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(2) Themes 

The Director may identify 1 or more themes 
for a competition carried out under this sec-
tion, which may vary from year to year, as the 
Director considers appropriate after assessing 
the needs of manufacturers and the success of 
previous competitions. 

(3) Reimbursement 

Centers may be reimbursed for costs in-
curred by the Centers under this section. 

(d) Applications 

Applications for awards under this section 
shall be submitted in such manner, at such 
time, and containing such information as the 
Director shall require in consultation with the 
MEP Advisory Board. 

(e) Selection 

(1) Peer review and competitively awarded 

The Director shall ensure that awards under 
this section are peer reviewed and competi-
tively awarded. 

(2) Geographic diversity 

The Director shall endeavor to have broad 
geographic diversity among selected pro-
posals. 

(3) Criteria 

The Director shall select applications to re-
ceive awards that the Director determines will 
achieve 1 or more of the following: 

(A) Improve the competitiveness of indus-
tries in the region in which the Center or 
Centers are located. 

(B) Create jobs or train newly hired em-
ployees. 

(C) Promote the transfer and commer-
cialization of research and technology from 
institutions of higher education, national 
laboratories or other federally funded re-
search programs, and nonprofit research in-
stitutes. 

(D) Recruit a diverse manufacturing work-
force, including through outreach to under-
represented populations, including individ-
uals identified in section 1885a or section 
1885b of title 42. 

(E) Such other result as the Director de-
termines will advance the objective set forth 
in section 278k(c) of this title or in section 
278l of this title. 

(f) Program Contribution 

Recipients of awards under this section shall 
not be required to provide a matching contribu-
tion. 

(g) Global marketplace projects 

In making an award under this section, the Di-
rector, in consultation with the MEP Advisory 
Board and the Secretary, may take into consid-
eration whether an application has significant 
potential for enhancing the competitiveness of 
small and medium-sized United States manufac-
turers in the global marketplace. 

(h) Duration 

The duration of an award under this section 
shall be for not more than 3 years. 

(i) Definitions 

The terms used in this section have the mean-
ings given the terms in section 278k of this title. 

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 25A, as added Pub. L. 
114–329, title V, § 501(c), Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 
3031.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 

section 278k(f) of this title, prior to the general amend-

ment of section 278k by Pub. L. 114–329. 

§ 278l. Assistance to State technology programs 

(a) In addition to the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership under section 278k of this 
title, the Secretary, through the Director and, if 
appropriate, through other officials, shall pro-
vide technical assistance to State technology 
programs throughout the United States, in order 
to help those programs help businesses, particu-
larly small- and medium-sized businesses, to en-
hance their competitiveness through the appli-
cation of science and technology. 

(b) Such assistance from the Institute to State 
technology programs shall include, but not be 
limited to—

(1) technical information and advice from In-
stitute personnel; 

(2) workshops and seminars for State offi-
cials interested in transferring Federal tech-
nology to businesses; and 

(3) entering into cooperative agreements 
when authorized to do so under this chapter or 
any other Act. 

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 26, as added Pub. L. 
100–418, title V, § 5121(a), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 
1435; amended Pub. L. 114–329, title V, § 501(e)(3), 
Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 3033.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–329 substituted ‘‘Hol-

lings Manufacturing Extension Partnership’’ for ‘‘Cen-

ters program created’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TECHNOLOGY EXTENSION SERVICES 

Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5121(b), (c), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 

Stat. 1436, 1437, as amended by Pub. L. 102–245, title I, 

§ 105(d), Feb. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 12, provided that: 
‘‘(b) TECHNOLOGY EXTENSION SERVICES.—(1) The Sec-

retary shall conduct a nationwide study of current 

State technology extension services. The study shall 

include—
‘‘(A) a thorough description of each State program, 

including its duration, its annual budget, and the 

number and types of businesses it has aided; 
‘‘(B) a description of any anticipated expansion of 

each State program and its associated costs; 
‘‘(C) an evaluation of the success of the services in 

transferring technology, modernizing manufacturing 

processes, and improving the productivity and profit-

ability of businesses; 

‘‘(D) an assessment of the degree to which State 

services make use of Federal programs, including the 

Small Business Innovative Research program and the 

programs of the Federal Laboratory Consortium, the 

National Technical Information Service, the National 

Science Foundation, the Office of Productivity, Tech-

nology, and Innovation, and the Small Business Ad-

ministration; 

‘‘(E) a survey of what additional Federal informa-

tion and technical assistance the services could uti-

lize; and 
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‘‘(F) an assessment of how the services could be 

more effective agents for the transfer of Federal sci-

entific and technical information, including the re-

sults and application of Federal and federally funded 

research. 

The Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 

Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation of the Senate, at the time of sub-

mission of the organization plan for the Institute under 

section 5112(d)(1) [of Pub. L. 100–418, set out as a note 

under section 272 of this title], the results of the study 

and an initial implementation plan for the programs 

under section 26 of the Act of March 3, 1901 [15 U.S.C. 

278l], and under this section [enacting sections 278k to 

278m of this title]. The implementation plan shall in-

clude methods of providing technical assistance to 

States and criteria for awarding financial assistance 

under this section. The Secretary may make use of con-

tractors and experts for any or all of the studies and 

findings called for in this section. 

