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‘‘(iii) in support of hostilities or military oper-
ations involving the United States armed forces; 
or 

‘‘(iv) in support of military operations short of 
hostilities and in areas where hostilities are not 
occurring for the purpose of preparation of the 
environment, influence, force protection, and de-
terrence.’’

[Amendment by Pub. L. 116–283, § 1749(b), to section 
1631(g) of Pub. L. 116–92, set out above, was executed to 
reflect the probable intent of Congress, notwith-
standing errors in the directory language.] 

[Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title X, § 1081(c), Jan. 1, 2021, 
134 Stat. 3873, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1081(c)(6) of Pub. L. 116–283 to section 1631(i) of 
Pub. L. 116–92, set out above, is effective as of Dec. 20, 
2020 (probably should be Dec. 20, 2019) and as if included 
in Pub. L. 116–92.]

CHAPTER 20—HUMANITARIAN AND OTHER 
ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 

401. Humanitarian and civic assistance provided 
in conjunction with military operations. 

402. Transportation of humanitarian relief sup-
plies to foreign countries. 

[403. Repealed.] 
404. Foreign disaster assistance. 
405. Use of Department of Defense funds for 

United States share of costs of United Na-
tions peacekeeping activities: limitation. 

[406. Renumbered.] 
407. Humanitarian demining assistance and stock-

piled conventional munitions assistance: 
authority; limitations. 

408. Equipment and training of foreign personnel 
to assist in Department of Defense account-
ing for missing United States Government 
personnel. 

409. Center for Complex Operations. 
[410. Repealed.]

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Chapter was comprised of subchapter I, sections 401 
to 404, and subchapter II, section 410, prior to amend-
ment by Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 571(c), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 353, which struck out headings for sub-
chapters I and II. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1092(b)(2), Dec. 
31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1606, added item 407 and struck out 
former item 407 ‘‘Humanitarian demining assistance: 
authority; limitations’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title X, § 1031(b), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4590, added item 409. 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title XII, § 1207(b), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 367, added item 408. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title XII, § 1203(b)(2), Oct. 
17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2415, added item 407. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title X, § 1061(g)(2), title 
XIII, § 1301(b), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 443, 473, which di-
rected amendment of table of sections at beginning of 
subchapter I of this chapter by striking out item 403 
and adding item 405, were executed by striking out 
item 403 ‘‘International peacekeeping activities’’ and 
adding item 405 in analysis for this chapter to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress and amendments by 
Pub. L. 104–106, § 571(c)(1), (2). See below. 

Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 571(c)(1), (2), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 353, struck out subchapter analysis, con-
sisting of items for subchapter I ‘‘Humanitarian Assist-
ance’’ and subchapter II ‘‘Civil-Military Cooperation’’ 
and struck out subchapter I heading ‘‘HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XIV, § 1412(b), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2913, added item 404. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title X, § 1081(b)(2), title 
XIII, § 1342(c)(2), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2516, 2558, added 
subchapter analysis, subchapter I heading, and item 
403. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title III, § 332(b)(6), Dec. 
4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1080, substituted ‘‘HUMANITARIAN 
AND OTHER ASSISTANCE’’ for ‘‘HUMANITARIAN 
AND CIVIC ASSISTANCE PROVIDED IN CONJUNC-
TION WITH MILITARY OPERATIONS’’ in chapter 
heading, ‘‘Humanitarian and civic assistance provided 
in conjunction with military operations’’ for ‘‘Armed 
forces participation in humanitarian and civic assist-
ance activities’’ in item 401, and ‘‘Transportation of hu-
manitarian relief supplies to foreign countries’’ for 
‘‘Approval of Secretary of State’’ in item 402, and 
struck out items 403 ‘‘Payment of expenses’’, 404 ‘‘An-
nual report to Congress’’, 405 ‘‘Definition of humani-
tarian and civic assistance’’, and 406 ‘‘Expenditure limi-
tation’’. 

§ 401. Humanitarian and civic assistance pro-
vided in conjunction with military oper-
ations 

(a)(1) Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of a military 
department may carry out humanitarian and 
civic assistance activities in conjunction with 
authorized military operations of the armed 
forces in a country if the Secretary concerned 
determines that the activities will promote—

(A) the security interests of both the United 
States and the country in which the activities 
are to be carried out; and 

(B) the specific operational readiness skills 
of the members of the armed forces who par-
ticipate in the activities.

(2) Humanitarian and civic assistance activi-
ties carried out under this section shall com-
plement, and may not duplicate, any other form 
of social or economic assistance which may be 
provided to the country concerned by any other 
department or agency of the United States. 
Such activities shall serve the basic economic 
and social needs of the people of the country 
concerned. 

(3) Humanitarian and civic assistance may not 
be provided under this section (directly or indi-
rectly) to any individual, group, or organization 
engaged in military or paramilitary activity. 

(b) Humanitarian and civic assistance may not 
be provided under this section to any foreign 
country unless the Secretary of State specifi-
cally approves the provision of such assistance. 

(c)(1) Expenses incurred as a direct result of 
providing humanitarian and civic assistance 
under this section to a foreign country shall be 
paid for out of funds specifically appropriated 
for such purpose. 

[(2), (3) Repealed. Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title 
XII, § 1203(a)(3), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2413.] 

(4) Nothing in this section may be interpreted 
to preclude the incurring of minimal expendi-
tures by the Department of Defense for purposes 
of humanitarian and civic assistance out of 
funds other than funds appropriated pursuant to 
paragraph (1), except that funds appropriated to 
the Department of Defense for operation and 
maintenance (other than funds appropriated 
pursuant to such paragraph) may be obligated 
for humanitarian and civic assistance under this 
section only for incidental costs of carrying out 
such assistance. 
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