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§ 2917. Development of geothermal energy on 
military lands 

(a) DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary 
of a military department may develop, or au-
thorize the development of, any geothermal en-
ergy resource within lands under the Secretary’s 
jurisdiction, including public lands, for the use 
or benefit of the Department of Defense if that 
development is in the public interest, as deter-
mined by the Secretary concerned, and will not 
deter commercial development and use of other 
portions of such resource if offered for leasing. 

(b) CONSIDERATION OF ENERGY SECURITY.—The 
development of a geothermal energy project 
under subsection (a) should include consider-
ation of energy security in the design and devel-
opment of the project. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–214, § 6(c)(1), July 12, 1982, 96 
Stat. 172, § 2689; renumbered § 2917, Pub. L. 
109–364, div. B, title XXVIII, § 2851(b)(1), Oct. 17, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2494; amended Pub. L. 112–81, div. 
B, title XXVIII, § 2822(c), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 
1692.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b). 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364 renumbered section 2689 of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, and applicable to mili-
tary construction projects, and to construction and ac-
quisition of military family housing authorized before, 
on, or after such date, see section 12(a) of Pub. L. 
97–214, set out as a note under section 2801 of this title. 

§ 2918. Fuel sources for heating systems; prohibi-
tion on converting certain heating facilities 

(a)(1) The Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned shall provide that the primary 
fuel source to be used in any new heating system 
constructed on lands under the jurisdiction of 
the military department is the most cost effec-
tive fuel for that heating system over the life 
cycle of the system. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe 
regulations for the determination of the life-
cycle cost effectiveness of a fuel for the purposes 
of paragraph (1). 

(b) The Secretary of a military department 
may not convert a heating facility at a United 
States military installation in Europe from a 
coal-fired facility to an oil-fired facility, or to 
any other energy source facility, unless the Sec-
retary determines that the conversion—

(1) is required by the government of the 
country in which the facility is located; or 

(2) is cost-effective over the life cycle of the 
facility. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–214, § 6(c)(1), July 12, 1982, 96 
Stat. 173, § 2690; amended Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, 
title XII, § 1205(a)(1), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3971; 
Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title X, § 1041(a), Nov. 18, 
1997, 111 Stat. 1885; renumbered § 2918, Pub. L. 
109–364, div. B, title XXVIII, § 2851(b)(1), Oct. 17, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2494.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364 renumbered section 2690 of this 
title as this section. 

1997—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘unless 
the Secretary determines that the conversion—’’ for 
‘‘unless the Secretary—’’ in introductory provisions, 
added pars. (1) and (2), and struck out former pars. (1) 
and (2) which read as follows: 

‘‘(1) determines that the conversion (A) is required by 
the government of the country in which the facility is 
located, or (B) is cost effective over the life cycle of the 
facility; and 

‘‘(2) submits to Congress notification of the proposed 
conversion and a period of 30 days has elapsed following 
the date on which Congress receives the notice.’’

1986—Pub. L. 99–661 substituted ‘‘Fuel sources for 
heating systems; prohibition on converting certain 
heating facilities’’ for ‘‘Restriction on fuel sources for 
new heating systems’’ in section catchline and amend-
ed text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a new heat-
ing system that requires a heat input rate of fifty mil-
lion British thermal units per hour or more and that 
uses oil or gas (or a derivative of oil or gas) as fuel may 
not be constructed on lands under the jurisdiction of a 
military department. 

‘‘(b) The Secretary of the military department con-
cerned may waive the provisions of subsection (a) in 
rare and unusual cases, but such a waiver may not be-
come effective until after the Secretary has notified 
the appropriate committees of Congress in writing of 
the waiver. 

‘‘(c) The Secretary of the military department con-
cerned may not provide service for a new heating sys-
tem in increments in order to avoid the prohibition 
contained in subsection (a).’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, and applicable to mili-
tary construction projects, and to construction and ac-
quisition of military family housing authorized before, 
on, or after such date, see section 12(a) of Pub. L. 
97–214, set out as a note under section 2801 of this title. 

§ 2919. Department of Defense participation in 
programs for management of energy demand 
or reduction of energy usage during peak pe-
riods 

(a) PARTICIPATION IN DEMAND RESPONSE OR 
LOAD MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS.—The Secretary 
of Defense, the Secretaries of the military de-
partments, the heads of the Defense Agencies, 
and the heads of other instrumentalities of the 
Department of Defense are authorized to partici-
pate in demand response programs for the man-
agement of energy demand or the reduction of 
energy usage during peak periods conducted by 
any of the following parties: 

(1) An electric utility. 
(2) An independent system operator. 
(3) A State agency. 
(4) A third party entity (such as a demand 

response aggregator or curtailment service 
provider) implementing demand response pro-
grams on behalf of an electric utility, inde-
pendent system operator, or State agency.

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN FINANCIAL INCEN-
TIVES.—Financial incentives received from an 
entity specified in subsection (a) shall be—

(1) received as a cost reduction in the utility 
bill for a facility; or 
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(2) deposited into the fund established under 
subsection (c) for use, to the extent provided 
for in an appropriations Act, by the military 
department, Defense Agency, or instrumen-
tality receiving such financial incentive for 
energy management initiatives.

