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Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 22 was renumbered chapter 23 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title XVI, § 1621(g)(2), 
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4054, substituted ‘‘Geomatics’’ for 
‘‘Geodetic’’ in item for subchapter II. 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 921(d)(1), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1568, substituted ‘‘NATIONAL 
GEOSPATIAL-INTELLIGENCE AGENCY’’ FOR ‘‘NA-
TIONAL IMAGERY AND MAPPING AGENCY’’ in chap-
ter heading.

SUBCHAPTER I—MISSIONS AND 
AUTHORITY 

Sec. 

441. Establishment. 
442. Missions. 
443. Imagery intelligence and geospatial informa-

tion: support for foreign countries, regional 
organizations, and security alliances. 

444. Support from Central Intelligence Agency. 
[445. Repealed.]

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title IX, § 921(b)(2), Jan. 
2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1878, added item 443 and struck out 
former item 443 ‘‘Imagery intelligence and geospatial 
information: support for foreign countries’’. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–107, title V, § 503(d)(3), Nov. 20, 1997, 
111 Stat. 2263, struck out item 445 ‘‘Protection of agen-
cy identifications and organizational information’’. 

§ 441. Establishment 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency is a combat support agency 
of the Department of Defense and has signifi-
cant national missions. 

(b) DIRECTOR.—(1) The Director of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency is the head of 
the agency. 

(2) Upon a vacancy in the position of Director, 
the Secretary of Defense shall recommend to the 
President an individual for appointment to the 
position. 

(3) If an officer of the armed forces on active 
duty is appointed to the position of Director, the 
position shall be treated as having been des-
ignated by the President as a position of impor-
tance and responsibility for purposes of section 
601 of this title and shall carry the grade of lieu-
tenant general, or, in the case of an officer of 
the Navy, vice admiral. 

(c) DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE COL-
LECTION TASKING AUTHORITY.—Unless otherwise 
directed by the President, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall have authority (except 
as otherwise agreed by the Director and the Sec-
retary of Defense) to—

(1) approve collection requirements levied on 
national imagery collection assets; 

(2) determine priorities for such require-
ments; and 

(3) resolve conflicts in such priorities.

(d) AVAILABILITY AND CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT 
OF IMAGERY INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT TO ALL-
SOURCE ANALYSIS AND PRODUCTION FUNCTION.—
The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with 
the Director of National Intelligence, shall take 
all necessary steps to ensure the full avail-
ability and continued improvement of imagery 
intelligence support for all-source analysis and 
production. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XI, 
§ 1112(a)(2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2678; amended 
Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 921(d)(2)(A), 
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1568; Pub. L. 110–181, div. 
A, title IX, § 931(a)(9), (10), (c)(1)(A), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 285; Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title IX, 
§ 932(a)(8), (9), (b)(1), Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4576; 
Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title X, § 1073(c)(10), Oct. 
28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2475.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 111–84 repealed Pub. L. 
110–417, § 932(a)(8), (9), (b)(1). See 2008 Amendment notes 
below. 

2008—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–181, § 931(a)(9), (c)(1)(A), 
and Pub. L. 110–417, § 932(b)(1), amended subsec. (c) iden-
tically, substituting ‘‘Director of National Intel-
ligence’’ for ‘‘Director of Central Intelligence’’ in head-
ing and text. Pub. L. 110–417, § 932(b)(1), was repealed by 
Pub. L. 111–84. 

Pub. L. 110–181, § 931(a)(9), and Pub. L. 110–417, 
§ 932(a)(8), amended subsec. (c) identically, substituting 
‘‘Director of National Intelligence’’ for ‘‘Director of 
Central Intelligence’’. Pub. L. 110–417, § 932(a)(8), was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 111–84. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–181, § 931(a)(10), and Pub. L. 
110–417, § 932(a)(9), amended subsec. (d) identically, sub-
stituting ‘‘Director of National Intelligence’’ for ‘‘Di-
rector of Central Intelligence’’. Pub. L. 110–417, 
§ 932(a)(9), was repealed by Pub. L. 111–84. 

2003—Subsecs. (a), (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–136 substituted 
‘‘National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’’ for ‘‘Na-
tional Imagery and Mapping Agency’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title X, § 1073(c), Oct. 28, 2009, 
123 Stat. 2474, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1073(c)(10) is effective as of Oct. 14, 2008, and as 
if included in Pub. L. 110–417 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1996, see section 1124 of Pub. 
L. 104–201, set out as an Effective Date of 1996 Amend-
ment note under section 193 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XI, § 1101, Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2676, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this 
chapter, section 424 of this title, and sections 404e and 
404f of Title 50, War and National Defense, amending 
sections 193, 201, and 451 to 456 of this title, sections 
2302, 3132, 4301, 4701, 5102, 5342, 6339, and 7323 of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees, section 105 
of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, set out in the 
Appendix to Title 5, section 82 of Title 14, Coast Guard, 
section 2006 of Title 29, Labor, section 1336 of Title 44, 
Public Printing and Documents, and sections 401a and 
403–5 of Title 50, renumbering chapter 22 and sections 
451, 452, 2792 to 2796, and 2798 of this title as chapter 23 
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