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while it is sore may be shown, exhibited, en-
tered for the purpose of being shown or exhib-
ited, sold, auctioned, or offered for sale, in any 
horse show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction; except that this paragraph does not 
apply to the shipping, transporting, moving, 
delivering, or receiving of any horse by a com-
mon or contract carrier or an employee there-
of in the usual course of the carrier’s business 
or employee’s employment unless the carrier 
or employee has reason to believe that such 
horse is sore. 

(2) The (A) showing or exhibiting, in any 
horse show or horse exhibition, of any horse 
which is sore, (B) entering for the purpose of 
showing or exhibiting in any horse show or 
horse exhibition, any horse which is sore, (C) 
selling, auctioning, or offering for sale, in any 
horse sale or auction, any horse which is sore, 
and (D) allowing any activity described in 
clause (A), (B), or (C) respecting a horse which 
is sore by the owner of such horse. 

(3) The failure by the management of any 
horse show or horse exhibition, which does not 
appoint and retain a person in accordance 
with section 1823(c) of this title, to disqualify 
from being shown or exhibited any horse 
which is sore. 

(4) The failure by the management of any 
horse sale or auction, which does not appoint 
and retain a qualified person in accordance 
with section 1823(c) of this title, to prohibit 
the sale, offering for sale, or auction of any 
horse which is sore. 

(5) The failure by the management of any 
horse show or horse exhibition, which has ap-
pointed and retained a person in accordance 
with section 1823(c) of this title, to disqualify 
from being shown or exhibited any horse (A) 
which is sore, and (B) after having been noti-
fied by such person or the Secretary that the 
horse is sore or after otherwise having knowl-
edge that the horse is sore. 

(6) The failure by the management of any 
horse sale or auction which has appointed and 
retained a person in accordance with section 
1823(c) of this title, to prohibit the sale, offer-
ing for sale, or auction of any horse (A) which 
is sore, and (B) after having been notified by 
such person or the Secretary or after other-
wise having knowledge that the horse is sore. 

(7) The showing or exhibiting at a horse 
show or horse exhibition; the selling or auc-
tioning at a horse sale or auction; the allowing 
to be shown, exhibited, or sold at a horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or auc-
tion; the entering for the purpose of showing 
or exhibiting in any horse show or horse exhi-
bition; or offering for sale at a horse sale or 
auction, any horse which is wearing or bearing 
any equipment, device, paraphernalia, or sub-
stance which the Secretary by regulation 
under section 1828 of this title prohibits to pre-
vent the soring of horses. 

(8) The failing to establish, maintain, or sub-
mit records, notices, reports, or other infor-
mation required under section 1823 of this 
title. 

(9) The failure or refusal to permit access to 
or copying of records, or the failure or refusal 
to permit entry or inspection, as required by 
section 1823 of this title. 

(10) The removal of any marking required by 
the Secretary to identify a horse as being de-
tained. 

(11) The failure or refusal to provide the Sec-
retary with adequate space or facilities, as the 
Secretary may by regulation under section 
1828 of this title prescribe, in which to conduct 
inspections or any other activity authorized to 
be performed by the Secretary under this 
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 91–540, § 5, Dec. 9, 1970, 84 Stat. 1405; Pub. 
L. 94–360, § 6, July 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 916.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–360 substituted provisions prohibiting 

the transportation, receipt, exhibition, sale, or auction 

of a sored horse, and the showing, sale or auction of a 

horse bearing any device or substance prohibited by 

regulation of the Secretary, and making the manage-

ment of a horse show, exhibition, or sale, responsible 

for failure to disqualify such horses from participating, 

and for interfering with the conducting of inspections 

by the Secretary of horses in the show or of the man-

agement records, for provisions authorizing the inspec-

tion of horses, transported in commerce, and requiring 

the management of shows and exhibitions to maintain 

such records as the Secretary prescribes. Provisions 

now covering the maintenance of records and the in-

spection of horses are set out as section 1823 of this 

title. 

§ 1824a. Export of horses 

(a) Restriction on export of horses 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no horse may be exported by sea from the 
United States, or any of its territories or posses-
sions, unless such horse is part of a consignment 
of horses with respect to which a waiver has 
been granted under subsection (b). 

(b) Granting of waivers 

The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Agriculture, may issue 
regulations providing for the granting of waiv-
ers permitting the export by sea of a specified 
consignment of horses, if the Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, determines that no horse in that con-
signment is being exported for purposes of 
slaughter. 

(c) Penalties 

(1) Criminal penalty 

Any person who knowingly violates this sec-
tion or any regulation, order, or license issued 
under this section shall be fined not more than 
5 times the value of the consignment of horses 
involved or $50,000, whichever is greater, or 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 

(2) Civil penalty 

The Secretary of Commerce, after providing 
notice and an opportunity for an agency hear-
ing on the record, may impose a civil penalty 
of not to exceed $10,000 for each violation of 
this section or any regulation, order, or li-
cense issued under this section, either in addi-
tion to or in lieu of any other liability or pen-
alty which may be imposed. 

(Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 521, § 3, as added Pub. L. 99–64, 
title I, § 125, July 12, 1985, 99 Stat. 156.)
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Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Horse Protec-

tion Act of 1970 which comprises this chapter. 

