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1 See References in Text note below. 

willfully remove or destroy any breastworks, 
earthworks, walls, or other defenses or shelter, 
or any part thereof, constructed by the armies 
formerly engaged in the battle on the lands or 
approaches to the battlefield, any person so of-
fending shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof before any court of 
competent jurisdiction, shall for each and every 
such offense be fined not less than $5 nor more 
than $100. 

(Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 374, § 10, 44 Stat. 1401; Ex. Ord. 
No. 6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, 
July 28, 1933; Pub. L. 86–443, § 2, Apr. 22, 1960, 74 
Stat. 82.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Battlefield’’ substituted in text for ‘‘park’’ in view 
of redesignation of Stones River National Military 
Park as Stones River National Battlefield by Pub. L. 
86–443. See section 426l of this title.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of administrative functions of park, see note 
set out under section 426 of this title. 

§ 426j. Authorization of appropriation; fixing of 
boundaries as condition to purchase of lands 

The sum of $100,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, is authorized to be appropriated, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, to be expended for the pur-
poses of sections 426 to 426j of this title: Pro-

vided, That no obligation for the purchase of 
lands shall be incurred until the commission has 
fixed the boundaries of said battlefield. 

(Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 374, § 11, 44 Stat. 1401; Pub. L. 
86–443, § 2, Apr. 22, 1960, 74 Stat. 82.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Battlefield’’ substituted in text for ‘‘park’’ in view 
of redesignation of Stones River National Military 
Park as Stones River National Battlefield by Pub. L. 
86–443. See section 426l of this title. 

§ 426k. Acquisition of additional lands 

In furtherance of the purposes of sections 426 
to 426j of this title, authorizing establishment of 
the Stones River National Battlefield, the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized to acquire by 
such means as he may deem to be in the public 
interest, for inclusion in the Stones River Na-
tional Battlefield, such additional lands and in-
terests in lands, not to exceed seven acres, as in 
the discretion of the Secretary are necessary for 
the preservation and interpretation of the bat-
tlefield of Stones River, Tennessee. 

(Pub. L. 86–443, §§ 1, 2, Apr. 22, 1960, 74 Stat. 82.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Stones River National Battlefield’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Stones River National Park’’ in view of redes-
ignation of Stones River National Military Park as 

Stones River National Battlefield by Pub. L. 86–443. See 
section 426l of this title. 

§ 426l. Redesignation; availability of appropria-
tions 

Stones River National Military Park is redes-
ignated as the Stones River National Battle-
field, and any remaining balance of funds appro-
priated for the purpose of the Stones River Na-
tional Military Park shall be available for the 
purpose of Stones River National Battlefield. 

(Pub. L. 86–443, § 2, Apr. 22, 1960, 74 Stat. 82.) 

§ 426m. Administration, protection, and develop-
ment 

The administration, protection and develop-
ment of the Stones River National Battlefield 
shall be exercised by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior in accordance with the provisions of the Act 
of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled ‘‘An Act 
to establish a National Park Service, and for 
other purposes’’,1 as amended. 

(Pub. L. 86–443, § 3, Apr. 22, 1960, 74 Stat. 82.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled ‘‘An 
Act to establish a National Park Service, and for other 
purposes’’, referred to in text, is act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 
408, 39 Stat. 535, known as the National Park Service 
Organic Act, which enacted sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this 
title and provisions set out as a note under section 
100101 of Title 54, National Park Service and Related 
Programs. Sections 1 to 4 of the Act were repealed and 
restated as section 1865(a) of Title 18, Crimes and 
Criminal Procedure, and section 100101(a), chapter 1003, 
and sections 100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of Title 
54 by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 
Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Tables. For disposition of former 
sections of this title, see Disposition Table preceding 
section 100101 of Title 54. 

§ 426n. Boundary revision of Stones River Na-
tional Battlefield 

(a) Expansion of Stones River National Battle-
field 

In furtherance of sections 426 to 426j of this 
title, the boundary of Stones River National 
Battlefield (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘battle-
field’’) is hereby revised to include the lands 
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Bound-
ary Map, Stones River National Battlefield’’ 
numbered 327/80,004B, and dated November 1991. 
The map shall be on file and available for public 
inspection in the offices of the National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior and in the 
office of the Superintendent of the Stones River 
National Battlefield. 

(b) Acquisition of lands 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘‘Secretary’’) is hereby authorized 
to acquire lands or interests therein within the 
boundary of the battlefield by donation, pur-
chase with donated or appropriated funds, or ex-
change. Any lands or interests in lands owned by 
the State of Tennessee or any political subdivi-



Page 486TITLE 16—CONSERVATION§ 426o

sion thereof may be acquired only by donation. 
Lands and interests therein acquired pursuant 
to sections 426n to 426p of this title shall become 
part of the battlefield, subject to all the laws 
and regulations applicable thereto. 

