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partment of Defense except as provided in the 
provision included in the memorandum of under-
standing pursuant to section 4602(b)(5) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title II, § 276, Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1071.)

SUBCHAPTER II—DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY SEMICONDUCTOR TECHNOLOGY RE-
SEARCH EXCELLENCE INITIATIVE 

§ 4621. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Semiconductors and related microelec-

tronic devices are key components in com-
puters, telecommunications equipment, ad-
vanced defense systems, and other equipment. 

(2) Aggregate sales of such equipment, in ex-
cess of $230,000,000,000 annually, comprise a 
significant portion of the gross national prod-
uct of the United States. 

(3) The leadership position of the United 
States in advanced technology is threatened 
by (A) competition from foreign businesses 
which is promoted and facilitated by the in-
creasingly active involvement of foreign gov-
ernments, and (B) other changes in the nature 
of foreign competition. 

(4) The principal cause of the relative shift 
in strength of the United States and its semi-
conductor competitors is the establishment of 
a long-term goal by a major foreign compet-
itor to achieve world superiority in semicon-
ductor research and manufacturing tech-
nology and the pursuit of such goal by that 
competitor by effectively marshalling all of 
the government, industry, and academic re-
sources needed to achieve that goal. 

(5) Although the United States semicon-
ductor industry leads all other principal 
United States industries in terms of its rein-
vestment in research and development, that 
has been insufficient by worldwide standards. 

(6) Electronic equipment is essential to pro-
tect the national security of the United 
States, as is evidenced by the allocation of ap-
proximately 35 percent of the total research, 
development, and procurement budgets of the 
Department of Defense to electronics research. 

(7) The Armed Forces of the United States 
will eventually depend extensively on foreign 
semiconductor technology unless significant 
steps are taken, and taken at an early date, to 
retain United States leadership in semicon-
ductor technology research. 

(8) It is in the interests of the national secu-
rity and national economy of the United 
States for the United States to regain its tra-
ditional world leadership in the field of semi-
conductors. 

(9) The most effective means of regaining 
that leadership is through a joint research ef-
fort of the Federal Government and private in-
dustry of the United States to improve semi-
conductor manufacturing technology and to 
develop practical uses for such technology. 

(10) In order to meet the national defense 
needs of the United States and to insure the 
continued vitality of a commercial manufac-
turing base in the United States, it is essential 

that priority be given to the development, 
demonstration, and advancement of the semi-
conductor technology base in the United 
States. 

(11) The national laboratories of the Depart-
ment of Energy are a major national research 
resource, and the extensive involvement of 
such laboratories in the semiconductor re-
search initiatives of the Federal Government 
and private industry would be an effective use 
of such laboratories and would help insure the 
success of such initiatives. 

(Pub. L. 100–180, div. C, title I, § 3141, Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1241.) 

§ 4622. Establishment of semiconductor manufac-
turing technology research initiative 

The Secretary of Energy shall initiate and 
carry out a program (hereinafter in this sub-
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Initiative’’) of re-
search on semiconductor manufacturing tech-
nology and on the practical applications of such 
technology. The Secretary may carry out the 
Initiative in a way that complements the activi-
ties of a consortium of United States semicon-
ductor manufacturers, materials manufacturers, 
and equipment manufacturers, established for 
the purpose of conducting research concerning 
advanced semiconductor manufacturing tech-
niques and developing techniques to adopt man-
ufacturing expertise to a variety of semicon-
ductor products. 

(Pub. L. 100–180, div. C, title I, § 3142, Dec. 4, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1242.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this subtitle’’ and was translated as reading ‘‘this 

part’’ meaning part D of title I of division C of Pub. L. 

100–180 which enacted this subchapter, to reflect the 

probable intent of Congress because title I did not con-

tain subtitles. 

§ 4623. Participation of national laboratories of 
Department of Energy 

(a) Mission of national laboratories 

Each national laboratory of the Department of 
Energy may participate in research and develop-
ment projects under the Initiative in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Defense or with any 
consortium, college, or university carrying out 
any project for or in cooperation with any con-
sortium referred to in section 4622 of this title, 
to the extent that such participation is con-
sistent with the missions of the national labora-
tory. 

(b) Agreements 

The Secretary of Energy may enter into such 
agreements with the Secretary of Defense, with 
any consortium referred to in section 4622 of this 
title, and with any college or university as may 
be necessary to provide for the active participa-
tion of the national laboratories of the Depart-
ment of Energy in the Initiative. 

(c) Research and development 

One or more national laboratories of the De-
partment of Energy shall participate in the Ini-
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