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of the Bonneville Project Act of 1937 which comprises 
this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

VOLUNTARY SEPARATION INCENTIVES TO EMPLOYEES 

Pub. L. 104–206, title V, § 511, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3004, as amended by Pub. L. 106–377, § 1(a)(2) [title III], 
Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1441, 1441A–76, provided that: 
‘‘The Administrator may offer employees voluntary 
separation incentives as deemed necessary which shall 
not exceed $25,000. Recipients who accept employment 
with the United States within five years after separa-
tion shall repay the entire amount to the Bonneville 
Power Administration. This authority shall expire Jan-
uary 1, 2003.’’

CHAPTER 12C—FORT PECK PROJECT 
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§ 833. Completion and maintenance of project; 
generation of electricity 

For the purpose of improving navigation on 
the Missouri River, and for other purposes inci-
dental thereto, the dam and appurtenant works 
now under construction at Fort Peck, Montana, 
and a suitable power plant for the production of 
hydroelectric power (which dam, power plant, 
and appurtenant works are hereinafter called 
Fort Peck project), shall be completed, main-
tained, and operated under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Army and the supervision of 
the Chief of Engineers, subject to the provisions 
of this chapter relating to the powers and duties 
of the Bureau of Reclamation (hereinafter called 
the Bureau), as provided for in section 833a(a) of 
this title, respecting the transmission and sale 
of electric energy generated at said project. The 
Secretary of the Army shall provide, construct, 
operate, maintain, and improve at Fort Peck 
project such machinery, equipment, and facili-
ties for the generation of electric energy as the 
Bureau may deem necessary to develop such 
electric energy as rapidly as markets may be 
found therefor. The electric energy thus gen-
erated and not required for the operation of the 

dam at such project and the navigation facilities 
employed in connection therewith shall be deliv-
ered to the Bureau for disposition as provided in 
this chapter. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 250, § 1, 52 Stat. 403; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Power marketing functions of Bureau of Reclama-
tion, including construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of transmission lines and attendant facilities, 
transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
7152(a)(1)(E), (3) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare, and are to be exercised by Secretary through a 
separate Administration within Department of Energy.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 833a. Administration of project 

(a) Disposal of energy; temporary administra-
tion; installation and maintenance of equip-
ment 

The electric energy generated in the operation 
of the said Fort Peck project shall be disposed of 
by the Bureau as hereinafter provided. The Bu-
reau shall exercise the powers and perform the 
duties provided for in this chapter under the su-
pervision and direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with section 373a of title 
43. The Bureau shall, as hereinafter provided, 
make all arrangements for the sale and disposi-
tion of electric energy generated at the Fort 
Peck project not required for the operation of 
the dam at such project and the navigation fa-
cilities employed in connection therewith. The 
form of administration herein established for 
the Fort Peck project is intended to be provi-
sional pending the establishment of a permanent 
administration for Fort Peck and other projects 
in the Missouri River Basin. The Secretary of 
the Army shall install and maintain additional 
machinery, equipment, and facilities for the 
generation of electric energy at the Fort Peck 
project when in the judgment of the Bureau such 
additional generating facilities are desirable to 
meet actual or potential market requirements 
for such electric energy. The Secretary of the 
Army shall schedule the operations of the sev-
eral electrical generating units and appurtenant 
equipment of the Fort Peck project in accord-
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ance with the requirements of the Bureau. The 
Secretary of the Army shall provide and main-
tain for the use of the Bureau at said Fort Peck 
project adequate station space and equipment, 
including such switches, switchboards, instru-
ments, and dispatching facilities as may be re-
quired by the Bureau for proper reception, han-
dling, and dispatching of the electric energy pro-
duced at the said project, together with trans-
formers and other equipment required by the 
Bureau for the transmission of such energy from 
that place at suitable voltage to the markets 
which the Bureau desires to serve. 

