
Page 2190TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE§ 6602

2000 computer date-change problems before 
they develop; 

(2) to encourage continued remediation and 
testing efforts to solve such problems by pro-
viders, suppliers, customers, and other con-
tracting partners; 

(3) to encourage private and public parties 
alike to resolve disputes relating to year 2000 
computer date-change problems by alternative 
dispute mechanisms in order to avoid costly 
and time-consuming litigation, to initiate 
those mechanisms as early as possible, and to 
encourage the prompt identification and cor-
rection of such problems; and 

(4) to lessen the burdens on interstate com-
merce by discouraging insubstantial lawsuits 
while preserving the ability of individuals and 
businesses that have suffered real injury to ob-
tain complete relief. 

(Pub. L. 106–37, § 2, July 20, 1999, 113 Stat. 185.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 106–37, § 1(a), July 20, 1999, 113 Stat. 185, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be 

cited as the ‘Y2K Act’.’’

§ 6602. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Y2K action 

The term ‘‘Y2K action’’—
(A) means a civil action commenced in any 

Federal or State court, or an agency board 
of contract appeal proceeding, in which the 
plaintiff’s alleged harm or injury arises from 
or is related to an actual or potential Y2K 
failure, or a claim or defense arises from or 
is related to an actual or potential Y2K fail-
ure; 

(B) includes a civil action commenced in 
any Federal or State court by a government 
entity when acting in a commercial or con-
tracting capacity; but 

(C) does not include an action brought by 
a government entity acting in a regulatory, 
supervisory, or enforcement capacity. 

(2) Y2K failure 

The term ‘‘Y2K failure’’ means failure by 
any device or system (including any computer 
system and any microchip or integrated cir-
cuit embedded in another device or product), 
or any software, firmware, or other set or col-
lection of processing instructions to process, 
to calculate, to compare, to sequence, to dis-
play, to store, to transmit, or to receive year-
2000 date-related data, including failures—

(A) to deal with or account for transitions 
or comparisons from, into, and between the 
years 1999 and 2000 accurately; 

(B) to recognize or accurately to process 
any specific date in 1999, 2000, or 2001; or 

(C) accurately to account for the year 
2000’s status as a leap year, including rec-
ognition and processing of the correct date 
on February 29, 2000. 

(3) Government entity 

The term ‘‘government entity’’ means an 
agency, instrumentality, or other entity of 

Federal, State, or local government (including 
multijurisdictional agencies, instrumental-
ities, and entities). 

(4) Material defect 

The term ‘‘material defect’’ means a defect 
in any item, whether tangible or intangible, or 
in the provision of a service, that substan-
tially prevents the item or service from oper-
ating or functioning as designed or according 
to its specifications. The term ‘‘material de-
fect’’ does not include a defect that—

(A) has an insignificant or de minimis ef-
fect on the operation or functioning of an 
item or computer program; 

(B) affects only a component of an item or 
program that, as a whole, substantially op-
erates or functions as designed; or 

(C) has an insignificant or de minimis ef-
fect on the efficacy of the service provided. 

(5) Personal injury 

The term ‘‘personal injury’’ means physical 
injury to a natural person, including—

(A) death as a result of a physical injury; 
and 

(B) mental suffering, emotional distress, 
or similar injuries suffered by that person in 
connection with a physical injury. 

(6) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means any State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and any other 
territory or possession of the United States, 
and any political subdivision thereof. 

(7) Contract 

The term ‘‘contract’’ means a contract, tar-
iff, license, or warranty. 

(8) Alternative dispute resolution 

The term ‘‘alternative dispute resolution’’ 
means any process or proceeding, other than 
adjudication by a court or in an administra-
tive proceeding, to assist in the resolution of 
issues in controversy, through processes such 
as early neutral evaluation, mediation, mini-
trial, and arbitration. 

(Pub. L. 106–37, § 3, July 20, 1999, 113 Stat. 187.) 

§ 6603. Application of chapter 

(a) General rule 

This chapter applies to any Y2K action 
brought after January 1, 1999, for a Y2K failure 
occurring before January 1, 2003, or for a poten-
tial Y2K failure that could occur or has alleg-
edly caused harm or injury before January 1, 
2003, including any appeal, remand, stay, or 
other judicial, administrative, or alternative 
dispute resolution proceeding in such an action. 

(b) No new cause of action created 

Nothing in this chapter creates a new cause of 
action, and, except as otherwise explicitly pro-
vided in this chapter, nothing in this chapter ex-
pands any liability otherwise imposed or limits 
any defense otherwise available under Federal 
or State law. 
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