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(2) to provide the employees of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and other Federal agencies 
and their dependents, at reasonable rates to be 
determined by the Secretary, with such facili-
ties, services, and equipment as he deems nec-
essary, including, but not limited to, food, 
fuel, shelter, and transportation. 

(Pub. L. 89–702, title II, § 202, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1093; Pub. L. 98–129, § 2, Oct. 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 838.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 98–129 substituted provisions author-
izing the Secretary to operate, maintain, and repair 
such Government-owned property, both real and per-
sonal, and other facilities held by the Secretary on the 
Pribilof Islands as may be necessary, and to provide the 
employees of the Department of Commerce and other 
Federal agencies and their dependents, at reasonable 
rates to be determined by the Secretary, with such fa-
cilities, services, and equipment as he deems necessary, 
including, but not limited to, food, fuel, shelter, and 
transportation, for provisions authorizing the Sec-
retary to enter into contracts or agreements or leases 
with, or to issue permits to, public or private agencies 
or persons, including the natives of the Pribilof Islands, 
in accordance with such terms and conditions as he 
deemed desirable for the use of any Government-owned 
real or personal property located on the islands, for the 
furnishing of accommodations for tourists and other 
visitors, for educational, recreational, residential, or 
commercial purposes, for the operation, maintenance, 
and repair of Government-owned facilities and utilities, 
for the transportation and storage of food and other 
supplies, and for such other purposes as the Secretary 
deemed desirable. 

§ 1163. Responsibility of Alaska to meet edu-
cational needs of Pribilof Islands citizens 

The State of Alaska will be responsible for 
meeting the educational needs of the citizens of 
the Pribilof Islands. 

(Pub. L. 89–702, title II, § 203, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1093; Pub. L. 98–129, § 2, Oct. 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 838.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 98–129 substituted provisions directing 
that the State of Alaska be responsible for meeting the 
educational needs of the citizens of the Pribilof Islands 
for provisions which had authorized the Secretary (1) to 
provide, with or without reimbursement, the natives of 
the Pribilof Islands with such facilities, services, and 
equipment as he deemed necessary, including, but not 
limited to food, fuel, shelter, transportation, and edu-
cation, (2) to provide the employees of the Department 
of Commerce and other Federal agencies and their de-
pendents, and tourists and other persons, at reasonable 
rates to be determined by the Secretary, with such fa-
cilities, services, and equipment as he deemed nec-
essary, including, but not limited to, food, fuel, shelter, 
transportation, and education, (3) to purchase, trans-
port, store, and distribute such supplies and equipment 
to carry out the provisions of this section as the Sec-
retary deemed necessary, and (4) to purchase, con-
struct, operate, and maintain the facilities necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this section. 

§ 1164. Responsibility of Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to provide medical and den-
tal care to Pribilof Islands natives 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall provide medical and dental care to the Na-

tives of the Pribilof Islands with or without re-
imbursement, as provided by other law. He is 
authorized to provide such care to Federal em-
ployees and their dependents and tourists and 
other persons in the Pribilof Islands at reason-
able rates to be determined by him. He may pur-
chase, lease, construct, operate, and maintain 
such facilities, supplies, and equipment as he 
deems necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section; and the costs of such items, includ-
ing medical and dental care, shall be charged to 
the budget of the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. Nothing in this chapter shall 
be construed as superseding or limiting the au-
thority and responsibility of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under the Act of Au-
gust 5, 1954, as amended [42 U.S.C. 2001 et seq.], 
or any other law with respect to medical and 
dental care of natives or other persons in the 
Pribilof Islands. 

(Pub. L. 89–702, title II, § 204, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1094; Pub. L. 98–129, § 2, Oct. 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 839.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of August 5, 1954, as amended, referred to in text, 
is act Aug. 5, 1954, ch. 658, 68 Stat. 674, as amended, 
which is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 2001 et 
seq.) of chapter 22 of Title 42, The Public Health and 
Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 98–129 substituted provisions formerly 
set out in section 1165 of this title relating to medical 
and dental care of the natives of the Pribilof Islands for 
provisions which had authorized the Secretary to enter 
into an agreement with the Governor of the State of 
Alaska pursuant to which the State assumed full re-
sponsibility for furnishing education to the natives of 
the Pribilof Islands and also to enter into agreements 
with said Governor pursuant to which the State fur-
nished to such natives adequate food, shelter, transpor-
tation, and such other facilities, services, and equip-
ment as the Secretary deemed necessary, with the 
State of Alaska, in assuming such responsibility, to 
meet the educational needs of the said natives in the 
same manner as the State met the educational needs of 
all of its citizens, including the furnishing of necessary 
facilities therefor. 