(b) Construction and maintenance of electric 
transmission lines, substations, and inter-
connections 

In order to encourage the widest possible use 
of all electric energy that can be generated and 
marketed and to provide reasonable outlets 
therefor, and to prevent the monopolization 
thereof by limited groups, the Bureau is author-
ized and directed to provide, construct, operate, 
maintain, and improve such electric trans-
mission lines and substations, and facilities and 
structures appurtenant thereto, as it finds nec-
essary, desirable, or appropriate for the purpose 
of transmitting electric energy, available for 
sale, from the Fort Peck project to existing and 
potential markets, and, for the purpose of inter-
change of electric energy, to interconnect the 
Fort Peck project with either private or with 
other Federal projects and publicly owned power 
systems now or hereafter constructed. 

(c) Acquisition of real and personal property 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
the name of the United States, to acquire, by 
purchase, lease, condemnation, or donation, 
such real and personal property, or any interest 
therein, including lands, easements, rights-of-
way, franchises, electric transmission lines, sub-
stations, and facilities and structures appur-
tenant thereto, as he finds necessary or appro-
priate to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
Title to all property and property rights ac-
quired by said Secretary shall be taken in the 
name of the United States. 

(d) Acquisition of any property or property 
rights 

The Secretary of the Interior shall have power 
to acquire any property or property rights, in-
cluding patent rights, which in his opinion are 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter, by purchase, lease, donation, or by the exer-
cise of the right of eminent domain and to insti-
tute condemnation proceedings therefor in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the con-
demnation of real estate. 

(e) Disposal of real and personal property 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
the name of the United States, to sell, lease, or 
otherwise dispose of such personal property as in 
his judgment is not required for the purposes of 
this chapter and such real property and inter-
ests in land acquired in connection with con-
struction or operation of electric transmission 
lines or substations as in his judgment are not 
required for the purposes of this chapter. 

(f) Contracts by Bureau 

Subject to the provisions of this chapter, the 
Bureau is authorized, in the name of the United 
States, to negotiate and enter into such con-
tracts, agreements, and arrangements as it shall 
find necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 250, § 2, 52 Stat. 404; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Power marketing functions of Bureau of Reclama-
tion, including construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of transmission lines and attendant facilities, 
transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
7152(a)(1)(E), (3) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare, and are to be exercised by Secretary through a 
separate Administration within Department of Energy. 

TRANSFER OF CERTAIN FACILITIES 

Act Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 375, title I, § 101, 65 Stat. 257, pro-
vided in part: ‘‘The Secretary of the Army is hereby au-
thorized to transfer to the Department of the Interior 
without exchange of funds, all of the right, title, and 
interest of the Department of the Army in and to the 
following facilities, including rights-of-way (except 
that portion of the rights-of-way within the Fort Peck 
Reservoir area), but there shall be reserved the right to 
use the power facilities for the purpose of transmitting 
power to the Fort Peck project during emergency peri-
ods when the Fort Peck power plant is not functioning: 
(a) the Fort Peck-Rainbow (Great Falls) 161 kilovolt 
transmission line; (b) the Rainbow (Great Falls) ter-
minal facilities; and (c) the Fort Peck-Whatley 50 kilo-
volt transmission line and substation.’’

TRANSFER OF TRANSMISSION LINES, SUBSTATIONS, ETC.; 
COST PRICE; AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY 

Act Feb. 27, 1948, ch. 75, 62 Stat. 36, provided: ‘‘That, 
in aid of the administration of the Fort Peck project, 
there is hereby granted to the United States, for use by 
the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of the Interior 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘Bureau’), in the dis-
charge of its duties pursuant to the Act of May 18, 1938 
(52 Stat. 403) [this chapter], the electric-transmission 
lines, substations, rights-of-way, and other property de-
scribed in section 7 of that certain permit and memo-
randum of understanding, dated November 2, 1945, be-
tween the Bureau and the Office of Indian Affairs, De-
partment of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘Indian Office’): Provided, however, That the Bureau 
shall continue to furnish electric service for the uses 
and purposes of the Indian Office on the Fort Peck In-
dian Reservation, pursuant to the terms and conditions 
of said permit and memorandum of understanding, ex-
cept as the same may be modified by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

‘‘SEC. 2. That the amount of money to be paid for said 
property shall be $58,577.52, or so much thereof as the 
Secretary of the Interior shall determine to be needed 
pursuant to the provisions of said permit and memo-
randum of understanding. Such sum shall be paid, from 
funds now or hereafter made available to the Depart-
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ment of the Interior for the construction of trans-
mission lines and substations of the Fort Peck project, 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who shall de-
posit such sum in the Treasury of the United States as 
a credit on expenditures made for irrigation and power 
construction on the Fort Peck Indian irrigation 
project. 

