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(Pub. L. 101–485, § 2, Oct. 31, 1990, 104 Stat. 1171; 
Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(1), Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 
4917.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Par. (2). Pub. L. 116–305 substituted ‘‘historical 
park’’ for ‘‘historic site’’ and ‘‘National Historical 
Park’’ for ‘‘National Historic Site’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2021 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–305, § 1, Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 4917, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section and sections 
410ffff–2 to 410ffff–4 of this title and enacting provisions 
set out as a note under this section] may be cited as 
the ‘Weir Farm National Historical Park Redesignation 
Act’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–449, title II, § 201, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4756, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending section 
410ffff–2 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 
a note under section 410ffff–2 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Weir Farm National Historic Site Expansion 
Act of 1994’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 101–485, § 1, Oct. 31, 1990, 104 Stat. 1171, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter] may 
be cited as the ‘Weir Farm National Historic Site Es-
tablishment Act of 1990’.’’

DESIGNATION OF WEIR FARM NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK; REFERENCES 

Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(a), (c), Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 4917, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Weir Farm National Historic 
Site shall be known and designated as the ‘Weir Farm 
National Historical Park’. 

‘‘(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, regula-
tion, document, record, map, or other paper of the 
United States to the Weir Farm National Historic Site 
shall be considered to be a reference to the ‘Weir Farm 
National Historical Park’.’’

§ 410ffff–1. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that—
(1) the Weir Farm in Connecticut is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places as a 
historic site associated with major American 
artists and several artistic developments; 

(2) the Weir Farm, acquired in 1882 by J. 
Alden Weir, a founder and principal exponent 
of American Impressionism, has been continu-
ously occupied by working artists and their 
families who have maintained its significance 
and integrity as a historic site; and 

(3) the Weir Farm, including the house, 
barns, studios, pond, field, and woods thereon, 
and the approximately 113 acres of adjacent 
natural areas owned by the Nature Conser-
vancy and the Town of Ridgefield, Con-
necticut, provide opportunities for illustrating 
and interpreting cultural themes of our Na-
tion’s heritage and provide opportunities for 
public use and enjoyment. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are—
(1) to preserve a significant site of the tradi-

tion of American Impressionism; 

(2) to maintain the integrity of a setting 
that inspired artistic expression and encour-
ages public enjoyment; and 

(3) to offer opportunities for the inspira-
tional benefit and education of the American 
people. 

(Pub. L. 101–485, § 3, Oct. 31, 1990, 104 Stat. 1171.) 

§ 410ffff–2. Establishment of Weir Farm National 
Historical Park 

(a) In general 

There is established, as a unit of the National 
Park System, the Weir Farm National Histor-
ical Park in the State of Connecticut. 

(b) Description 

The historical park shall consist of—
(1) the approximately 2-acre core parcel con-

taining the Weir house, studio, and barn; 
(2) the approximately 60 acres and improve-

ments thereon owned by the State of Con-
necticut; 

(3) the approximately 2-acre parcel of land 
situated in the town of Wilton, Connecticut, 
designated as lot 18 on a map entitled ‘‘Re-
vised Map of Section I, Thunder Lake at Wil-
ton, Connecticut, Scale l’=100’, October 27, 
1978, Ryan and Faulds Land Surveyors, Wilton, 
Connecticut’’, that is on file in the office of 
the town clerk of the town of Wilton, and 
therein numbered 3673; and 

(4) the approximately 0.9-acre western por-
tion of a parcel of land situated in the town of 
Wilton, Connecticut, designated as Tall Oaks 
Road on the map referred to in paragraph (3). 

(c) General depiction 

The parcels referred to in paragraphs (1) 
through (4) of subsection (b) are all as generally 
depicted on a map entitled ‘‘Boundary Map, 
Weir Farm National Historic Site, Fairfield 
County Connecticut’’, dated June 1994. Such 
map shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Na-
tional Park Service. 

(d) Acquisition of land for visitor and adminis-
trative facilities; limitations 

(1) Acquisition 

(A) In general 

To preserve and maintain the historic set-
ting and character of the historical park, the 
Secretary may acquire not more than 15 ad-
ditional acres for the development of visitor 
and administrative facilities for the histor-
ical park. 

(B) Proximity 

The property acquired under this sub-
section shall be within Fairfield County. 

(C) Management 

The acquired property shall be included 
within the boundary of the historical park 
and shall be managed and maintained as 
part of the historical park. 

(2) Development 

(A) Maintaining natural character 

The Secretary shall keep development of 
the property acquired under paragraph (1) to 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

a minimum so that the character of the ac-
quired property will be similar to the nat-
ural and undeveloped landscape of the prop-
erty described in subsection (b). 

