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the safety, security, reliability, sustainability, 
performance, and military effectiveness of, and 
the ability to meet operational availability re-
quirements for, the systems described in para-
graph (2) for which such official has responsi-
bility. 

(2) The systems described in this paragraph 
are the following: 

(A) Each type of delivery platform for nu-
clear weapons. 

(B) The nuclear command and control sys-
tem.

(b) BIENNIAL REPORT.—(1) Not later than De-
cember 1 of each even-numbered year, each cov-
ered official shall submit to the Secretary of De-
fense and the Nuclear Weapons Council estab-
lished by section 179 of this title a report on the 
assessments conducted under subsection (a). 

(2) Each report under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude the following: 

(A) The results of the assessment. 
(B) An identification and discussion of any 

capability gaps or shortfalls with respect to 
the systems described in subsection (a)(2) cov-
ered under the assessment. 

(C) An identification and discussion of any 
risks with respect to meeting mission or capa-
bility requirements. 

(D) In the case of an assessment by the Com-
mander of the United States Strategic Com-
mand, if the Commander identifies any defi-
ciency with respect to a nuclear weapons de-
livery platform covered under the assessment, 
a discussion of the relative merits of any other 
nuclear weapons delivery platform type or 
compensatory measure that would accomplish 
the mission of such nuclear weapons delivery 
platform. 

(E) An identification and discussion of any 
matter having an adverse effect on the capa-
bility of the covered official to accurately de-
termine the matters covered by the assess-
ment.

(c) REPORT TO PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS.—(1) 
Not later than March 1 of each year following a 
year for which a report under subsection (b) is 
submitted, the Secretary of Defense shall sub-
mit to the President a report containing—

(A) each report under subsection (b) sub-
mitted during the previous year, as originally 
submitted to the Secretary; 

(B) any comments that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate with respect to each such 
report; 

(C) any conclusions that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate with respect to the safety, 
security, reliability, sustainability, perform-
ance, or military effectiveness of the systems 
described in subsection (a)(2); and 

(D) any other information that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(2) Not later than March 15 of each year during 
which a report under paragraph (1) is submitted, 
the President shall transmit to the congres-
sional defense committees the report submitted 
to the President under paragraph (1), including 
any comments the President considers appro-
priate. 

(3) Each report under this subsection may be 
in classified form if the Secretary of Defense de-
termines it necessary. 

(d) COVERED OFFICIAL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered official’’ means—

(1) the Commander of the United States 
Strategic Command; 

(2) the Director of the Strategic Systems 
Program of the Navy; 

(3) the Commander of the Global Strike 
Command of the Air Force; and 

(4) the Commander of the United States Air 
Forces in Europe. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1041(a), 
Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1573, § 490a; renumbered 
§ 492, Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, 
§ 1031(b)(3)(A)(i), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1918; 
amended Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XVI, § 1642, 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3650; Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, 
title XVI, § 1666, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1774.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 116–92 added par. (4). 
2014—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–291 inserted ‘‘, and 

the ability to meet operational availability require-
ments for,’’ after ‘‘military effectiveness of’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239 renumbered section 490a of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

INITIAL ASSESSMENT AND REPORTS 

Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1041(b), Dec. 31, 2011, 
125 Stat. 1574, as amended by Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, 
title X, § 1031(b)(4), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1919; Pub. L. 
113–66, div. A, title X, § 1091(b)(6), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 
876, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 31, 2011], each cov-
ered official, as such term is defined in subsection (d) 
of section 492 of title 10, United States Code, shall con-
duct an initial assessment as described by subsection 
(a) of such section and submit an initial report as de-
scribed by subsection (b) of such section. The require-
ments of subsection (c) of such section shall apply with 
respect to the report submitted under this subsection.’’

[Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title X, § 1091(b), Dec. 26, 2013, 
127 Stat. 876, provided in part that the amendment 
made by section 1091(b)(6) is effective as of Jan. 2, 2013, 
and as if included in Pub. L. 112–239 as enacted.] 

§ 492a. Annual report on the plan for the nuclear 
weapons stockpile, nuclear weapons com-
plex, nuclear weapons delivery systems, and 
nuclear weapons command and control sys-
tem 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after 

the submission to Congress of the budget of 
the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code, for each of fiscal years 
2013 through 2024, the President, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Energy, shall transmit to the 
congressional defense committees, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives a detailed report on 
the plan for the nuclear weapons stockpile, 
nuclear weapons complex, nuclear weapons de-
livery systems, and nuclear weapons command 
and control system. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A detailed description of the plan to 
enhance the safety, security, and reliability 
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of the nuclear weapons stockpile of the 
United States. 

(B) A detailed description of the plan to 
sustain and modernize the nuclear weapons 
complex, including improving the safety of 
facilities, modernizing the infrastructure, 
and maintaining the key capabilities and 
competencies of the nuclear weapons work-
force, including designers and technicians. 

