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Officers’ Training Corps, organized into units, at 
public and private secondary educational insti-
tutions. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c), the provisions of chapter 102 of title 
10 shall apply to a Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps established and maintained 
under this section in the same manner that such 
provisions apply to the Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps of each military department. For 
purposes of the application of such provisions to 
this section—

(1) any reference in such provisions to a 
‘‘military department’’ shall be treated as a 
reference to the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating; and 

(2) any reference in such provisions to a 
‘‘Secretary of a military department’’, a ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’, or the ‘‘Secretary of De-
fense’’ shall be treated as a reference to the 
Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating.

(c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements of chapter 
102 of title 10 shall not apply to a unit of the 
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps estab-
lished by the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating before the 
date of the enactment of this section unless the 
Secretary determines it is appropriate to apply 
such requirements to such unit. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title V, § 519(a), 
Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1350.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 

in subsec. (c), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 116–92, 

which was approved Dec. 20, 2019. 

§ 321. Congressional affairs; Director 

The Commandant shall appoint a Director of 
Congressional Affairs from among officers of the 
Coast Guard who are in a grade above captain. 
The Director of Congressional Affairs is separate 
and distinct from the Director of Governmental 
and Public Affairs for the Coast Guard and is the 
principal advisor to the Commandant on all con-
gressional and legislative matters for the Coast 
Guard and may have such additional functions 
as the Commandant may direct. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXII 
[LXXXII], § 8211(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4649.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 321 was renumbered section 2158 of 

this title. 

§ 322. Redistricting notification requirement 

The Commandant shall notify the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate at least 180 days before—

(1) implementing any plan to reduce the 
number of, change the location of, or change 
the geographic area covered by any existing 
Coast Guard Districts; or 

(2) permanently transferring more than 10 
percent of the personnel or equipment from a 
district office where such personnel or equip-
ment is based. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title 
LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8501(a)(1), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 
Stat. 4745.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 215, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 

1038, formerly set out as a note under section 504 of this 

title, was redesignated as this section, transferred to 

appear after section 321 of this title, and amended so 

that the enumerator, section catchline, typeface, and 

typestyle conformed to those appearing in other sec-

tions of this title by Pub. L. 116–283, § 8501(a)(1). 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 322 was renumbered section 2159 of 

this title. 

For redesignation of prior sections 323 to 500 not list-

ed below as having been previously repealed or renum-

bered, see Table Showing Redesignations Made by Title 

I of Pub. L. 115–282 preceding section 101 of this title. 

A prior section 356, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

521, related to retirement for disabilities incident to 

service, prior to repeal by act Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 

64 Stat. 408. See sections 1204 and 1376 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

A prior section 358, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, § 1, 63 

Stat. 522, limited number of retirements in a calendar 

year of enlisted men who had completed 20 years of 

service, to not more than the whole number nearest 1 

percent of the total enlisted force on the active list, 

and any men so authorized to be retired annually who 

were not so retired, could be retired during any subse-

quent year providing the total retired in that year did 

not exceed 3 percent of the total enlisted force, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 88–114, § 1(2), Sept. 6, 1963, 77 Stat. 144. 

Prior sections 363 and 364 were repealed by act Aug. 

3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 Stat. 408. 

Section 363, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 523, re-

lated to retiring or dropping for disabilities not inci-

dent to service. See section 1207 of Title 10, Armed 

Forces. 

Section 364, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 523, re-

lated to dropping for disabilities due to vicious habits. 

See section 1207 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

A prior section 368, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

524, related to discharge in case of under-age enlist-

ment, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–322, title I, 

§ 115(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1585. 

A prior section 425, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

525, related to retiring boards, prior to repeal by act 

Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 Stat. 408. See section 1216 of 

Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Prior sections 431, 433, and 434 were repealed by Pub. 

L. 99–640, § 10(a)(6)(A), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3549, which 

provided in part that such repeal did not affect rights 

and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, 

and proceedings that were begun under those sections 

before Nov. 10, 1986. 

Section 431, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 526; 

Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 24, 64 Stat. 407, related to per-

sonnel of former Life Saving Service. 

Section 433, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 528; 

Sept. 27, 1949, ch. 586, 63 Stat. 698; Sept. 24, 1963, Pub. L. 

88–130, § 1(11), 77 Stat. 190; Oct. 12, 1982, Pub. L. 97–295, 

§ 2(11), (14), 96 Stat. 1302, related to personnel of former 

Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation and Bu-

reau of Customs. 

Section 434, added act Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 996, 64 Stat. 

978; amended Oct. 12, 1982, Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(14), 96 Stat. 

1302, related to personnel appointed as constructors. 

Prior sections 435 to 437 were repealed by Pub. L. 

88–130, § 4(a), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 192. 
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Section 435, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 620, related to temporary appointments in time of 

war or national emergency. 
Section 436, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 621, related to temporary promotions in time of 

war or national emergency. 
Section 437, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 622; June 28, 1962, Pub. L. 87–509, § 4(b), 76 Stat. 121, 

related to discharge during war or emergency of offi-

cers having less than 20 years of service for un-

satisfactory performance of duty. 
A prior section 438, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 

§ 9(a), 70A Stat. 623; amended June 9, 1966, Pub. L. 

89–444, § 1(21), 80 Stat. 197; Dec. 12, 1980, Pub. L. 96–513, 

title V, § 505(b), 94 Stat. 2918, related to laws not appli-

cable to warrant officers of former Life Saving Service, 

Lighthouse Service, Bureau of Marine Inspection and 

Navigation, and Bureau of Customs, prior to repeal by 

Pub. L. 99–640, § 10(a)(6)(A), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3549, 

which provided in part that such repeal did not affect 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun under that 

section before Nov. 10, 1986. 
Prior sections 439 and 440 were repealed by Pub. L. 