‘‘(2)(A) The Institute shall enter into cooperative 

agreements with State technology extension services 

to—

‘‘(i) demonstrate methods by which the States can, 

in cooperation with Federal agencies, increase the 

use of Federal technology by businesses within their 

States to improve industrial competitiveness; or 

‘‘(ii) help businesses in their States take advantage 

of the services and information offered by the Re-

gional Centers for the Transfer of Manufacturing 

Technology created under [former] section 25 of the 

Act of March 3, 1901 [former 15 U.S.C. 278k]. 

‘‘(B) Any State, for itself or for a consortium of 

States, may submit to the Secretary an application for 

a cooperative agreement under this subsection, in ac-

cordance with procedures established by the Secretary. 

To qualify for a cooperative agreement under this sub-

section, a State shall provide adequate assurances that 

it will increase its spending on technology extension 

services by an amount at least equal to the amount of 

Federal assistance. 

‘‘(C) In evaluating each application, the Secretary 

shall consider—

‘‘(i) the number and types of additional businesses 

that will be assisted under the cooperative agree-

ment; 

‘‘(ii) the extent to which the State extension serv-

ice will demonstrate new methods to increase the use 

of Federal technology; 

‘‘(iii) geographic diversity; and 

‘‘(iv) the ability of the State to maintain the exten-

sion service after the cooperative agreement has ex-

pired. 

‘‘(D) States which are party to cooperative agree-

ments under this subsection may provide services di-

rectly or may arrange for the provision of any or all of 

such services by institutions of higher education or 

other non-profit institutions or organizations. 

‘‘(3) In carrying out section 26 of the Act of March 3, 

1901 [15 U.S.C. 278l], and this subsection, the Secretary 

shall coordinate the activities with the Federal Lab-

oratory Consortium; the National Technical Informa-

tion Service; the National Science Foundation; the Of-

fice of Productivity, Technology, and Innovation; the 

Small Business Administration; and other appropriate 

Federal agencies. 

‘‘(4) There are authorized to be appropriated for the 

purposes of this subsection $2,000,000 for each of the fis-

cal years 1989, 1990, and 1991. 

‘‘(c) FEDERAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER ACT OF 1986.—

Nothing in sections [sic] 25 or 26 of the Act of March 3, 

1901 [15 U.S.C. 278k, 278l], or in subsection (b) of this 

section shall be construed as limiting the authorities 

contained in the Federal Technology Transfer Act of 

1986 (Public Law 99–502) [see Short Title of 1986 Amend-

ments note set out under section 3701 of this title].’’

§ 278m. Repealed. Pub. L. 110–69, title III, 
§ 3013(d), Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 599

Section, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 27, as added Pub. L. 

100–418, title V, § 5121(d), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1437, re-

lated to the establishment of a program for the evalua-

tion of non-energy inventions. 

§ 278n. Repealed. Pub. L. 114–329, title II, 
§ 205(a)(1), Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 3000

Section, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 28, as added Pub. L. 

110–69, title III, § 3012(b), Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 593; 

amended Pub. L. 113–188, title II, § 201(d), (e), Nov. 26, 

2014, 128 Stat. 2018, related to the Technology Innova-

tion Program. 

A prior section 278n, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 28, as 

added Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5131(a), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 

Stat. 1439; amended Pub. L. 102–245, title II, § 201(c), 

Feb. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 16, related to the Advanced Tech-

nology Program, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 110–69, title 

III, § 3012(a), Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 593.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 111–240, title IV, § 4226(b), Sept. 27, 2010, 124 

Stat. 2598, which allowed the Director of NIST to con-

sider the potential for enhancing the competitiveness 

of small- and medium-sized U.S. businesses in the glob-

al marketplace when awarding grants, cooperative 

agreements, or contracts under this section, was re-

pealed by Pub. L. 114–329, title II, § 205(a)(2)(A), Jan. 6, 

2017, 130 Stat. 3000. 

§ 278n–1. Emergency communication and track-
ing technologies research initiative 

(a) Establishment 

The Director shall establish a research initia-
tive to support the development of emergency 
communication and tracking technologies for 
use in locating trapped individuals in confined 
spaces, such as underground mines, and other 
shielded environments, such as high-rise build-
ings or collapsed structures, where conventional 
radio communication is limited. 

(b) Activities 

In order to carry out this section, the Director 
shall work with the private sector and appro-
priate Federal agencies to—

(1) perform a needs assessment to identify 
and evaluate the measurement, technical 
standards, and conformity assessment needs 
required to improve the operation and reli-
ability of such emergency communication and 
tracking technologies; 

(2) support the development of technical 
standards and conformance architecture to 
improve the operation and reliability of such 
emergency communication and tracking tech-
nologies; and 

(3) incorporate and build upon existing re-
ports and studies on improving emergency 
communications. 

(c) Report 

Not later than 18 months after January 4, 2011, 
the Director shall submit to Congress and make 
publicly available a report describing the assess-
ment performed under subsection (b)(1) and 
making recommendations about research prior-
ities to address gaps in the measurement, tech-
nical standards, and conformity assessment 
needs identified by the assessment. 
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