§773

upon which the uniform may be worn by persons who
have served honorably in the armed forces of the
United States in time of war is hereby delegated to the
Secretary of Defense so far as it pertains to the uni-
forms of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps,
and to the Secretary of Homeland Security so far as it
pertains to the uniform of the Coast Guard.

§773. When distinctive insignia required

(a) A person for whom one of the following
uniforms is prescribed may wear it, if it includes
distinctive insignia prescribed by the Secretary
of the military department concerned to distin-
guish it from the uniform of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, or Space Force, as the
case may be:

(1) The uniform prescribed by the university,
college, or school for an instructor or member
of the organized cadet corps of—

(A) a State university or college, or a pub-
lic high school, having a regular course of
military instruction; or

(B) an educational institution having a
regular course of military instruction, and
having a member of the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marine Corps, or Space Force as in-
structor in military science and tactics.

(2) The uniform prescribed by a military so-
ciety composed of persons discharged honor-
ably or under honorable conditions from the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or
Space Force to be worn by a member of that
society when authorized by regulations pre-
scribed by the President.

(b) A uniform prescribed under subsection (a)
may not include insignia of grade the same as,
or similar to, those prescribed for officers of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Space
Force.

(c) Under such regulations as the Secretary of
the military department concerned may pre-
scribe, any person who is permitted to attend a
course of instruction prescribed for members of
a reserve officers’ training corps, and who is not
a member of that corps, may, while attending
that course of instruction, wear the uniform of
that corps.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 35; Pub. L.
85-355, Mar. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 66; Pub. L. 116-283,
div. A, title IX, §924(b)(3)(P), Jan. 1, 2021, 134
Stat. 3821.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Isgggisjg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
773(a) ...... 10:1393 (words between June 3, 1916, ch. 134, §125
4th and 7th semicolons (words between 4th and
of 1st proviso, and 2d 7th semicolons of 1st
proviso, of 1st par.). proviso, and 2d and
713(0) ...... 10:1393 (last proviso of last provisos, of 1st

par.), 39 Stat. 216; June
4, 1920, ch. 228, §8, 41
Stat. 836; Sept. 15, 1951,
ch. 402, 65 Stat. 323;
July 6, 1953, ch. 180, §1,
67 Stat. 140.

1st par.).

In subsection (a), the word ‘“‘mark’ is omitted as sur-
plusage.

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘persons discharged
honorably or under honorable conditions from’ are
substituted for the words ‘‘entirely of honorably dis-
charged officers or enlisted men, or both, of’. The
words ‘‘Regular or Volunteer’ are omitted as surplus-
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age. The words ‘“‘when authorized by regulations pre-
scribed by’ are substituted for the words ‘‘upon occa-
sions authorized by regulations of”’.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 116-283 substituted
‘““Marine Corps, or Space Force’ for ‘‘or Marine Corps”
in subsec. (a) wherever appearing and in subsec. (b).

1958—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 85-355 added subsec. (¢).

§774. Religious apparel: wearing while in uni-
form

(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided under
subsection (b), a member of the armed forces
may wear an item of religious apparel while
wearing the uniform of the member’s armed
force.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary concerned
may prohibit the wearing of an item of religious
apparel—

(1) in circumstances with respect to which
the Secretary determines that the wearing of
the item would interfere with the performance
of the member’s military duties; or

(2) if the Secretary determines, under regu-
lations under subsection (c), that the item of
apparel is not neat and conservative.

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary concerned
shall prescribe regulations concerning the wear-
ing of religious apparel by members of the
armed forces under the Secretary’s jurisdiction
while the members are wearing the uniform.
Such regulations shall be consistent with sub-
sections (a) and (b).

(d) RELIGIOUS APPAREL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘religious apparel’” means ap-
parel the wearing of which is part of the observ-
ance of the religious faith practiced by the
member.

(Added Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title V, §508(a)(2),
Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1086.)

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 774 was renumbered section 776 of this
title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title V, §508(c), Dec. 4, 1987, 101
Stat. 1087, directed the Secretary concerned to pre-
scribe the regulations required by subsec. (c) of this
section not later than the end of the 120-day period be-
ginning on Dec. 4, 1987.

§775. Issue of uniform without charge

(a) ISSUE OF UNIFORM.—The Secretary con-
cerned may issue a uniform, without charge, to
any of the following members:

(1) A member who is being repatriated after
being held as a prisoner of war.

(2) A member who is being treated at or re-
leased from a medical treatment facility as a
consequence of being wounded or injured dur-
ing military hostilities.

(3) A member who, as a result of the mem-
ber’s duties, has unique uniform requirements.
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