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fare or their designees in the membership of the Na-
tional Housing Council of the Housing and Home Fi-
nance Agency. 

Section 1701i–1, act Sept. 1, 1951, ch. 378, title VI, § 615, 
65 Stat. 317, included the Secretary of Defense or his 
designee and excluded the Chairman of Board of Direc-
tors of Reconstruction Finance Corporation or his des-
ignee from National Housing Council membership. 

§ 1701j. Repealed. Aug. 2, 1954, ch. 649, title VIII, 
§ 813, 68 Stat. 647

Section, acts Apr. 20, 1950, ch. 94, title V, § 504, 64 
Stat. 81; Sept. 1, 1951, ch. 378, title VI, § 613(a), 65 Stat. 
316; June 30, 1953, ch. 170, § 23, 67 Stat. 127, related to 
control of charges and fees, imposed by lenders upon 
builders and purchasers in connection with home loans, 
by the Federal Housing Commissioner and the Adminis-
trator of Veterans’ Affairs. 

§ 1701j–1. Builder’s certification as to construc-
tion 

(a) Warranty requirements 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment is authorized and directed to require that, 
in connection with any property upon which 
there is located a dwelling designed principally 
for not more than a four-family residence and 
which is approved for mortgage insurance prior 
to the beginning of construction, the seller or 
builder, and such other person as may be re-
quired by the said Secretary to become war-
rantor, shall deliver to the purchaser or owner 
of such property a warranty that the dwelling is 
constructed in substantial conformity with the 
plans and specifications (including any amend-
ments thereof, or changes and variations there-
in, which have been approved in writing by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development) 
on which the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development based his valuation of the dwell-
ing: Provided, That the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall deliver to the builder, 
seller, or other warrantor his written approval 
(which shall be conclusive evidence of such ap-
proval) of any amendment of, or change or vari-
ation in, such plans and specifications which the 
Secretary deems to be a substantial amendment 
thereof, or change or variation therein, and 
shall file a copy of such written approval with 
such plans and specifications: Provided further, 
That such warranty shall apply only with re-
spect to such instances of substantial noncon-
formity to such approved plans and specifica-
tions (including any amendments thereof, or 
changes or variations therein, which have been 
approved in writing, as provided herein, by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development) 
as to which the purchaser or homeowner has 
given written notice to the warrantor within 
one year from the date of conveyance of title to, 
or initial occupancy of, the dwelling, whichever 
first occurs: Provided further, That such war-
ranty shall be in addition to, and not in deroga-
tion of, all other rights and privileges which 
such purchaser or owner may have under any 
other law or instrument: And provided further, 
That the provisions of this section shall apply to 
any such property covered by a mortgage in-
sured by the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development on and after October 1, 1954, unless 
such mortgage is insured pursuant to a commit-
ment therefor made prior to October 1, 1954. 

(b) Availability of plans and specifications 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment is further directed to permit copies of the 
plans and specifications (including written ap-
provals of any amendments thereof, or changes 
or variations therein, as provided herein) for 
dwellings in connection with which warranties 
are required by subsection (a) of this section to 
be made available in their appropriate local of-
fices for inspection or for copying by any pur-
chaser, homeowner, or warrantor during such 
hours or periods of time as the said Secretary 
may determine to be reasonable. 

(Aug. 2, 1954, ch. 649, title VIII, § 801, 68 Stat. 642; 
Pub. L. 85–857, § 13(s)(2), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1266; Pub. L. 90–19, § 10(e), May 25, 1967, 81 Stat. 
22.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Housing Act of 
1954, and not as part of the National Housing Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1967—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 90–19 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development’’ and ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Federal Housing Commissioner’’ and 
‘‘Commissioner’’, respectively. 

1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–857 struck out provisions 
that related to Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs and 
to mortgages guaranteed by him. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 85–857 struck out provisions that 
related to Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–857 effective Jan. 1, 1959, 
see section 2 of Pub. L. 85–857, set out as an Effective 
Date note preceding part 1 of Title 38, Veterans’ Bene-
fits. 

STUDY REGARDING HOME WARRANTY PLANS 

Pub. L. 102–550, title V, § 514, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 
3789, directed Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to conduct a study of home and builder’s warran-
ties and protection plans regarding construction of, and 
materials used in, 1- to 4-family dwellings subject to 
mortgages insured under title II of the National Hous-
ing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.), and submit a report to 
Congress regarding findings of the study and any rec-
ommendations of the Secretary resulting from the 
study, not later than the expiration of the 12-month pe-
riod beginning on Oct. 28, 1992. 

§ 1701j–2. National Institute of Building Sciences 

(a) Congressional findings and declaration of 
purpose 

(1) The Congress finds (A) that the lack of an 
authoritative national source to make findings 
and to advise both the public and private sectors 
of the economy with respect to the use of build-
ing science and technology in achieving nation-
ally acceptable standards and other technical 
provision for use in Federal, State, and local 
housing and building regulations is an obstacle 
to efforts by and imposes severe burdens upon 
all those who procure, design, construct, use, op-
erate, maintain, and retire physical facilities, 
and frequently results in the failure to take full 
advantage of new and useful developments in 
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