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§4253. Major defense acquisition programs: sub-
missions to Congress on Milestone C

(a) BRIEF SUMMARY REPORT.—Not later than 15
days after granting Milestone C approval for a
major defense acquisition program, the mile-
stone decision authority for the program shall
provide to the congressional defense committees
and, in the case of intelligence or intelligence-
related activities, the congressional intelligence
committees a brief summary report that con-
tains the following:

(1) The estimated cost and schedule for the
program established by the military depart-
ment concerned, including—

(A) the dollar values estimated for the pro-
gram acquisition unit cost, average procure-
ment unit cost, and total life-cycle cost; and

(B) the planned dates for initial oper-
ational test and evaluation and initial oper-
ational capability.

(2) The independent estimated cost for the
program established pursuant to section
3221(b)(6) of this title, and any independent es-
timated schedule for the program, including—

(A) the dollar values estimated for the pro-
gram acquisition unit cost, average procure-
ment unit cost, and total life-cycle cost; and

(B) the planned dates for initial oper-
ational test and evaluation and initial oper-
ational capability.

(3) A summary of any production, manufac-
turing, and fielding risks associated with the
program.

(4) An assessment of the sufficiency of the
developmental test and evaluation completed,
including the use of automated data analytics
or modeling and simulation tools and meth-
odologies.

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—At the request
of any of the congressional defense committees
or, in the case of intelligence or intelligence-re-
lated activities, the congressional intelligence
committees, the milestone decision authority
shall submit to the committee further informa-
tion or underlying documentation for the infor-
mation in a brief summary report submitted
under subsection (a), including the independent
cost and schedule estimates and the independent
technical risk assessments referred to in that
subsection.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘congres-
sional intelligence committees’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 437(c) of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 114-328, div. A, title VIII,
§808(c)(1), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2265, §2366¢;
amended Pub. L. 11591, div. A, title VIII,
§838(a)(2), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1474; renum-
bered §4253 and amended Pub. L. 116-283, div. A,
title XVIII, §1847(d)(3), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat.
4256.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 116-283 renumbered section 2366¢c of this
title as this section and, in subsec. (a)(2), substituted
“‘section 3221(b)(6)”’ for ‘‘section 2334(a)(6)’’ in introduc-
tory provisions. Section was inserted after section 4252
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§4271

of this title, as renumbered by par. (2) of section 1847(d)
of Pub. L. 116-283, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress, notwithstanding language directing this section
be inserted after section 4252 of this title ‘‘as trans-
ferred and redesignated by paragraph (3)” of section
1847(d).

2017—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 115-91 added par. (4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2021 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 116-283 effective Jan. 1, 2022,
with additional provisions for delayed implementation
and applicability of existing law, see section 1801(d) of
Pub. L. 116-283, set out as a note preceding section 3001
of this title.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONDUCTING ASSESSMENTS;
GUIDANCE
For provisions designating officials responsible for
conducting assessments and provisions requiring guid-
ance for assessments under subsec. (a)(4) of this sec-
tion, see section 838(a)(3), (4) of Pub. L. 115-91, set out
as notes under section 4252 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER IV—ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
APPLICABLE SPECIFICALLY TO MAJOR
DEFENSE ACQUISITION PROGRAMS

Sec.

4271. Program cost, fielding, and performance goals
in planning major defense acquisition pro-
grams.

4272, Independent technical risk assessments.

4273. Performance assessments and root cause
analyses.

4274. [Reserved].

4275. [Reserved].

4276. [Reserved].

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 117-81, div. A, title XVII, §1701(r)(1)(A),
Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2149, amended Pub. L. 116-283,
div. A, title XVIII. §1847(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4253,
which added this analysis, by substituting ‘‘[Reserved]”’
for ‘‘Acquisition-related functions of chiefs: adherence
to requirements in major defense acquisition pro-
grams’’ in item 4274.

§4271. Program cost, fielding, and performance
goals in planning major defense acquisition
programs

(a) PROGRAM COST AND FIELDING TARGETS.—(1)
Before funds are obligated for technology devel-
opment, systems development, or production of
a major defense acquisition program, the des-
ignated milestone decision authority for the
program shall ensure, by establishing the goals
described in paragraph (2), that the program
will—

(A) be affordable;

(B) incorporate program planning that an-
ticipates the evolution of capabilities to meet
changing threats, technology insertion, and
interoperability; and

(C) be fielded when needed.

(2) The goals described in this paragraph are
goals for—

(A) the procurement unit cost and
sustainment cost (referred to in this section as
the ‘“‘program cost targets’’);

(B) the date for initial operational capa-
bility (referred to in this section as the ‘‘field-
ing target’’); and
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