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1 See References in Text note below. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title XVII, § 1701(p)(2)(A), 
Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2148, amended Pub. L. 116–283, 
div. A, title XVIII, § 1869(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4283, 
which added this analysis, by adding items 4843 to 4845 
and striking out former item 4843 ‘‘Armament retooling 
and manufacturing’’. 

§ 4841. Manufacturing Technology Program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall establish a Manufacturing Technology 
Program to further the national security objec-
tives of section 4811(a) of this title through the 
development and application of advanced manu-
facturing technologies and processes that will 
reduce the acquisition and supportability costs 
of defense weapon systems and reduce manufac-
turing and repair cycle times across the life cy-
cles of such systems. The Secretary shall use 
the joint planning process of the directors of the 
Department of Defense laboratories in estab-
lishing the program. The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering shall admin-
ister the program. 

(b) PURPOSE OF PROGRAM.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall use the program—

(1) to provide centralized guidance and direc-
tion (including goals, milestones, and prior-
ities) to the military departments and the De-
fense Agencies on all matters relating to man-
ufacturing technology; 

(2) to direct the development and implemen-
tation of Department of Defense plans, pro-
grams, projects, activities, and policies that 
promote the development and application of 
advanced technologies to manufacturing proc-
esses, tools, and equipment; 

(3) to improve the manufacturing quality, 
productivity, technology, and practices of 
businesses and workers providing goods and 
services to the Department of Defense; 

(4) to focus Department of Defense support 
for the development and application of ad-
vanced manufacturing technologies and proc-
esses for use to meet manufacturing require-
ments that are essential to the national de-
fense, as well as for repair and remanufac-
turing in support of the operations of systems 
commands, depots, air logistics centers, and 
shipyards; 

(5) to disseminate information concerning 
improved manufacturing improvement con-
cepts, including information on such matters 
as best manufacturing practices, product data 
exchange specifications, computer-aided ac-
quisition and logistics support, and rapid ac-
quisition of manufactured parts; 

(6) to sustain and enhance the skills and ca-
pabilities of the manufacturing work force; 

(7) to promote high-performance work sys-
tems (with development and dissemination of 
production technologies that build upon the 
skills and capabilities of the work force), high 
levels of worker education and training; and 

(8) to ensure appropriate coordination be-
tween the manufacturing technology pro-
grams and industrial preparedness programs of 
the Department of Defense and similar pro-
grams undertaken by other departments and 

agencies of the Federal Government or by the 
private sector.

(c) EXECUTION.—(1) The Secretary may carry 
out projects under the program through the Sec-
retaries of the military departments and the 
heads of the Defense Agencies. 

(2) In the establishment and review of require-
ments for an advanced manufacturing tech-
nology or process, the Secretary shall ensure 
the participation of those prospective tech-
nology users that are expected to be the users of 
that technology or process. 

(3) The Secretary shall ensure that each 
project under the program for the development 
of an advanced manufacturing technology or 
process includes an implementation plan for the 
transition of that technology or process to the 
prospective technology users that will be the 
users of that technology or process. 

(4) In the periodic review of a project under 
the program, the Secretary shall ensure partici-
pation by those prospective technology users 
that are the expected users for the technology or 
process being developed under the project. 

(5) In order to promote increased dissemina-
tion and use of manufacturing technology 
throughout the national defense technology and 
industrial base, the Secretary shall seek, to the 
maximum extent practicable, the participation 
of manufacturers of manufacturing equipment 
in the projects under the program. 

(6) In this subsection, the term ‘‘prospective 
technology users’’ means the following officials 
and elements of the Department of Defense: 

(A) Program and project managers for de-
fense weapon systems. 

(B) Systems commands. 
(C) Depots. 
(D) Air logistics centers. 
(E) Shipyards.

(d) COMPETITION AND COST SHARING.—(1) In ac-
cordance with the policy stated in section 4008 1 
of this title, competitive procedures shall be 
used for awarding all grants and entering into 
all contracts, cooperative agreements, and other 
transactions under the program. 

(2) Under the competitive procedures used, the 
factors to be considered in the evaluation of 
each proposed grant, contract, cooperative 
agreement, or other transaction for a project 
under the program shall include the extent to 
which that proposed transaction provides for the 
proposed recipient to share in the cost of the 
project. For a project for which the Government 
receives an offer from only one offeror, the con-
tracting officer shall negotiate the ratio of con-
tract recipient cost to Government cost that 
represents the best value to the Government. 

(e) FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop a plan for the program that 
includes the following: 

(A) The overall manufacturing technology 
goals, milestones, priorities, and investment 
strategy for the program. 

(B) The objectives of, and funding for, the 
program for each military department and 
each Defense Agency that shall participate in 
the program during the period of the plan.
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