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mental policy for dealing with radon contamination 

that utilizes any Environmental Protection Agency 

guidelines and standards to ensure that occupants of 

housing covered by this section are not exposed to 

hazardous levels of radon; and 
‘‘(2) to require the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development to assist the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency in reducing radon contamination. 
‘‘(b) PROGRAM.—

‘‘(1) APPLICABILITY.—The housing covered by this 

section is—
‘‘(A) multifamily housing owned by the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development; 
‘‘(B) public housing and Indian housing assisted 

under the United States Housing Act of 1937 [42 

U.S.C. 1437 et seq.]; 
‘‘(C) housing receiving project-based assistance 

under section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 

1937 [42 U.S.C. 1437f]; 
‘‘(D) housing assisted under section 236 of the Na-

tional Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1715z–1]; and 
‘‘(E) housing assisted under section 221(d)(3) of 

the National Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1715l(d)(3)]. 
‘‘(2) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development shall develop and recommend to 

the Congress a policy for dealing with radon contami-

nation that specifies programs for education, re-

search, testing, and mitigation of radon hazards in 

housing covered by this section. 
‘‘(3) STANDARDS.—In developing the policy, the Sec-

retary shall utilize any guidelines, information, or 

standards established by the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency for—
‘‘(A) testing residential and nonresidential struc-

tures for radon; 
‘‘(B) identifying elevated radon levels; 
‘‘(C) identifying when remedial actions should be 

taken; and 
‘‘(D) identifying geographical areas that are like-

ly to have elevated levels of radon. 
‘‘(4) COORDINATION.—In developing the policy, the 

Secretary shall coordinate the efforts of the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development with the 

Environmental Protection Agency, and other appro-

priate Federal agencies, and shall consult with State 

and local governments, the housing industry, con-

sumer groups, health organizations, appropriate pro-

fessional organizations, and other appropriate ex-

perts. 
‘‘(5) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit a report 

to the Congress within 1 year after the date of the en-

actment of this Act [Nov. 7, 1988] that describes the 

Secretary’s recommended policy for dealing with 

radon contamination and the Secretary’s reasons for 

recommending such policy. The report shall include 

an estimate of the housing covered by this section 

that is likely to have hazardous levels of radon. 
‘‘(c) COOPERATION WITH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY.—Within 6 months after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act [Nov. 7, 1988], the Secretary and the 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agen-

cy shall enter into a memorandum of understanding de-

scribing the Secretary’s plan to assist the Adminis-

trator in carrying out the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s authority to assess the extent of radon con-

tamination in the United States and assist in the devel-

opment of measures to avoid and reduce radon con-

tamination. 
‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section: 

‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Administrator’ 

means the Administrator of the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency. 
‘‘(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 
‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION.—Funds available for housing 

covered by this section shall be available to carry out 

this section with respect to such housing.’’

§ 2662. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter: 

(1) The term ‘‘local educational agency’’ 
means—

(A) any local educational agency as de-
fined in section 7801 of title 20; 

(B) the owner of any nonprofit elementary 
or secondary school building; and 

(C) the governing authority of any school 
operated pursuant to section 241 of title 20, 
as in effect before enactment of the Improv-
ing America’s Schools Act of 1994, or suc-
cessor authority, relating to impact aid for 
children who reside on Federal property.

(2) The term ‘‘nonprofit elementary or sec-
ondary school’’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 2642(8) 1 of this title. 

(3) The term ‘‘radon’’ means the radioactive 
gaseous element and its short-lived decay 
products produced by the disintegration of the 
element radium occurring in air, water, soil, 
or other media. 

(4) The term ‘‘school building’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 2642(13) of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 302, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2755; amend-
ed Pub. L. 103–382, title III, § 391(c)(4), 392(b)(2), 
Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 4022, 4026; Pub. L. 107–110, 
title X, § 1076(f)(2), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2091; 
Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, § 9215(xxx)(2), Dec. 10, 
2015, 129 Stat. 2191.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 241 of title 20, as in effect before enactment 

of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, re-

ferred to in par. (1)(C), means section 241 of Title 20, 

Education, prior to its repeal by Pub. L. 103–382, title 

III, § 331(b), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3965. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 114–95 made technical 

amendment to reference in original act which appears 

in text as reference to section 7801 of title 20. 

2002—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 107–110 substituted ‘‘7801’’ 

for ‘‘8801’’. 

1994—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 103–382, § 391(c)(4)(A), made 

technical amendment to reference to section 8801 of 

title 20 to reflect change in reference to corresponding 

section of original act. 