(C) A detailed description of the plan to 
maintain, modernize, and replace delivery 
systems for nuclear weapons. 

(D) A detailed description of the plan to 
sustain and modernize the nuclear weapons 
command and control system. 

(E) A detailed description of any plans to 
retire, dismantle, or eliminate any nuclear 
warheads or bombs, nuclear weapons deliv-
ery systems, or any platforms (including 
silos and submarines) which carry such nu-
clear warheads, bombs, or delivery systems. 

(F) In accordance with paragraph (3), a de-
tailed estimate of the budget requirements 
associated with sustaining and modernizing 
the nuclear deterrent of the United States 
and the nuclear weapons stockpile of the 
United States, including the costs associated 
with the plans outlined under subparagraphs 
(A) through (E), over the 10-year period fol-
lowing the date of the report, including the 
applicable and appropriate costs associated 
with the procurement, military construc-
tion, operation and maintenance, and re-
search, development, test, and evaluation 
accounts of the Department of Defense. The 
Secretary may include information and data 
for a period beyond such 10-year period if the 
Secretary determines that such information 
and data is accurate and useful in under-
standing the long-term nuclear moderniza-
tion plan. 

(G) A detailed description of the steps 
taken to implement the plan submitted in 
the previous year, including difficulties en-
countered in implementing the plan in the 
previous year.

(3) BUDGET ESTIMATE CONTENTS AND METHOD-
OLOGY.— Each budget estimate under para-
graph (2)(F) shall include a detailed descrip-
tion of the costs included in such estimate and 
the methodology used to create such estimate. 

(4) EXTENSION OF DEADLINE FOR REPORT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), if the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Energy jointly determine that a re-
port required by paragraph (1) for a fiscal 
year will not be able to be transmitted to 
the committees specified in that paragraph 
by the time required under that paragraph, 
such Secretaries shall—

(i) promptly, and before the submission 
to Congress of the budget of the President 
for that fiscal year under section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, notify those 
committees of the expected date for the 
transmission of the report; and 

(ii) not later than 30 days after the sub-
mission of that budget to Congress, pro-
vide a briefing to those committees on the 
content of the report.

(B) LIMITATION.—In no case may the Presi-
dent transmit a report required by para-

graph (1) for a fiscal year to the committees 
specified in that paragraph later than 60 
days after the submission to Congress of the 
budget of the President for that fiscal year.

(b) ESTIMATE OF COSTS BY CONGRESSIONAL 
BUDGET OFFICE.—

(1) BUDGETS FOR ODD-NUMBERED FISCAL 
YEARS.—Not later than July 1 of each year in 
which the President transmits a covered odd-
numbered fiscal year report, the Director of 
the Congressional Budget Office shall submit 
to the congressional defense committees a re-
port that includes—

(A) an estimate of the costs during the 10-
year period beginning on the date of such 
covered odd-numbered fiscal year report as-
sociated with fielding and maintaining the 
current nuclear weapons and nuclear weapon 
delivery systems of the United States; 

(B) an estimate of the costs during such 
period of any life extension, modernization, 
or replacement of any current nuclear weap-
ons or nuclear weapon delivery systems of 
the United States that is anticipated as of 
the date of such covered odd-numbered fiscal 
year report, including an estimate of the ac-
quisition costs during such period for pro-
grams relating to such life extension, mod-
ernization, or replacement; 

(C) an estimate of the relative percentage 
of total defense spending during such period 
represented by the costs estimated under 
subparagraphs (A) and (B); and 

(D) an estimate of the relative percentage 
of total acquisition costs of the military de-
partments and of the Department of Defense 
during such period represented by the acqui-
sition costs estimated under subparagraph 
(B).

(2) BUDGETS FOR EVEN-NUMBERED FISCAL 
YEARS.—If the Director determines that a cov-
ered even-numbered fiscal year report con-
tains a significant change that affects the es-
timates of the Director included in the report 
submitted under paragraph (1) in the year 
prior to the year in which such covered even-
numbered fiscal year report is submitted, the 
Director shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a letter describing such sig-
nificant changes. 

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘covered even-numbered fis-

cal year report’’ means a report required to 
be transmitted under subsection (a)(1) not 
later than 30 days after the submission to 
Congress of the budget of the President for 
an even-numbered fiscal year. 

