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retary of Defense, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, or the Vice Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(ii) An individual described in paragraph 
(2)(E).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘qualified members of the armed forces’’ and 
‘‘qualified civilian employees of the Department 
of Defense’’ refer collectively to members or em-
ployees who are assigned to investigative, law 
enforcement, or security duties of any of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand. 

(2) The Naval Criminal Investigative Serv-
ice. 

(3) The Air Force Office of Special Investiga-
tions. 

(4) The Defense Criminal Investigative Serv-
ice. 

(5) The Pentagon Force Protection Agency.

(d) CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) NO ADDITIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OR AR-

REST AUTHORITY.—Other than the authority to 
provide protection and security under this sec-
tion, nothing in this section may be construed 
to bestow any additional law enforcement or 
arrest authority upon the qualified members 
of the armed forces and qualified civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense. 

(2) POSSE COMITATUS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to abridge section 1385 
of title 18. 

(3) AUTHORITIES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS.—
Nothing in this section may be construed to 
preclude or limit, in any way, the express or 
implied powers of the Secretary of Defense or 
other Department of Defense officials, or the 
duties and authorities of the Secretary of 
State, the Director of the United States Se-
cret Service, the Director of the United States 
Marshals Service, or any other Federal law en-
forcement agency. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title 
IX, § 952(c)(1), (4)–(6), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2375, 
2376.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Text of section, as added by Pub. L. 114–328, is based 
on text of subsecs. (a) to (d) of section 1074 of Pub. L. 
110–181, div. A, title X, Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 330, as 
amended, which was formerly set out as a note under 
section 113 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
114–328, div. A, title IX, § 952(c)(3), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 
2375. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 714, added Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title 
V, § 597(a), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1766, related to re-
quired grade of officer selected for assignment to posi-
tion of defense attaché to United States embassy in 
France, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title 
V, § 503(a), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1456. 

Another prior section 714, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 
70A Stat. 33, related to reports to Congress on length of 
tours of duty outside the United States by members of 
the Army and Air Force, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
86–533, § 1(5)(A), June 29, 1960, 74 Stat. 246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(4)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘armed forces’’ for ‘‘Armed Forces’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(5)(A)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘Members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in addi-
tion to the Chairman and Vice Chairman’’ for ‘‘Chiefs 
of the Services’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7), (8). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(5)(A)(ii), 
(iii), redesignated par. (8) as (7) and struck out former 
par. (7) which read as follows: ‘‘Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau.’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(4)(A), (5)(B), in 
introductory provisions, substituted ‘‘armed forces’’ for 
‘‘Armed Forces’’ and ‘‘through (7)’’ for ‘‘through (8)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(6), struck 
out ‘‘, military member,’’ after ‘‘official’’ and inserted 
‘‘or member of the armed forces’’ after ‘‘of the Depart-
ment of Defense’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(4)(B), substituted 
‘‘section, the terms ‘qualified members of the armed 
forces’ and’’ for ‘‘section: 

‘‘(1) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.—The 
term ‘congressional defense committees’ means the 
Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the Committee on 
Appropriations and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND 
QUALIFIED CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE.—The terms ‘qualified members of the 
Armed Forces’ and’’; redesignated subpars. (A) to (E) 
of former par. (2) as pars. (1) to (5), respectively, of 
subsec. (c); and realigned margins. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(4)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘armed forces’’ for ‘‘Armed Forces’’. 
Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 114–328, § 952(c)(4)(C), struck out 

‘‘, United States Code’’ after ‘‘title 18’’. 

§ 715. Attending Physician to the Congress: grade 

A general officer serving as Attending Physi-
cian to the Congress, while so serving, holds the 
grade of major general. A flag officer serving as 
Attending Physician to the Congress, while so 
serving, holds the grade of rear admiral (upper 
half). 

(Added Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title V, § 508(a), 
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1749.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 715, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 33, related to detail of members of regular and re-
serve components to assist those components prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, §§ 1662(g)(2), 
1691, Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2996, 3026, effective Dec. 1, 
1994. See section 12501 of this title. 

§ 716. Commissioned officers: transfers among 
the armed forces, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and the Public 
Health Service 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the President, within authorized strengths 
and with the consent of the officer involved, 
may transfer any commissioned officer of a uni-
formed service from his uniformed service to, 
and appoint him in, another uniformed service. 
The Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Secretary of Commerce, 
and the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall jointly establish, by regulations approved 
by the President, policies and procedures for 
such transfers and appointments. 
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