Par. (1)(C). Pub. L. 103–382 directed two separate 

amendments of par. (1)(C), the first, by section 

391(c)(4)(B) of Pub. L. 103–382, directed the insertion of 

‘‘or successor authority’’ immediately after ‘‘section 

241 of title 20’’, the second, by section 392(b)(2) of Pub. 

L. 103–382, directed the insertion (without reference to 

the first amendment) of ‘‘as in effect before enactment 

of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994’’ imme-

diately after ‘‘section 241 of title 20,’’. Literal execution 

of the second amendment was not possible, as ‘‘section 

241 of title 20,’’ was amended to read ‘‘section 241 of 

title 20 or successor authority,’’ by the first amend-

ment. Commas were editorially inserted before and 

after the phrase added by the second amendment and it 

was inserted immediately after ‘‘section 241 of title 20’’ 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
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grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 

20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-

grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-

tion 6301 of Title 20, Education. 

§ 2663. EPA citizen’s guide 

(a) Publication 

In order to make continuous progress toward 
the long-term goal established in section 2661 of 
this title, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall, not later than 
June 1, 1989, publish and make available to the 
public an updated version of its document titled 
‘‘A Citizen’s Guide to Radon’’. The Adminis-
trator shall revise and republish the guide as 
necessary thereafter. 

(b) Information included 

(1) Action levels 

The updated citizen’s guide published as pro-
vided in subsection (a) shall include a descrip-
tion of a series of action levels indicating the 
health risk associated with different levels of 
radon exposure. 

(2) Other information 

The updated citizen’s guide shall also in-
clude information with respect to each of the 
following: 

(A) The increased health risk associated 
with the exposure of potentially sensitive 
populations to different levels of radon. 

(B) The increased health risk associated 
with the exposure to radon of persons en-
gaged in potentially risk-increasing behav-
ior. 

(C) The cost and technological feasibility 
of reducing radon concentrations within ex-
isting and new buildings. 

(D) The relationship between short-term 
and long-term testing techniques and the re-
lationship between (i) measurements based 
on both such techniques, and (ii) the ac-
tions 1 levels set forth as provided in para-
graph (1). 

(E) Outdoor radon levels around the coun-
try. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 303, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2755.) 

§ 2664. Model construction standards and tech-
niques 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency shall develop model construction 
standards and techniques for controlling radon 
levels within new buildings. To the maximum 
extent possible, these standards and techniques 
should be developed with the assistance of orga-
nizations involved in establishing national 
building construction standards and techniques. 
The Administrator shall make a draft of the 
document containing the model standards and 
techniques available for public review and com-

ment. The model standards and techniques shall 
provide for geographic differences in construc-
tion types and materials, geology, weather, and 
other variables that may affect radon levels in 
new buildings. The Administrator shall make 
final model standards and techniques available 
to the public by June 1, 1990. The Administrator 
shall work to ensure that organizations respon-
sible for developing national model building 
codes, and authorities which regulate building 
construction within States or political subdivi-
sions within States, adopt the Agency’s model 
standards and techniques. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 304, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2756.) 

§ 2665. Technical assistance to States for radon 
programs 

(a) Required activities 

The Administrator (or another Federal depart-
ment or agency designated by the Adminis-
trator) shall develop and implement activities 
designed to assist State radon programs. These 
activities may include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

(1) Establishment of a clearinghouse of 
radon related information, including mitiga-
tion studies, public information materials, 
surveys of radon levels, and other relevant in-
formation. 

(2) Operation of a voluntary proficiency pro-
gram for rating the effectiveness of radon 
measurement devices and methods, the effec-
tiveness of radon mitigation devices and meth-
ods, and the effectiveness of private firms and 
individuals offering radon-related architec-
ture, design, engineering, measurement, and 
mitigation services. The proficiency program 
under this subparagraph shall be in operation 
within one year after October 28, 1988. 

(3) Design and implementation of training 
seminars for State and local officials and pri-
vate and professional firms dealing with radon 
and addressing topics such as monitoring, 
analysis, mitigation, health effects, public in-
formation, and program design. 

(4) Publication of public information mate-
rials concerning radon health risks and meth-
ods of radon mitigation. 

(5) Operation of cooperative projects be-
tween the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Radon Action Program and the State’s radon 
program. Such projects shall include the Home 
Evaluation Program, in which the Environ-
mental Protection Agency evaluates homes 
and States demonstrate mitigation methods in 
these homes. To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, consistent with the objectives of the 
evaluation and demonstration, homes of low-
income persons should be selected for evalua-
tion and demonstration. 

(6) Demonstration of radon mitigation meth-
ods in various types of structures and in var-
ious geographic settings and publication of 
findings. In the case of demonstration of such 
methods in homes, the Administrator should 
select homes of low-income persons, to the 
maximum extent practicable and consistent 
with the objectives of the demonstration. 
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