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left their families to serve bravely, a world away from 
everything they knew and everyone they loved. From 
Ia Drang to Khe Sanh, from Hue to Saigon and count-
less villages in between, they pushed through jungles 
and rice paddies, heat and monsoon, fighting heroically 
to protect the ideals we hold dear as Americans. 
Through more than a decade of combat, over air, land, 
and sea, these proud Americans upheld the highest tra-
ditions of our Armed Forces. 

As a grateful Nation, we honor more than 58,000 patri-
ots—their names etched in black granite—who sac-
rificed all they had and all they would ever know. We 
draw inspiration from the heroes who suffered unspeak-
ably as prisoners of war, yet who returned home with 
their heads held high. We pledge to keep faith with 
those who were wounded and still carry the scars of 
war, seen and unseen. With more than 1,600 of our serv-
ice members still among the missing, we pledge as a 
Nation to do everything in our power to bring these pa-
triots home. In the reflection of The Wall, we see the 
military family members and veterans who carry a 
pain that may never fade. May they find peace in know-
ing their loved ones endure, not only in medals and 
memories, but in the hearts of all Americans, who are 
forever grateful for their service, valor, and sacrifice. 

In recognition of a chapter in our Nation’s history 
that must never be forgotten, let us renew our sacred 
commitment to those who answered our country’s call 
in Vietnam and those who awaited their safe return. 
Beginning on Memorial Day 2012, the Federal Govern-
ment will partner with local governments, private or-
ganizations, and communities across America to par-
ticipate in the Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 
of the Vietnam War—a 13-year program to honor and 
give thanks to a generation of proud Americans who 
saw our country through one of the most challenging 
missions we have ever faced. While no words will ever 
be fully worthy of their service, nor any honor truly be-
fitting their sacrifice, let us remember that it is never 
too late to pay tribute to the men and women who an-
swered the call of duty with courage and valor. Let us 
renew our commitment to the fullest possible account-
ing for those who have not returned. Throughout this 
Commemoration, let us strive to live up to their exam-
ple by showing our Vietnam veterans, their families, 
and all who have served the fullest respect and support 
of a grateful Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President 
of the United States of America, by virtue of the au-
thority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 28, 2012, 
through November 11, 2025, as the Commemoration of 
the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War. I call upon 
Federal, State, and local officials to honor our Vietnam 
veterans, our fallen, our wounded, those unaccounted 
for, our former prisoners of war, their families, and all 
who served with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12765. DELEGATION OF CERTAIN DEFENSE 
RELATED AUTHORITIES OF PRESIDENT TO SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE 

Ex. Ord. No. 12765, June 11, 1991, 56 F.R. 27401, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including section 301 of title 3 of the United 
States Code, and my authority as Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Defense is hereby des-
ignated and empowered, without the approval, ratifica-
tion, or other action by the President, to exercise the 

authority vested in the President by section 749 of title 
10 of the United States Code to assign the command 
without regard to rank in grade to any commissioned 
officer otherwise eligible to command when two or 
more commissioned officers of the same grade or cor-
responding grades are assigned to the same area, field 
command, or organization. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Defense is hereby designated 
and empowered, without the approval, ratification, or 
other action by the President, to exercise the authority 
vested in the President by section 7299a(a) of title 10 of 
the United States Code to direct that combatant ves-
sels and escort vessels be constructed in a Navy or pri-
vate yard, as the case may be, if the requirement of the 
Act of March 27, 1934 (ch. 95, 48 Stat. 503) that the first 
and each succeeding alternate vessel of the same class 
be constructed in a Navy yard is inconsistent with the 
public interest. 