88–130, § 4(a), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 192. 
Section 439, added act July 20, 1956, ch. 647, § 3(a), 70 

Stat. 588, related to oath of office. 
Section 440, added Pub. L. 85–861, § 33(b)(1), Sept. 2, 

1958, 72 Stat. 1567, related to temporary promotion of 

warrant officers. 
A prior section 462, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

530; May 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–474, § 1(19), 74 Stat. 146, re-

lated to pay and allowances of rear admirals, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 87–649, §§ 14d(1), 15, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 

Stat. 502, effective Nov. 1, 1962. See section 202 of Title 

37, Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed Services. 
A prior section 462a, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 

§ 10(a), 70A Stat. 623; amended Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 

87–649, § 7(b), 76 Stat. 495, related to retired pay after 

two years of active duty for retired rear admirals, prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 97–417, § 2(11), Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 

2086. 
A prior section 463, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

530, related to continuation of additional pay, prior to 

repeal by act Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 Stat. 408. 
Prior sections 464 and 465 were repealed by Pub. L. 

87–649, §§ 14d(2), (3), 15, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 502, effec-

tive Nov. 1, 1962. 
Section 464, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 531, re-

lated to allotments of pay. See section 703 of Title 37, 

Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed Services. 
Section 465, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 531, re-

lated to advances to officers ordered to and from sea or 

shore duty beyond the seas. See section 1006 of Title 37, 

Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed Services. 
A prior section 466, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

531, provided for settlement of accounts of deceased of-

ficers and men, prior to repeal by act July 12, 1955, ch. 

328, § 5(3), 69 Stat. 296. See section 2771 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces, and section 714 of Title 32, National 

Guard. 
A prior section 471a, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 

§ 11(a), 70A Stat. 624, authorized transportation of 

motor vehicles on permanent change of station, prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 87–651, title III, § 307B, Sept. 7, 1962, 

76 Stat. 526. 
A prior section 472, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

532, related to travel allowance to enlisted men on dis-

charge, prior to repeal by act Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 

64 Stat. 408. 
A prior section 473, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

532, authorized Secretary to discharge underage Coast 

Guard enlisted personnel with appropriate pay and al-

lowances, such persons to be given subsistence and 

transportation in kind to their homes, prior to repeal 

by Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(15)(A), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1302. 
A prior section 474, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

532, related to compensation for travel tolls and fares, 

prior to repeal by act Sept. 1, 1954, ch. 1211, § 5, 68 Stat. 

1130. 

A prior section 489, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

534, provided for payment of a death gratuity to sur-

vivors of officers and enlisted men of Regular Coast 

Guard, prior to repeal by act Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 837, title 

V, § 502(8)(A), 70 Stat. 886. See sections 1475 to 1480 of 

Title 10, Armed Forces. 

A prior section 490, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, § 1, 63 

Stat. 534; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 26, 64 Stat. 407; Aug. 23, 

1958, Pub. L. 85–738, § 1, 72 Stat. 832; Sept. 15, 1965, Pub. 

L. 89–185, § 2, 79 Stat. 789, provided for settlement of 

claims of military and civilian personnel, prior to re-

peal by Pub. L. 88–558, § 7, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 768, ef-

fective two years from Aug. 31, 1964. See section 3721 of 

Title 31, Money and Finance. Pub. L. 89–185 and Pub. L. 

88–558 were repealed by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 

1982, 96 Stat. 1068. 

A prior section 492a was renumbered section 492b of 

this title and subsequently renumbered section 2738 of 

this title. 

A prior section 495, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

535, related to additional pay for holders of medals, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 87–526, § 1(3), July 10, 1962, 76 

Stat. 141, and by Pub. L. 87–649, §§ 14d(5), 15, Sept. 7, 

1962, 76 Stat. 502, effective Nov. 1, 1962. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 redesignated section 215 of Pub. 

L. 108–293 as this section and made technical changes to 

conform this section to other sections of this title. See 

Codification note above.

CHAPTER 5—FUNCTIONS AND POWERS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL POWERS 

Sec. 

501. Secretary; general powers. 

502. Delegation of powers by the Secretary. 

503. Regulations. 

504. Commandant; general powers. 

505. Functions and powers vested in the Com-

mandant. 

506. Prospective payment of funds necessary to 

provide medical care. 

507. Appointment of judges. 

508. Coast Guard health-care professionals; licen-

sure portability. 

SUBCHAPTER II—LIFE SAVING AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES 

521. Saving life and property. 

522. Law enforcement. 

523. Enforcement authority. 

524. Enforcement of coastwise trade laws. 

525. Special agents of the Coast Guard Investiga-

tive Service law enforcement authority. 

526. Stopping vessels; indemnity for firing at or 

into vessel. 

527. Safety of vessels of the Armed Forces. 

528. Protecting against unmanned aircraft. 

SUBCHAPTER III—AIDS TO NAVIGATION 

541. Aids to navigation authorized. 

542. Unauthorized aids to maritime navigation; 

penalty. 

543. Interference with aids to navigation; penalty. 

544. Aids to maritime navigation; penalty. 

545. Marking of obstructions. 

546. Deposit of damage payments. 

547. Rewards for apprehension of persons inter-

fering with aids to navigation. 

548. Prohibition against officers and employees 

being interested in contracts for materials. 

549. Lighthouse and other sites; necessity and suf-

ficiency of cession by State of jurisdiction. 

550. Marking pierheads in certain lakes. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

561. Icebreaking in polar regions. 

562. Appeals and waivers. 
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