§ 1165. Disposal of Federal property on Pribilof 
Islands 

(a) Submission to Congress of property transfer 
document 

Any provision of law relating to the transfer 
and disposal of Federal property to the contrary 
notwithstanding, the Secretary, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating, is author-
ized to bargain, grant, sell or otherwise convey, 
on such terms as he deems to be in the best in-
terests of the United States and in furtherance 
of the purposes of this chapter, any and all 
right, title, and interest of the United States in 
and to the property, both real and personal, held 
by the Secretary on the Pribilof Islands: Pro-

vided, That such property is specified in a docu-
ment entitled ‘‘Transfer of Property on the 
Pribilof Islands: Descriptions, Terms and Condi-
tions,’’ which is submitted to the Congress on or 
before October 31, 1983. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(b) Contents of property transfer document 

The property transfer document described in 
subsection (a) shall include, but need not be lim-
ited to—

(1) a description of each conveyance; 
(2) the terms to be imposed on each convey-

ance; 
(3) designation of the recipient of each con-

veyance; 
(4) a statement noting acceptance of each 

conveyance, including the terms, if any, under 
which it is accepted; and 

(5) an identification of all Federal property 
to be retained by the Federal Government on 
the Pribilof Islands to meet its responsibilities 
as described in this chapter and under the Con-
vention. 

(c) Report to Congress on conveyed and retained 
properties 

Not later than 3 months after December 23, 
2000, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives a report 
that includes—

(1) a description of all property specified in 
the document referred to in subsection (a) 
that has been conveyed under that subsection; 

(2) a description of all Federal property spec-
ified in the document referred to in subsection 
(a) that is going to be conveyed under that 
subsection; and 

(3) an identification of all Federal property 
on the Pribilof Islands that will be retained by 
the Federal Government to meet its respon-
sibilities under this chapter, the Convention, 
and any other applicable law. 

(d) Memorandum of Understanding 

A Memorandum of Understanding shall be en-
tered into by the Secretary, a representative of 
the local governmental authority on each Is-
land, the trustee or trustees, and the appro-
priate officer of the State of Alaska setting 
forth the respective responsibilities of the Fed-
eral Government, the Trust, and the State re-
garding—

(1) application of Federal retirement bene-
fits, severance pay, and insurance benefits 
with respect to Natives of the Pribilof Islands; 

(2) funding to be allocated by the State of 
Alaska for the construction of boat harbors on 
St. Paul and St. George Islands; 

(3) assumption of the State of Alaska of tra-
ditional State responsibilities for facilities 
and services on such islands in accordance 
with applicable laws and regulations; 

(4) preservation of wildlife resources within 
the Secretary’s jurisdiction; 

(5) continued activities relating to the im-
plementation of the Convention; 

(6) oversight of the operation of the Trust es-
tablished by section 1166(a) 1 of this title to 
further progress toward creation of a stable, 
diversified, and enduring economy not depend-
ent on commercial fur sealing; 

(7) the cooperation of government agencies, 
rendered through existing programs, in assist-

ing with an orderly transition from Federal 
management and the creation of a private en-
terprise economy on the Pribilof Islands as de-
scribed in this chapter; and 

(8) such other matters as may be necessary 
and appropriate for carrying out the purposes 
of the chapter, including the assumption of re-
sponsibilities to ensure an orderly transition 
from Federal management of the Pribilof Is-
lands.

The Memorandum shall be submitted to Con-
gress on or before October 31, 1983. 

(e) Taxation 

The grant, sale, transfer or conveyance of any 
real or personal property pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not be subject to any form of Federal, 
State or local taxation. The basis for computing 
gain or loss on subsequent sale or disposition of 
such real or personal property for purposes of 
any Federal, State or local tax imposed on, or 
measured by revenue shall be the fair market 
value of such real or personal property at the 
time of receipt. 

(f) Agreements with governmental agencies and 
third parties 

In carrying out the purposes of this chapter, 
the Secretary is authorized to enter into agree-
ments, including but not limited to land ex-
change agreements with other Departments and 
Agencies of both the State and Federal Govern-
ments, and with third parties, notwithstanding 
any provision of law relating to the transfer and 
disposal of Federal property to the contrary; ex-
cept that the authority of the Secretary of the 
Interior regarding exchanges involving lands in 
the National Wildlife Refuge System on October 
14, 1983, is not affected by this section. 

