricultural, and related research, and added sub-
secs. (b) and (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of this 
title. 

Amendment by section 7511(c)(10)(B) of Pub. L. 110–246 
effective Oct. 1, 2009, see section 7511(c) of Pub. L. 
110–246, set out as a note under section 1522 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subchapter effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of 
Pub. L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 
Amendment note under section 1307 of this title. 

§ 3292. Partnerships to build capacity in inter-
national agricultural research, extension, 
and teaching 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) 1862 Institution; 1890 Institution; 1994 Insti-
tution 

The terms ‘‘1862 Institution’’, ‘‘1890 Institu-
tion’’, and ‘‘1994 Institution’’ have the mean-
ings given the terms in section 7601 of this 
title. 

(2) Covered Institution 

The term ‘‘covered Institution’’ means— 
(A) an 1862 Institution; 
(B) an 1890 Institution; 
(C) a 1994 Institution; 
(D) an NLGCA Institution; 
(E) a Hispanic-serving agricultural college 

or university; and 
(F) a cooperating forestry school. 

(3) Developing country 

The term ‘‘developing country’’ means a 
country, as determined by the Secretary using 
a gross national income per capita test se-
lected by the Secretary. 

(4) International partner institution 

The term ‘‘international partner institu-
tion’’ means an agricultural higher education 
institution in a developing country that is 
performing, or desiring to perform, activities 
similar to agricultural research, extension, 
and teaching activities carried out through 
covered Institutions in the United States. 

(b) Authority of the Secretary 

The Secretary may promote cooperation and 
coordination between covered Institutions and 
international partner institutions through— 

(1) improving extension by— 
(A) encouraging the exchange of research 

materials and results between covered Insti-
tutions and international partner institu-
tions; 

(B) facilitating the broad dissemination of 
agricultural research through extension; and 

(C) assisting with efforts to plan and initi-
ate extension services in developing coun-
tries; 

(2) improving agricultural research by— 
(A) in partnership with international part-

ner institutions, encouraging research that 
addresses problems affecting food production 
and security, human nutrition, agriculture, 
forestry, livestock, and fisheries, including 
local challenges; and 

(B) supporting and strengthening national 
agricultural research systems in developing 
countries; 
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