(c) ENERGY SAVINGS FINANCIAL INCENTIVES 
FUND.—There is established in the Treasury a 
fund to be known as the ‘‘Energy Savings Finan-
cial Incentives Fund’’. The Fund shall consist of 
any amount deposited in the Fund pursuant to 
subsection (b)(2) and amounts appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Fund by law. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–84, div. B, title XXVIII, 
§ 2843(a), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2681.) 

§ 2920. Energy resilience and energy security 
measures on military installations 

(a) ENERGY RESILIENCE MEASURES.—(1) The 
Secretary of Defense shall, by the end of fiscal 
year 2030, provide that 100 percent of the energy 
load required to maintain the critical missions 
of each installation have a minimum level of 
availability of 99.9 percent per fiscal year. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense shall issue stand-
ards establishing levels of availability relative 
to specific critical missions, with such standards 
providing a range of not less than 99.9 percent 
availability per fiscal year and not more than 
99.9999 percent availability per fiscal year, de-
pending on the criticality of the mission. 

(3) The Secretary may establish interim goals 
to take effect prior to fiscal year 2025 to ensure 
the requirements under this subsection are met. 

(4) The Secretary of each military department 
and the head of each Defense Agency shall en-
sure that their organizations meet the require-
ments of this subsection. 

(b) PLANNING.—(1) The Secretary of Defense 
shall require the Secretary of each military de-
partment and the head of each Defense Agency 
to plan for the provision of energy resilience and 
energy security for installations. 

(2) Planning under paragraph (1) shall—
(A) promote the use of multiple and diverse 

sources of energy, with an emphasis favoring 
energy resources originating on the installa-
tion such as modular generation; 

(B) promote installing microgrids to ensure 
the energy security and energy resilience of 
critical missions; and 

(C) favor the use of full-time, installed en-
ergy sources rather than emergency genera-
tion.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMATION.—The plan-
ning required by subsection (b) shall identify 
each of the following for each installation: 

(1) The critical missions of the installation. 
(2) The energy requirements of those critical 

missions. 
(3) The duration that those energy require-

ments are likely to be needed in the event of 
a disruption or emergency. 

(4) The current source of energy provided to 
those critical missions. 

(5) The duration that the currently provided 
energy would likely be available in the event 
of a disruption or emergency. 

(6) Any currently available sources of energy 
that would provide uninterrupted energy to 

critical missions in the event of a disruption 
or emergency. 

(7) Alternative sources of energy that could 
be developed to provide uninterrupted energy 
to critical missions in the event of a disrup-
tion or emergency.

(d) TESTING AND MEASURING.—(1)(A) The Sec-
retary of Defense shall require the Secretary of 
each military department and head of each De-
fense Agency to conduct monitoring, measuring, 
and testing to provide the data necessary to 
comply with this section. 

(B) Any data provided under subparagraph (A) 
shall be made available to the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Sustainment upon request. 

(2)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall require 
that black start exercises be conducted to assess 
the energy resilience and energy security of in-
stallations for periods established to evaluate 
the ability of the installation to perform critical 
missions without access to off-installation en-
ergy resources. 

(B) A black start exercise conducted under 
subparagraph (A) may exclude, if technically 
feasible, housing areas, commissaries, ex-
changes, and morale, welfare, and recreation fa-
cilities. 

(C) The Secretary of Defense shall—
(i) provide uniform policy for the military 

departments and the Defense Agencies with 
respect to conducting black start exercises; 
and 

(ii) establish a schedule of black start exer-
cises for the military departments and the De-
fense Agencies, with each military department 
and Defense Agency scheduled to conduct such 
an exercise on a number of installations each 
year sufficient to allow that military depart-
ment or Defense Agency to meet the goals of 
this section, but in any event not fewer than 
five installations each year for each military 
department through fiscal year 2027.

(D)(i) Except as provided in clause (ii), the 
Secretary of each military department shall, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, con-
duct black start exercises in accordance with 
the schedule provided for in subparagraph 
(C)(ii), with any such exercise not to last longer 
than five days. 

(ii) The Secretary of a military department 
may conduct more black start exercises than 
those identified in the schedule provided for in 
subparagraph (C)(ii). 

(e) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—For contracts 
for energy and utility services, the Secretary of 
Defense shall—

(1) specify methods and processes to meas-
ure, manage, and verify compliance with sub-
section (a); and 

(2) ensure that such contracts include re-
quirements appropriate to ensure energy resil-
ience and energy security, including require-
ments for metering to measure, manage, and 
verify energy consumption, availability, and 
reliability consistent with this section and the 
energy resilience metrics and standards under 
section 2911(b) of this title.

(f) EXCEPTION.—This section does not apply to 
fuels used in aircraft, vessels, or motor vehicles. 

(g) REPORT.—If by the end of fiscal year 2029, 
the Secretary determines that the Department 
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