SEC. 3. For vessels, and for any major component of 
the hull or superstructure of vessels to be constructed 
or repaired for any of the armed forces, the Secretary 
of Defense is hereby designated and empowered, with-
out the approval, ratification, or other action by the 
President, to exercise the authority vested in the Presi-
dent by section 7309(b) of title 10 of the United States 
Code to authorize exceptions to the prohibition in sec-
tion 7309(a) of title 10 of the United States Code. Such 
exceptions shall be based on a determination that it is 
in the national security interest of the United States 
to authorize an exception. The Secretary of Defense 
shall transmit notice of any such determination to the 
Congress, as required by section 7309(b). 

SEC. 4. The Secretary of Defense may redelegate the 
authority delegated to him by this order, in accordance 
with applicable law. 

SEC. 5. This order shall be effective immediately. 

GEORGE BUSH. 

WAIVER OF LIMITATION WITH RESPECT TO END STRENGTH 
LEVEL OF U.S. ARMED FORCES IN JAPAN FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1991

Memorandum of the President of the United States, 
May 14, 1991, 56 F.R. 23991, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense 
Consistent with section 8105(d)(2) of the Department 

of Defense Appropriation Act, 1991 (Public Law 101–511; 
104 Stat. 1856) [set out above], I hereby waive the limi-
tation in section 8105(b) which states that the end 
strength level for each fiscal year of all personnel of 
the Armed Forces of the United States stationed in 
Japan may not exceed the number that is 5,000 less 
than such end strength level for the preceding fiscal 
year, and declare that it is in the national interest to 
do so. 

You are authorized and directed to inform the Con-
gress of this waiver and of the reasons for the waiver 
contained in the attached justification, and to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

GEORGE BUSH. 

Justification Pursuant to Section 8105(d)(2) of the 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 1991 
(Public Law No. 101–511; 104 Stat. 1856) 

In January of this year the Department of Defense 
signed a new Host Nation Support Agreement with the 
Government of Japan in which that government agreed 
to pay all utility and Japanese labor costs incremen-
tally over the next five years (worth $1.7 billion). Be-
cause United States forward deployed forces stationed 
in Japan have regional missions in addition to the de-
fense of Japan, we did not seek to have the Government 
of Japan offset all of the direct costs incurred by the 
United States related to the presence of all United 
States military personnel in Japan (excluding military 
personnel title costs). 

§ 113a. Transmission of annual defense author-
ization request 

(a) TIME FOR TRANSMITTAL.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall transmit to Congress the annual 
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defense authorization request for a fiscal year 
during the first 30 days after the date on which 
the President transmits to Congress the budget 
for that fiscal year pursuant to section 1105 of 
title 31. 

(b) DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘defense au-
thorization request’’, with respect to a fiscal 
year, means a legislative proposal submitted to 
Congress for the enactment of the following: 

(1) Authorizations of appropriations for that 
fiscal year, as required by section 114 of this 
title. 

(2) Personnel strengths for that fiscal year, 
as required by section 115 of this title. 

(3) Authority to carry out military construc-
tion projects, as required by section 2802 of 
this title. 

(4) Any other matter that is proposed by the 
Secretary of Defense to be enacted as part of 
the annual defense authorization bill for that 
fiscal year. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title X, § 1061(a), 
Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2649; amended Pub. L. 
108–136, div. A, title X, § 1044(a), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1612.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 108–136 added par. (3) 
and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

§ 114. Annual authorization of appropriations 

(a) No funds may be appropriated for any fis-
cal year to or for the use of any armed force or 
obligated or expended for—

(1) procurement of aircraft, missiles, or 
naval vessels; 

(2) any research, development, test, or eval-
uation, or procurement or production related 
thereto; 

(3) procurement of tracked combat vehicles; 
(4) procurement of other weapons; 
(5) procurement of naval torpedoes and re-

lated support equipment; 
(6) military construction; 
(7) the operation and maintenance of any 

armed force or of the activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments); 

(8) procurement of ammunition; or 
(9) other procurement by any armed force or 

by the activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military de-
partments);

unless funds therefor have been specifically au-
thorized by law. 