(B) Treatment of previously developed prop-
erty 

Nothing in subparagraph (A) shall either 
prevent the Secretary from acquiring prop-
erty under paragraph (1) that, prior to the 
Secretary’s acquisition, was developed in a 
manner inconsistent with subparagraph (A), 
or require the Secretary to remediate such 
previously developed property to reflect the 
natural character described in subparagraph 
(A). 

(3) Agreements 

Prior to and as a prerequisite to any devel-
opment of visitor and administrative facilities 
on the property acquired under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary shall enter into one or more 
agreements with the local governmental enti-
ty that, in accordance with applicable State 
law, has jurisdiction over any property ac-
quired under paragraph (1)(A) for the purposes 
of—

(A) developing the parking, visitor, and ad-
ministrative facilities for the historical 
park; and 

(B) managing bus traffic to the historical 
park and limiting parking for large tour 
buses to an offsite location. 

(Pub. L. 101–485, § 4, Oct. 31, 1990, 104 Stat. 1171; 
Pub. L. 103–449, title II, § 203, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4756; Pub. L. 105–363, § 1(a), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3296; Pub. L. 111–11, title VII, § 7102, Mar. 
30, 2009, 123 Stat. 1190; Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(2), 
Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 4917.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(2)(A), substituted ‘‘Histor-
ical Park’’ for ‘‘Historic Site’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘Historical Park’’ for ‘‘Historic Site’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (d). Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘historical park’’ for ‘‘historic site’’ wherever 
appearing. 

2009—Subsec. (d)(1)(B). Pub. L. 111–11, § 7102(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘within Fairfield County.’’ for ‘‘contiguous to 
or in close proximity to the property described in sub-
section (b).’’

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 111–11, § 7102(2), amended par. 
(2) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘The Secretary shall keep development of the property 
acquired under paragraph (1) to a minimum so that the 
character of the acquired property will be similar to 
the natural and undeveloped landscape of the property 
described in subsection (b).’’

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 111–11, § 7102(3), in introductory 
provisions, substituted ‘‘the local governmental entity 
that, in accordance with applicable State law, has ju-
risdiction over any property acquired under paragraph 
(1)(A)’’ for ‘‘the appropriate zoning authority of the 
town of Ridgefield, Connecticut, and the town of Wil-
ton, Connecticut,’’. 

1998—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105–363 added subsec. (d). 
1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–449, § 203(a)(2), struck 

out concluding provisions which read as follows: ‘‘both 
as generally depicted on a map entitled ‘Land Owner-
ship Map, Weir Farm Historic Site’, Figure 5, dated Oc-
tober 1989, as contained in the National Park Service 
Weir Farm Suitability/Feasibility Study, February, 

1990. Such map shall be on file and available for public 
inspection in the appropriate offices of the National 
Park Service.’’

Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 103–449, § 203(a)(1), (3), added 
pars. (3) and (4). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–449, § 203(b), added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PURPOSE 

Pub. L. 103–449, title II, § 202, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4756, provided that: ‘‘The purpose of this title [see 
Short Title of 1994 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 410ffff of this title] is to preserve the last 
remainingundeveloped parcels of the historic Weir 
Farm that remain in private ownership by including 
the parcels within the boundary of the Weir Farm Na-
tional Historic Site.’’

§ 410ffff–3. Acquisition of real and personal prop-
erty and services 

(a) Real and personal property 

The Secretary is authorized to acquire by do-
nation, exchange, or purchase with donated or 
appropriated funds, the lands and improvements 
within the boundaries of the historical park, ex-
cept that any such lands and improvements 
owned by the State of Connecticut may be ac-
quired only by donation. The Secretary may 
also acquire by the same methods personal prop-
erty associated with, and appropriate for, the in-
terpretation of the historical park: Provided, 
That the Secretary may acquire works of art as-
sociated with the Weir family, J. Alden Weir, 
and other artists who lived at or visited the site 
only by donation or purchase with donated 
funds. 

(b) Other property, funds, and services 

The Secretary is authorized to accept and use 
donated funds, property, and services to carry 
out this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 101–485, § 5, Oct. 31, 1990, 104 Stat. 1172; 
Pub. L. 116–305, § 2(b)(3), Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 
4917.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–305 substituted ‘‘histor-
ical park’’ for ‘‘historic site’’ in two places. 

§ 410ffff–4. Administration of historical park 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall administer the historical 
park in accordance with this subchapter and the 
laws generally applicable to units of the Na-
tional Park System, including the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act to establish a National Park Service, 
and for other purposes’’, approved August 25, 
1916 (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.),1 and the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act to provide for the preservation of his-
toric American sites, buildings, objects, and an-
tiquities of national historic significance, and 
for other purposes’’, approved August 21, 1935 (16 
U.S.C. 461 et seq.),1 except that the Secretary 
shall take no action with respect to the 60 acres 
owned by the State of Connecticut within the 
boundaries of the historical park until such 
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