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(3) prepare detailed instructions for the exe-
cution of approved plans and supervise the 
execution of those plans and instructions; 

(4) as directed by the Secretary of the Air 
Force or the Chief of Space Operations, coordi-
nate the action of organizations of the Space 
Force; and 

(5) perform such other duties, not otherwise 
assigned by law, as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Air Force. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, § 921(a), 
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3805.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 9084 was renumbered section 9086 of 
this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 9084 was successively renumbered sec-
tion 9068, then 9083, of this title by Pub. L. 116–92, 
§ 952(b)(1), (e). 

§ 9085. Regular Space Force: composition 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Regular Space Force is 
the component of the Space Force that consists 
of persons whose continuous service on active 
duty in both peace and war is contemplated by 
law, and of retired members of the Regular 
Space Force. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Regular Space Force in-
cludes—

(1) the officers and enlisted members of the 
Regular Space Force; and 

(2) the retired officers and enlisted members 
of the Regular Space Force. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, § 922(d), 
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3807.) 

§ 9086. Space Development Agency 

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) There is a Space Develop-
ment Agency of the Department of Defense (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Agency’’). The 
Director of the Space Development Agency shall 
be the head of the Agency. 

(2) Effective on October 1, 2022—
(A) the Agency shall be an element of the 

Space Force; and 
(B) the Director shall report—

(i) pursuant to section 9016(b)(6)(B)(iv)(III) 
of this title, to the Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force for Space Acquisition and In-
tegration with respect to acquisition deci-
sions; and 

(ii) directly to the Chief of Space Oper-
ations with respect to requirements deci-
sions, personnel decisions, and any other 
matter not covered by clause (i).

(b) DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION AUTHORI-
TIES.—The Director shall lead—

(1) the development and demonstration of a 
resilient military space-based sensing, track-
ing, and data transport architecture that uses 
proliferated low-Earth orbit systems and serv-
ices; 

(2) the integration of next-generation space 
capabilities, such as novel sensors (including 
with respect to alternate navigation, and au-
tonomous battle management features), and 

sensor and tracking components (including a 
hypersonic and ballistic missile tracking space 
sensor payload pursuant to section 1645 of the 
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021), 
into the architecture specified in paragraph (1) 
to address the requirements and needs of the 
armed forces and combatant commands for 
such capabilities; 

(3) the procurement of commercial capabili-
ties and services, including—

(A) options for integrating payloads on 
commercial buses and spacecraft into exist-
ing commercial architectures; and 

(B) innovative commercial capabilities and 
services, such as on-orbit servicing or in-
space transportation systems, that could ex-
tend the life of space systems, rapidly re-
spond to threats, or contribute to resilience; 
and

(4) the rapid introduction, acquisition, and 
iteration of cost-effective, resilient solutions 
that leverage planned and existing commercial 
low-Earth orbit capabilities or innovative ca-
pabilities.

(c) BUDGET MATERIALS AND PROGRAM ELE-
MENTS.—Beginning not later than with respect 
to fiscal year 2023 and each fiscal year there-
after—

(1) in the budget justification materials sub-
mitted to Congress in support of the Depart-
ment of Defense budget for a fiscal year (as 
submitted with the budget of the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31), the amount 
requested for the activities of the Agency 
shall be separate from the other activities of 
the Space Force; and 

(2) the Secretary of Defense shall ensure 
that the programs of the Agency are assigned 
program elements different from other pro-
gram elements of the Space Force.

(d) DELEGATION OF AUTHORITIES.—(1) With re-
spect to tranche 0 capabilities and tranche 1 ca-
pabilities, to the extent practicable, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, acting through the 
Service Acquisition Executive for Space Sys-
tems and Programs, shall ensure the delegation 
to the Agency of—

(A) head of contracting authority; and 
(B) milestone decision authority for the mid-

dle tier of acquisition programs.

(2)(A) The Service Acquisition Executive for 
Space Systems and Programs may rescind the 
delegation of authority under paragraph (1) for 
cause or on a case-by-case basis. 

(B) Not later than 30 days after the date of a 
rescission under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of the Air Force shall notify the congres-
sional defense committees of such rescission. 

(3) In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘tranche 0 capabilities’’ means 

capabilities relating to transport, battle man-
agement, tracking, custody, navigation, deter-
rence, and support, that are intended to be 
achieved by September 30, 2022. 

(B) The term ‘‘tranche 1 capabilities’’ means 
capabilities relating to transport, battle man-
agement, tracking, custody, navigation, deter-
rence, and support, that are intended to be 
achieved by September 30, 2024. 
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