(B) The term ‘‘covered odd-numbered fiscal 
year report’’ means a report required to be 
transmitted under subsection (a)(1) not later 
than 30 days after the submission to Con-
gress of the budget of the President for an 
odd-numbered fiscal year.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.—The 
Comptroller General of the United States shall—

(1) periodically review reports submitted 
under subsection (a) for accuracy and com-
pleteness with respect to the matters de-
scribed in paragraphs (2)(F) and (3) of such 
subsection; and 
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(2) submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a summary of each such review. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title 
XVI, § 1665(c)(1), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1773; Pub. 
L. 116–283, div. A, title XVI, § 1633, Jan. 1, 2021, 
134 Stat. 4059.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, as added and amended by Pub. L. 116–92, is 
based on Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title X, § 1043, Dec. 31, 
2011, 125 Stat. 1576, as amended by Pub. L. 112–239, div. 
A, title X, § 1041(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1931; Pub. L. 
113–66, div. A, title X, § 1054, Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 861; 
Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XVI, § 1643, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 
Stat. 3650; Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title XVI, § 1665, Dec. 
12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1767; Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1670, Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2157; Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, 
title XVI, § 1665(a), (b), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1773, 
which was transferred to this chapter and renumbered 
as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 116–283, § 1633(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘periodically review reports submitted’’ for 
‘‘review each report’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 116–283, § 1633(2), struck out 
‘‘not later than 180 days after the date on which such 
report under subsection (a) is submitted,’’ before ‘‘sub-
mit to the congressional defense committees’’. 

2019—Pub. L. 116–92, § 1665(c)(1)(D), conformed section 
designation and catchline to the style of this title. 

Pub. L. 116–92, § 1665(c)(1)(A)–(C), transferred section 
1043 of Pub. L. 112–81, as amended, to this chapter and 
renumbered it as this section. See Codification note 
above. 

§ 493. Reports to Congress on the modification of 
the force structure for the strategic nuclear 
weapons delivery systems of the United 
States 

Whenever after December 31, 2011, the Presi-
dent proposes a modification of the force struc-
ture for the strategic nuclear weapons delivery 
systems of the United States, the President 
shall submit to Congress a report on the modi-
fication not less than 180 days before the in-
tended effective date of the modification. The 
report shall include a description of the manner 
in which such modification will maintain for the 
United States a range of strategic nuclear weap-
ons delivery systems appropriate for the current 
and anticipated threats faced by the United 
States when compared with the current force 
structure of strategic nuclear weapons delivery 
systems. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title 
X, § 1031(b)(3)(B), (C)(ii), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 
1918, 1919; Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title X, 
§ 1091(b)(5), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 876; Pub. L. 
117–81, div. A, title XVI, § 1634, Dec. 27, 2021, 135 
Stat. 2091.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

The text of this section is based on Pub. L. 112–81, div. 
A, title X, § 1077, Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1596. Section 
1077 of Pub. L. 112–81, formerly classified to section 2514 
of Title 50, War and National Defense, was transferred 
to this section by Pub. L. 112–239, § 1031(b)(3)(B)(i)–(iii). 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 117–81 inserted ‘‘not less than 180 days 
before the intended effective date of the modification’’ 
after ‘‘report on the modification’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, § 1031(b)(3)(C)(ii), made technical 
amendments to conform section enumerator and catch-
line to the style of this title. See Codification note 
above. 

Pub. L. 112–239, § 1031(b)(3)(B)(iv), as amended by Pub. 
L. 113–66, § 1091(b)(5), substituted ‘‘December 31, 2011,’’ 
for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this Act’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title X, § 1091(b), Dec. 26, 2013, 
127 Stat. 876, provided in part that the amendment 
made by section 1091(b)(5) is effective as of Jan. 2, 2013, 
and as if included in Pub. L. 112–239 as enacted. 

§ 494. Nuclear force reductions 

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW START TREATY.—
(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the Sense of 

Congress that—
(A) the United States is committed to 

maintaining a safe, secure, reliable, and 
credible nuclear deterrent; 

(B) the United States should undertake 
and support an enduring stockpile steward-
ship program and maintain and modernize 
nuclear weapons production capabilities and 
capacities to ensure the safety, security, re-
liability, and credibility of the United 
States nuclear deterrent and to meet re-
quirements for hedging against possible 
international developments or technical 
problems; 

(C) the United States should maintain nu-
clear weapons laboratories and plants and 
preserve the intellectual infrastructure, in-
cluding competencies and skill sets; and 

(D) the United States should provide the 
necessary resources to achieve these goals, 
using as a starting point the levels set forth 
in the President’s 10-year plan provided to 
Congress pursuant to section 1251 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2549).

(2) INSUFFICIENT FUNDING.—
(A) REPORT.—During each year in which 

the New START Treaty is in force, if the 
President determines that an appropriations 
Act is enacted that fails to meet the re-
source levels set forth in the November 2010 
update to the plan referred to in section 1251 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 123 
Stat. 2549) or if at any time determines that 
more resources are required to carry out 
such plan than were estimated, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees, within 60 days of 
making such a determination, a report de-
tailing—

(i) a plan to address the resource short-
fall; 

(ii) if more resources are required to 
carry out the plan than were estimated—

(I) the proposed level of funding re-
quired; and 

(II) an identification of the stockpile 
work, campaign, facility, site, asset, pro-
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