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§708. Department of Health and Human Services

(a) The Commandant may assist the Secretary
of Health and Human Services in providing med-
ical emergency helicopter transportation serv-
ices to civilians. The Commandant may pre-
scribe conditions, including reimbursement,
under which resources may be provided under
this section. The following specific limitations
apply to assistance provided under this section:

(1) Assistance may be provided only in areas
where Coast Guard units able to provide the
assistance are regularly assigned. Coast Guard
units may not be transferred from one area to
another to provide the assistance.

(2) Assistance may be provided only to the
extent it does not interfere with the perform-
ance of the Coast Guard mission.

(3) Providing assistance may not cause an
increase in amounts required for the operation
of the Coast Guard.

(b) An individual (or the estate of that indi-
vidual) who is authorized by the Coast Guard to
provide a service under a program established
under subsection (a) and who is acting within
the scope of that individual’s duties is not liable
for injury to, or loss of, property or personal in-
jury or death that may be caused incident to
providing the service.

(Added Pub. L. 97-295, §2(6)(A), Oct. 12, 1982, 96
Stat. 1301, §147a; renumbered §708, Pub. L.
115-282, title I, §106(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat.
4203.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
147a ........ 14:141 (note). July 1, 1977, Pub. L. 95-61, §8,
91 Stat. 260.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Secretary of Health and
Human Services’ are substituted for ‘‘Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare’ because of 20:3508(b)
and because the responsibility is in the head of the De-
partment. The word ‘“‘may’’ is substituted for ‘‘is au-
thorized to” for clarity. The word ‘‘conditions’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘terms and conditions’ because it is inclu-
sive. The words ‘‘deems appropriate’ are omitted as un-
necessary. The words ‘“The following . . . limitations
apply’”’ are substituted for ‘‘shall be subject to the fol-
lowing . . . limitations” for clarity.

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 708 was renumbered section 3708 of
this title.

AMENDMENTS
2018—Pub. L. 115-282 renumbered section 147a of this
title as this section.
Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in section 8 of Pub.
L. 95-61 which was formerly set out as a note under sec-
tion 141 (now 701) of this title.

§709. Maritime instruction

The Coast Guard may, when so requested by
proper authority, detail members for duty in
connection with maritime instruction and train-
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ing by the several States, Territories, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, and when re-
quested by the Maritime Administrator, detail
individuals in the Coast Guard for duty in con-
nection with maritime instruction and training
by the United States. The service rendered by
any individual so detailed shall be considered
Coast Guard duty.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 507, §148; Pub. L.
97-31, §12(4), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 154; Pub. L.
98-557, §15(a)(3)(D), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865; re-
numbered §709, Pub. L. 115-282, title I, §106(Db),
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4203; Pub. L. 116-283, div. G,
title LVXXXYV [LXXXV], §8505(a)(8), Jan. 1, 2021,
134 Stat. 4748.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §49 (Aug. 4, 1939, ch.
416, 53 Stat. 1181).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 709 was renumbered section 3709 of
this title.

A prior section 709a was renumbered section 3710 of
this title.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘individuals’ for
“‘persons’ and ‘‘individual’’ for ‘‘person’.

2018—Pub. L. 115-282 renumbered section 148 of this
title as this section.

1984—Pub. L. 98-557 substituted reference to members
for reference to officers and enlisted men.

1981—Pub. L. 97-31 substituted ‘‘Maritime Adminis-
trator” for “United States Maritime Commission”’.

§710. Assistance to foreign governments and
maritime authorities

(a) DETAIL OF MEMBERS TO ASSIST FOREIGN
GOVERNMENTS.—The President may upon appli-
cation from the foreign governments concerned,
and whenever in his discretion the public inter-
ests render such a course advisable, detail mem-
bers of the Coast Guard to assist foreign govern-
ments in matters concerning which the Coast
Guard may be of assistance.

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO FOREIGN MARI-
TIME AUTHORITIES.—The Commandant, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of State, may pro-
vide, in conjunction with regular Coast Guard
operations, technical assistance (including law
enforcement and maritime safety and security
training) to foreign navies, coast guards, and
other maritime authorities.

(¢c) GRANTS TO INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGA-
NIZATIONS.—After consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, the Commandant may make
grants to, or enter into cooperative agreements,
contracts, or other agreements with, inter-
national maritime organizations for the purpose
of acquiring information or data about mer-
chant vessel inspections, security, safety, envi-
ronmental protection, classification, and port
state or flag state law enforcement or oversight.

(d) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) The Commandant may use funds for—
(A) the activities of traveling contact
teams, including any transportation ex-
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