Section was classified to section 466c of the former 

Appendix to Title 46, prior to the completion of the en-

actment of Title 46, Shipping, by Pub. L. 109–304, Oct. 

6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1485. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 7(j) of Pub. L. 96–72, formerly classi-

fied to section 4606(j) of Title 50, War and National De-

fense, prior to the amendment of section 7(j) of that 

Act by Pub. L. 99–64, which enacted this section. 

§ 1825. Violations and penalties 

(a) Criminal acts and penalties 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this 
subsection, any person who knowingly violates 
section 1824 of this title shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than $3,000, or impris-
oned for not more than one year, or both. 

(2)(A) If any person knowingly violates section 
1824 of this title, after one or more prior convic-
tions of such person for such a violation have 
become final, such person shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than $5,000, or impris-
oned for not more than two years, or both. 

(B) Any person who knowingly makes, or 
causes to be made, a false entry or statement in 
any report required under this chapter; who 
knowingly makes, or causes to be made, any 
false entry in any account, record, or memo-
randum required to be established and main-
tained by any person or in any notification or 
other information required to be submitted to 
the Secretary under section 1823 of this title; 
who knowingly neglects or fails to make or 
cause to be made, full, true, and correct entries 
in such accounts, records, memoranda, notifica-
tion, or other materials; who knowingly re-
moves any such documentary evidence out of 
the jurisdiction of the United States; who know-
ingly mutilates, alters, or by any other means 
falsifies any such documentary evidence; or who 
knowingly refuses to submit any such documen-
tary evidence to the Secretary for inspection 
and copying shall be guilty of an offense against 
the United States, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not more than $5,000, or impris-
oned for not more than three years, or both. 

(C) Any person who forcibly assaults, resists, 
opposes, impedes, intimidates, or interferes with 
any person while engaged in or on account of the 
performance of his official duties under this 
chapter shall be fined not more than $5,000, or 
imprisoned not more than three years, or both. 
Whoever, in the commission of such acts, uses a 
deadly or dangerous weapon shall be fined not 
more than $10,000, or imprisoned not more than 
ten years, or both. Whoever kills any person 
while engaged in or on account of the perform-
ance of his official duties under this chapter 
shall be punishable as provided under sections 
1111 and 1112 of title 18. 

(b) Civil penalties; review and enforcement 

(1) Any person who violates section 1824 of this 
title shall be liable to the United States for a 
civil penalty of not more than $2,000 for each 

violation. No penalty shall be assessed unless 
such person is given notice and opportunity for 
a hearing before the Secretary with respect to 
such violation. The amount of such civil penalty 
shall be assessed by the Secretary by written 
order. In determining the amount of such pen-
alty, the Secretary shall take into account all 
factors relevant to such determination, includ-
ing the nature, circumstances, extent, and grav-
ity of the prohibited conduct and, with respect 
to the person found to have engaged in such con-
duct, the degree of culpability, any history of 
prior offenses, ability to pay, effect on ability to 
continue to do business, and such other matters 
as justice may require. 

(2) Any person against whom a violation is 
found and a civil penalty assessed under para-
graph (1) of this subsection may obtain review in 
the court of appeals of the United States for the 
circuit in which such person resides or has his 
place of business or in the United States Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
by filing a notice of appeal in such court within 
30 days from the date of such order and by si-
multaneously sending a copy of such notice by 
certified mail to the Secretary. The Secretary 
shall promptly file in such court a certified copy 
of the record upon which such violation was 
found and such penalty assessed, as provided in 
section 2112 of title 28. The findings of the Sec-
retary shall be set aside if found to be unsup-
ported by substantial evidence. 

(3) If any person fails to pay an assessment of 
a civil penalty after it has become a final and 
unappealable order, or after the appropriate 
court of appeals has entered final judgment in 
favor of the Secretary, the Secretary shall refer 
the matter to the Attorney General, who shall 
recover the amount assessed in any appropriate 
district court of the United States. In such ac-
tion, the validity and appropriateness of the 
final order imposing the civil penalty shall not 
be subject to review. 

(4) The Secretary may, in his discretion, com-
promise, modify, or remit, with or without con-
ditions, any civil penalty assessed under this 
subsection. 

(c) Disqualification of offenders; orders; civil 
penalties applicable; enforcement procedures 

In addition to any fine, imprisonment, or civil 
penalty authorized under this section, any per-
son who was convicted under subsection (a) or 
who paid a civil penalty assessed under sub-
section (b) or is subject to a final order under 
such subsection assessing a civil penalty for any 
violation of any provision of this chapter or any 
regulation issued under this chapter may be dis-
qualified by order of the Secretary, after notice 
and an opportunity for a hearing before the Sec-
retary, from showing or exhibiting any horse, 
judging or managing any horse show, horse exhi-
bition, or horse sale or auction for a period of 
not less than one year for the first violation and 
not less than five years for any subsequent vio-
lation. Any person who knowingly fails to obey 
an order of disqualification shall be subject to a 
civil penalty of not more than $3,000 for each 
violation. Any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction, or the management there-
of, collectively and severally, which knowingly 
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