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objectives that outweigh the public objectives
and values which would be served by maintain-
ing such tract in Federal ownership, he may,
upon application, set aside and designate as a
townsite an area of not to exceed six hundred
and forty acres of National Forest System land
for any one application. After public notice, and
satisfactory showing of need therefor by any
county, city, or other local governmental sub-
division, the Secretary may offer such area for
sale to a governmental subdivision at a price
not less than the fair market value thereof: Pro-
vided, however, That the Secretary may condi-
tion conveyances of townsites upon the enact-
ment, maintenance, and enforcement of a valid
ordinance which assures any land so conveyed
will be controlled by the governmental subdivi-
sion so that use of the area will not interfere
with the protection, management, and develop-
ment of adjacent or contiguous National Forest
System lands.

(Pub. L. 85-569, July 31, 1958, 72 Stat. 438; Pub. L.
94-579, title II, §213, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2760.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section is also set out as section 1012a of Title 7, Ag-
riculture.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-579 substituted provisions setting
forth the procedures applicable to designation of town-
sites of tracts of National Forest System lands in Alas-
ka or the eleven contiguous Western States for provi-
sions setting forth the procedures applicable to des-
ignation of townsites from any national forest lands or
lands administered by the Secretary of Agriculture
under the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SAVINGS PROVISION
Amendment by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as
terminating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., exist-

ing on Oct. 21, 1976, see note set out under section 1701
of Title 43, Public Lands.

§479. Sites for schools and churches

The settlers residing within the exterior
boundaries of national forests, or in the vicinity
thereof, may maintain schools and churches
within such national forest, and for that purpose
may occupy any part of the said national forest,
not exceeding two acres for each schoolhouse
and one acre for a church.

(June 4, 1897, ch. 2, §1, 30 Stat. 36.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION
‘“‘National forests’ substituted in text for ‘‘forest res-
ervations’, and ‘‘national forest” substituted for ‘‘res-
ervation’ and ‘‘forest reservation’ on authority of act
Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1269, which provided that

forest reserves shall hereafter be known as national
forests.

§479a. Conveyance of National Forest System
lands for educational purposes
(a) Authority to convey

Upon written application, the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may convey National Forest System
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lands to a public school district for use for edu-
cational purposes if the Secretary determines
that—

(1) the public school district seeking the
conveyance will use the conveyed land for a
public or publicly funded elementary or sec-
ondary school, to provide grounds or facilities
related to such a school, or for both purposes;

(2) the conveyance will serve the public in-
terest;

(3) the land to be conveyed is not otherwise
needed for the purposes of the National Forest
System;

(4) the total acreage to be conveyed does not
exceed the amount reasonably necessary for
the proposed use;

(5) the land is to be used for an established
or proposed project that is described in detail
in the application to the Secretary, and the
conveyance would serve public objectives (ei-
ther locally or at large) that outweigh the ob-
jectives and values which would be served by
maintaining such land in Federal ownership;

(6) the applicant is financially and otherwise
capable of implementing the proposed project;

(7) the land to be conveyed has been identi-
fied for disposal in an applicable land and re-
source management plan under the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act
of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.); and

(8) an opportunity for public participation in
a disposal under this section has been pro-
vided, including at least one public hearing or
meeting, to provide for public comments.

(b) Acreage limitation

A conveyance under this section may not ex-
ceed 80 acres. However, this limitation shall not
be construed to preclude an entity from submit-
ting a subsequent application under this section
for an additional land conveyance if the entity
can demonstrate to the Secretary a need for ad-
ditional land.

(c) Costs and mineral rights

(1) A conveyance under this section shall be
for a nominal cost. The conveyance may not in-
clude the transfer of mineral or water rights.

(2) If necessary, the exact acreage and legal
description of the real property conveyed under
this section shall be determined by a survey sat-
isfactory to the Secretary and the applicant.
The cost of the survey shall be borne by the ap-
plicant.

(d) Review of applications

When the Secretary receives an application
under this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) before the end of the 14-day period begin-
ning on the date of the receipt of the applica-
tion, provide notice of that receipt to the ap-
plicant; and

(2) before the end of the 120-day period begin-
ning on that date—

(A) make a final determination whether or
not to convey land pursuant to the applica-
tion, and notify the applicant of that deter-
mination; or

(B) submit written notice to the applicant
containing the reasons why a final deter-
mination has not been made.

(e) Reversionary interest

If, at any time after lands are conveyed pursu-
ant to this section, the entity to whom the lands
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