(b) In subsection (a)(6), the term ‘‘military 
construction’’ includes any construction, devel-
opment, conversion, or extension of any kind 
which is carried out with respect to any mili-
tary facility or installation (including any Gov-
ernment-owned or Government-leased industrial 
facility used for the production of defense arti-
cles and any facility to which section 4174 of this 
title applies), any activity to which section 2807 
of this title applies, any activity to which chap-
ter 1803 of this title applies, and advances to the 
Secretary of Transportation for the construc-

tion of defense access roads under section 210 of 
title 23. Such term does not include any activity 
to which section 2821 or 2854 of this title applies. 

(c)(1) The size of the Special Defense Acquisi-
tion Fund established pursuant to chapter 5 of 
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2795 et 
seq.) may not exceed $2,500,000,000. 

(2) Notwithstanding section 37(a) of the Arms 
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2777(a)), amounts 
received by the United States pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A) of section 21(a)(1) of that Act (22 
U.S.C. 2761(a)(1))—

(A) shall be credited to the Special Defense 
Acquisition Fund established pursuant to 
chapter 5 of that Act (22 U.S.C. 2795 et seq.), as 
authorized by section 51(b)(1) of that Act (22 
U.S.C. 2795(b)(1)), but subject to the limita-
tions in paragraphs (1) and (3) and other appli-
cable law; and 

(B) to the extent not so credited, shall be de-
posited in the Treasury as miscellaneous re-
ceipts as provided in section 3302(b) of title 31.

(3) Of the amount of annual obligations from 
the Special Defense Acquisition Fund in each of 
fiscal years 2018 through 2022, not less than 20 
percent shall be for funds to procure and stock 
precision guided munitions that may be required 
by partner and allied forces to enhance the ef-
fectiveness of current or future contributions of 
such forces to overseas contingency operations 
conducted or supported by the United States. 

(d) Funds may be appropriated for the armed 
forces for use as an emergency fund for research, 
development, test, and evaluation, or related 
procurement or production, only if the appro-
priation of the funds is authorized by law after 
June 30, 1966. 

(e) In each budget submitted by the President 
to Congress under section 1105 of title 31, 
amounts requested for procurement of equip-
ment for the reserve components of the armed 
forces (including the National Guard) shall be 
set forth separately from other amounts re-
quested for procurement for the armed forces. 

(f) In each budget submitted by the President 
to Congress under section 1105 of title 31, 
amounts requested for procurement of ammuni-
tion for the Navy and Marine Corps, and for pro-
curement of ammunition for the Air Force, shall 
be set forth separately from other amounts re-
quested for procurement. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–155, title VIII, § 803(a), Nov. 16, 
1973, 87 Stat. 612, § 138; amended Pub. L. 94–106, 
title VIII, § 801(a), Oct. 7, 1975, 89 Stat. 537; Pub. 
L. 94–361, title III, § 302, July 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 924; 
Pub. L. 96–107, title III, § 303(b), Nov. 9, 1979, 93 
Stat. 806; Pub. L. 96–342, title X, § 1001(a)(1), 
(b)–(d)(1), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1117–1119; Pub. L. 
96–513, title I, § 102, title V, § 511(4), Dec. 12, 1980, 
94 Stat. 2840, 2920; Pub. L. 97–22, § 2(b), July 10, 
1981, 95 Stat. 124; Pub. L. 97–86, title III, § 302, 
title IX, §§ 901(a), 902, 903, Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1104, 1113, 1114; Pub. L. 97–113, title I, § 108(b), 
Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1524; Pub. L. 97–214, § 4, 
July 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 170; Pub. L. 97–252, title IV, 
§ 402(a), title XI, §§ 1103, 1105, Sept. 8, 1982, 96 
Stat. 725, 738, 739; Pub. L. 97–295, § 1(3), (4), Oct. 
12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1289; Pub. L. 98–525, title XIV, 
§ 1405(2), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2621; Pub. L. 
99–145, title XII, § 1208, title XIV, § 1403, Nov. 8, 
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