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AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 116–283, § 923(d)(11)(A), 
inserted ‘‘or the Regular Space Force’’ after ‘‘Regular 
Air Force’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3)(A). Pub. L. 116–283, § 923(d)(11)(B), in-
serted ‘‘or as a Reserve in the Space Force for service 
in the Space Force Reserve’’ after ‘‘Air Force Reserve’’. 

2019—Subsec. (a)(5)(A). Pub. L. 116–92 inserted ‘‘or 
seek or accept approval for off-duty employment while 
completing the cadet’s commissioned service obliga-
tion’’ before ‘‘to obtain employment’’. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 9348 of this 
title as this section. 

2017—Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 115–91, § 543(c), added par. 
(5). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 115–91, § 618(a)(1)(M), inserted ‘‘or 
373’’ before ‘‘of title 37’’. 

2011—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 111–383 added par. (4). 
2009—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–84 substituted ‘‘sub-

section (a)’’ for ‘‘section (a)’’. 
2006—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109–163 added subsec. (f). 
1996—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted 

‘‘five years’’ for ‘‘six years’’. 
1989—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 101–189, § 511(d), sub-

stituted ‘‘six years’’ for ‘‘five years’’. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–189, § 1622(e)(5), inserted ‘‘the 

term’’ after ‘‘In this section,’’. 
1985—Pub. L. 99–145 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: 
‘‘(a) Each cadet who is a citizen or national of the 

United States shall sign an agreement that he will—
‘‘(1) unless sooner separated from the Academy, 

complete the course of instruction at the Academy; 
‘‘(2) accept an appointment and, unless sooner sepa-

rated from the service, serve as a commissioned offi-
cer of the Regular Air Force for at least the five 
years immediately after graduation; and 

‘‘(3) accept an appointment as a commissioned offi-
cer as a Reserve for service in the Air Force Reserve 
and, unless sooner separated from the service, remain 
therein until at least the sixth anniversary and, at 
the direction of the Secretary of Defense, up to the 
eighth anniversary of his graduation, if an appoint-
ment in the Regular Air Force is not tendered to him, 
or if he is permitted to resign as a commissioned offi-
cer of that component before that anniversary. 

If the cadet is a minor and has parents or a guardian, 
he may sign the agreement only with the consent of 
the parents or guardian. 

‘‘(b) A cadet who does not fulfill his agreement under 
subsection (a) may be transferred by the Secretary of 
the Air Force to the Air Force Reserve in an appro-
priate enlisted grade and, notwithstanding section 651 
of this title, may be ordered to active duty to serve in 
that grade for such period of time as the Secretary pre-
scribes but not for more than four years.’’

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–525, § 541(c), struck out 
‘‘, unless sooner separated,’’ in introductory text be-
fore ‘‘he will’’; inserted in cl. (1) ‘‘unless sooner sepa-
rated from the Academy,’’; and inserted ‘‘, unless soon-
er separated from the service,’’ in cls. (2) and (3). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 98–525, § 542(d), substituted ‘‘at 
least the sixth anniversary and, at the direction of the 
Secretary of Defense, up to the eighth anniversary’’ for 
‘‘the sixth anniversary’’. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–647 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 88–276 substituted ‘‘five’’ for 
‘‘three’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2017 AMENDMENT 

Revised cadet and midshipman service agreements 
under this section and sections 7448 and 8459 of this 

title applicable to cadets and midshipmen who are at-
tending the United States Military Academy, the 
United States Naval Academy, or the United States Air 
Force Academy on Dec. 12, 2017, and to persons who 
begin attendance at such military service academies on 
or after that date, see section 543(d) of Pub. L. 115–91, 
set out as a note under section 7448 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–106 applicable to persons 
first admitted to United States Military Academy, 
United States Naval Academy, and United States Air 
Force Academy after Dec. 31, 1991, see section 531(e) of 
Pub. L. 104–106, set out as a note under section 7448 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 511(d) of Pub. L. 101–189 appli-
cable to persons who are first admitted to one of the 
military service academies after Dec. 31, 1991, see sec-
tion 511(e) of Pub. L. 101–189, as amended, set out as a 
note under section 2114 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–145 (other than with re-
spect to the authority of the Secretary of the Air Force 
to prescribe regulations) effective on the date on which 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary take effect and 
applicable to agreements entered into under this sec-
tion on or after the effective date of such regulations 
and also with respect to each such agreement that was 
entered into before the effective date of such regula-
tions by an individual who is a cadet on such date, see 
section 512(e) of Pub. L. 99–145, set out as a note under 
section 7448 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 541(c) of Pub. L. 98–525 appli-
cable with respect to agreements entered into under 
this section before, on, or after Oct. 19, 1984, see section 
541(d) of Pub. L. 98–525, set out as a note under section 
7448 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT; OBLIGATED 
PERIOD OF SERVICE 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 88–276, 
see section 5(c) of Pub. L. 88–276, set out as a note under 
section 7448 of this title. 

REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING 1985 AMENDMENT 

Secretary of the Air Force to prescribe regulations 
required by subsec. (c) of this section as added by Pub. 
L. 99–145 not later than the end of the 90-day period be-
ginning on Nov. 8, 1985, see section 512(d) of Pub. L. 
99–145, set out as a note under section 7448 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

For savings provision relating to payment or repay-
ment of any bonus, incentive pay, special pay, or simi-
lar pay obligated to be paid before Apr. 1, 2006, under a 
provision of this section amended by section 687(c) of 
Pub. L. 109–163, see section 687(f) of Pub. L. 109–163, set 
out as a note under section 510 of this title. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE POLICY ON SERVICE ACAD-
EMY AND ROTC GRADUATES SEEKING TO PARTICIPATE 
IN PROFESSIONAL SPORTS BEFORE COMPLETION OF 
THEIR ACTIVE-DUTY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS 

Secretary of Defense to prescribe, not later than July 
1, 2007, Department of Defense policy on whether to au-
thorize service academy and ROTC graduates to par-
ticipate in professional sports before the completion of 
their obligations for service on active duty, see section 
533 of Pub. L. 109–364, set out as a note under section 
7448 of this title. 

§ 9449. Cadets: organization; service; instruction 

(a) A cadet shall perform duties at such places 
and of such type as the President may direct. 
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(b) The course of instruction at the Academy 
is four years. 

(c) The Secretary of the Air Force shall so ar-
range the course of studies at the Academy that 
cadets are not required to pursue their studies 
on Sunday. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 566, § 9349; re-
numbered § 9449, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title 
VIII, § 806(a)(3), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1832; 
amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, 
§ 923(d)(12), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3815.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9349(a) ..... 10:1102. R.S. 1322. 
9349(b) ..... 10:1043. R.S. 1323. 
9349(c) .....
9349(d) .....

10:1044. 
10:1105. 

Mar. 30, 1920, ch. 112 (1st 
par., less provisos, 
under ‘‘Miscella-
neous’’), 41 Stat. 548. 

R.S. 1324. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘commissioned’’ is in-
serted for clarity. 10:1105 (2d sentence) is omitted as ob-
solete. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘perform’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘be subject at all times to do’’. The words 
‘‘of such type’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘on such 
service’’. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘members of the Air 
Force’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘private soldier, 
noncommissioned officer, and officer’’. The words 
‘‘taught and’’ are omitted as surplusage. 10:1105 (less 1st 
18 words of last sentence) is omitted as inapplicable to 
the Air Force.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116–283 struck out subsec. 
(d) which read as follows: ‘‘Cadets shall be trained in 
the duties of members of the Air Force.’’

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 9349 of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 9450. Cadets: clothing and equipment 

(a) The Secretary of the Air Force may pre-
scribe the amount to be credited to a cadet, 
upon original admission to the Academy, for the 
cost of his initial issue of clothing and equip-
ment. That amount shall be deducted from his 
pay. If a cadet is discharged before graduation 
while owing the United States for pay advanced 
for the purchase of required clothing and equip-
ment, he shall turn in so much of his clothing 
and equipment of a distinctive military nature 
as is necessary to repay the amount advanced. If 
the value of the clothing and equipment turned 
in does not cover the amount owed, the indebt-
edness shall be canceled. 

(b) Under such regulations as the Secretary 
may prescribe, uniforms and equipment shall be 
furnished to a cadet at the Academy upon his re-
quest. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 566, § 9350; re-
numbered § 9450, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title 
VIII, § 806(a)(3), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1832.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9350(a) .....
9350(b) .....

10:1149a. 
10:1106. 

Aug. 31, 1918, ch. 166, § 9 
(17th through 22d 
words), 40 Stat. 957. 

Aug. 22, 1951, ch. 340, § 1, 
65 Stat. 196. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘while owing the United 
States for pay advanced for the purpose of’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘who is indebted to the United 
States on account of advances in pay to purchase’’. The 
words ‘‘as is necessary to repay the amount advanced’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘to the extent required to 
discharge such indebtedness’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘accouterments’’ is omit-
ted as surplusage. The words ‘‘by the Government’’ and 
‘‘such restrictions and’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
words ‘‘at cost’’ are omitted to reflect Title IV of the 
National Security Act of 1947, as amended (63 Stat. 585), 
which authorized the Secretary of Defense to prescribe 
regulations governing the use and sale of certain inven-
tories at cost, including applicable administrative ex-
penses. (See opinion of the Assistant General Counsel 
(Fiscal Matters) of the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense, January 4, 1955.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 9350 of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 9451. Cadets: deficiencies in conduct or studies; 
effect of failure on successor 

(a) A cadet who is reported as deficient in con-
duct or studies and recommended to be dis-
charged from the Academy may not, unless rec-
ommended by the Academy Board, be returned 
or reappointed to the Academy. 

(b) Any cadet who fails to pass a required ex-
amination because he is deficient in any one 
subject of instruction is entitled to a reexamina-
tion of equal scope and difficulty in that sub-
ject, if he applies in writing to the Super-
intendent within 10 days after he is officially no-
tified of his failure. The reexamination shall be 
held within 60 days after the date of his applica-
tion. If the cadet passes the reexamination and 
is otherwise qualified, he shall be readmitted to 
the Academy. If he fails, he may not have an-
other examination. 

(c) The failure of a member of a graduating 
class to complete the course with his class does 
not delay the admission of his successor. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 566, § 9351; re-
numbered § 9451, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title 
VIII, § 806(a)(3), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1832.)
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