(2)(A) Before acquiring any lands under sec-
tions 426n to 426p of this title where the surface 
of such lands has been substantially disturbed or 
which are believed by the Secretary to contain 
hazardous substances, the Secretary shall pre-
pare a report on the potential hazardous sub-
stances associated with such lands and the esti-
mated cost of restoring such lands, together 
with a plan of the remedial measures necessary 
to allow acquisition of such lands to proceed in 
a timely manner, consistent with the require-
ments of subparagraph (B). The Secretary shall 
submit such report to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the United States Sen-
ate and the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the United States House of Representatives. 

(B) The Secretary shall not acquire any lands 
under sections 426n to 426p of this title if the 
Secretary determines that such lands, or any 
portion thereof, have become contaminated with 
hazardous substances (as defined in the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601)). 

(3)(A) Except for property which the Secretary 
determines to be necessary for the purposes of 
administration, development, access, or public 
use, an owner of improved property which is 
used solely for noncommercial residential pur-
poses on the date of its acquisition by the Sec-
retary may retain, as a condition of such acqui-
sition, a right of use and occupancy of the prop-
erty for such residential purposes. The right re-
tained may be for a definite term which shall 
not exceed 25 years or, in lieu thereof, for a term 
ending at the death of the owner or the death of 
the spouse, whichever is later. The owner shall 
elect the term to be retained. The Secretary 
shall pay the owner the fair market value of the 
property on the date of such acquisition, less the 
fair market value of the term retained by the 
owner. 

(B) Any right of use and occupancy retained 
pursuant to this section may, during its exist-
ence, be conveyed or transferred, but all rights 
of use and occupancy shall be subject to such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary deems ap-
propriate to assure the use of the property in ac-
cordance with the purposes of sections 426n to 
426p of this title. Upon his determination that 
the property, or any portion thereof, has ceased 
to be so used in accordance with such terms and 
conditions, the Secretary may terminate the 
right of use and occupancy by tendering to the 
holder of such right an amount equal to the fair 
market value, as of the date of the tender, of 
that portion of the right which remains unex-
pired on the date of termination. 

(C) This paragraph applies only to owners who 
have reached the age of majority. 

(D) As used in this paragraph, the term ‘‘im-
proved property’’ means a detached, year-round 
noncommercial residential dwelling, the con-
struction of which was begun before December 
11, 1991, together with so much of the land on 
which the dwelling is situated, such land being 
in the same ownership as the dwelling, as the 

Secretary shall designate to be reasonably nec-
essary for the enjoyment of the dwelling for the 
sole purpose of noncommercial residential use, 
together with any structures accessory to the 
dwelling which are situated on the land so des-
ignated. 

(Pub. L. 100–205, § 1, Dec. 23, 1987, 101 Stat. 1433; 
Pub. L. 102–225, § 1(1), (2), Dec. 11, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1682; Pub. L. 103–437, § 6(d)(15), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4584.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(B), probably means the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980, Pub. L. 96–510, Dec. 11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2767, as 
amended, which is classified principally to chapter 103 
(§ 9601 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 9601 of 
Title 42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted 
‘‘Natural Resources’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ 
after ‘‘Committee on’’. 

1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–225, § 1(1), substituted 
‘‘numbered 327/80,004B, and dated November 1991’’ for 
‘‘numbered 327/80,001, and dated March 1987’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–225, § 1(2), designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added pars. (2) and (3). 

§ 426o. Agreement with Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
respecting battlefield 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into an 
agreement with the city of Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee, containing each of the following provi-
sions—

(1) If the city agrees to acquire sufficient in-
terest in land to construct a trail linking the 
battlefield with Fortress Rosecrans, to con-
struct such trail, and to operate and maintain 
the trail in accordance with standards ap-
proved by the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
(A) transfer to the city the funds available to 
the Secretary for the acquisition of such lands 
and for the construction of the trail, and (B) 
provide technical assistance to the city and to 
Rutherford County for the purpose of develop-
ment and planning of the trail. 

(2) The Secretary shall agree to accept the 
transfer by donation from the city of the rem-
nants of Fortress Rosecrans at Old Fort Park, 
and following such transfer, to preserve and 
interpret the fortress as part of the battle-
field. 

(3) In administering the Fortress Rosecrans, 
the Secretary is authorized to enter a coopera-
tive agreement with the city of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, for the rendering, on a non-
reimbursable basis, of rescue, firefighting, and 
law enforcement services and cooperative as-
sistance by nearby law enforcement and fire 
preventive agencies. 

(Pub. L. 100–205, § 2, Dec. 23, 1987, 101 Stat. 1433; 
Pub. L. 102–225, § 1(3), Dec. 11, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1683.)
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