‘‘SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
perform any and all acts as may be deemed necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this Act [Act Feb. 27, 
1948, ch. 75, 62 Stat. 36].’’

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 833b. Definitions 

As employed in this chapter, the term ‘‘public 
body,’’ or ‘‘public bodies,’’ means States, public 
power districts, counties, and municipalities, in-
cluding agencies or subdivisions of any thereof. 

As employed in this chapter, the term ‘‘coop-
erative,’’ or ‘‘cooperatives,’’ means any form of 
nonprofit-making organization or organizations 
of citizens supplying, or which may be created 
to supply, members with any kind of goods, 
commodities, or services, as nearly as possible 
at cost. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 250, § 3, 52 Stat. 405.) 

§ 833c. Preference to public bodies and coopera-
tives 

In order to insure that the facilities for the 
generation of electric energy at the Fort Peck 
project shall be operated for the benefit of the 
general public, and particularly of domestic and 
rural consumers, the Bureau shall at all times, 
in disposing of electric energy generated at said 
project, give preference and priority to public 
bodies and cooperatives. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 250, § 4, 52 Stat. 405.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Power marketing functions of Bureau of Reclama-
tion, including construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of transmission lines and attendant facilities, 
transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
7152(a)(1)(E), (3) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare, and are to be exercised by Secretary through a 
separate Administration within Department of Energy.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 833d. Rate schedules; preparation, approval, 
and uniformity 

Schedules of rates and charges for electric en-
ergy produced at the Fort Peck project and sold 

to purchasers as in this chapter provided shall 
be prepared by the Bureau and become effective 
upon confirmation and approval thereof by the 
Secretary of Energy. Subject to confirmation 
and approval by the Secretary of Energy, such 
rate schedules may be modified from time to 
time by the Bureau and shall be fixed and estab-
lished with a view to encouraging the widest 
possible diversified use of electric energy. The 
said rate schedules may provide for uniform rate 
or rates uniform throughout prescribed trans-
mission areas in order to extend the benefits of 
an integrated transmission system and encour-
age the equitable distribution of the electric en-
ergy developed at the Fort Peck project. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 250, § 5, 52 Stat. 405; Pub. L. 
95–91, title III, § 301(b), Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 578.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Power marketing functions of Bureau of Reclama-
tion, including construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of transmission lines and attendant facilities, 
transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
7152(a)(1)(E), (3) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare, and are to be exercised by Secretary through a 
separate Administration within Department of Energy. 

‘‘Secretary of Energy’’ substituted in text for ‘‘Fed-
eral Power Commission’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 95–91, 
§ 301(b), which is classified to section 7151(b) of Title 42. 

The Federal Power Commission was terminated, and 
its functions, personnel, property, funds, etc., were 
transferred to the Secretary of Energy (except for cer-
tain functions which were transferred to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission) by sections 7151(b), 
7171(a), 7172(a), 7291, and 7293 of Title 42.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Executive and administrative functions of Federal 
Power Commission, with certain reservations, trans-
ferred to Chairman of such Commission, with authority 
vested in him to authorize their performance by any of-
ficer, employee, or administrative unit under his juris-
diction, by Reorg. Plan No. 9 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 
1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1265, set out as a note under 
section 792 of this title. 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 833e. Factors in determining rate schedules 

It is the intent of Congress that rate schedules 
for the sale of electric energy which is or may be 
generated at the Fort Peck project in excess of 
the amount required for operating the dam and 
appurtenant works at said project shall be de-
termined with due regard to and predicated 
upon the fact that such electric energy is devel-
oped from water power created as an incident to 
the construction of the dam in the Missouri 
River at the Fort Peck project for the purposes 
set forth in section 833 of this title. Rate sched-
ules shall be drawn having regard to the recov-
ery (upon the basis of the application of such 
rate schedules to the capacity of the electric fa-
cilities of Fort Peck project) of the cost of pro-
ducing and transmitting such electric energy, 
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