(Pub. L. 89–702, title II, § 205, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1094; Pub. L. 98–129, § 2, Oct. 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 839; 
Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, 
§ 144(e)(4)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–245; 
Pub. L. 106–562, title I, § 104, Dec. 23, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2796.) 

REPEAL OF SUBSECTIONS (a) TO (d) 

Pub. L. 106–562, title I, § 105(c), Dec. 23, 2000, 

114 Stat. 2798, as amended by Pub. L. 114–120, 

title V, § 523(3)(B), Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 71, 

provided that, effective on the date on which 

the Secretary of Commerce publishes the notice 

of certification required by Pub. L. 106–562, 

§ 105(b)(5), set out in a Termination of Respon-

sibilities note under section 1161 of this title, 

subsections (a) to (d) of this section are re-

pealed. 

Substantially identical provisions repealing 

this section were contained in Pub. L. 106–554, 

§ 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, § 144(e)(5)(C)], Dec. 21, 

2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–247.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

December 23, 2000, referred to in subsec. (c), was in 
the original ‘‘the date of the enactment of the Pribilof 
Islands Transition Act’’ which was translated as refer-
ring to the date of enactment of title I of Pub. L. 
106–562. Section 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, § 144(e)] of Pub. L. 
106–554, which was approved Dec. 21, 2000, is also known 
as the ‘‘Pribilof Islands Transition Act’’. See Short 
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Title of 2000 Amendments notes under section 1151 of 
this title. 

Section 1166(a) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(d)(6), was amended generally by Pub. L. 106–554 and 
Pub. L. 106–562, and, as so amended, no longer contains 
provisions relating to establishment of a Trust. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title 
I, § 144(e)(4)(A)], and Pub. L. 106–562, § 104(1), generally 
amended subsec. (c) identically, substituting present 
provisions for provisions which read as follows: ‘‘Within 
60 days of the transfer of real or personal property spec-
ified in the document described in subsection (a) of this 
section, the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish-
eries of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate shall be given a report prepared by the Sec-
retary stating the fair market value at the time of the 
transfer of all real and personal property conveyed.’’

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, 
§ 144(e)(4)(B)], and Pub. L. 106–562, § 104(2), struck out 
subsec. (g) which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report, no later than October 1, 
1983, providing information on the status of the nego-
tiations for concluding the documents described in sub-
sections (a) and (d) of this section.’’

1983—Pub. L. 98–129 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to the disposal of Federal 
property on the Pribilof Islands for provisions relating 
to the medical and dental care of Pribilof Islands na-
tives. See section 1164 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

PRIBILOF ISLANDS ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

Pub. L. 104–91, § 3, Jan. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 8, as amended 
by Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, 
§ 144(e)(5)(A)(iv), (6)(A), (7)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 
2763A–246, 2763A–248; Pub. L. 106–562, title I, §§ 105(a)(4), 
106(a), 107, Dec. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 2797, 2799; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. B, title II, § 212, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 2884, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce shall, 
subject to the availability of appropriations provided 
for the purposes of this section, clean up landfills, 
wastes, dumps, debris, storage tanks, property, haz-
ardous or unsafe conditions, and contaminants, includ-
ing petroleum products and their derivatives, left by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
on lands which it and its predecessor agencies aban-
doned, quitclaimed, or otherwise transferred or are ob-
ligated to transfer, to local entities or residents on the 
Pribilof Islands, Alaska, pursuant to the Fur Seal Act 
of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.), as amended, or other ap-
plicable law. 

‘‘(b) OBLIGATIONS OF SECRETARY.—In carrying out 
cleanup activities under subsection (a), the Secretary 
of Commerce shall—

‘‘(1) to the maximum extent practicable, execute 
agreements with the State of Alaska, and affected 
local governments, entities, and residents eligible to 

receive conveyance of lands under the Fur Seal Act of 
1966 (16 U.S.C. 1161 et seq.) [16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.] or 
other applicable law; 

‘‘(2) manage such activities with the minimum pos-
sible overhead, delay, and duplication of State and 
local planning and design work; 

‘‘(3) receive approval from the State of Alaska for 
agreements described in paragraph (1) where such ac-
tivities are required by State law; 

‘‘(4) receive approval from affected local entities or 
residents before conducting such activities on their 
property; and 

‘‘(5) not seek or require financial contributions by 
or from local entities or landowners. 
‘‘(c) RESOLUTION OF FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—(1) 

Within 9 months after the date of enactment of this 
section [Jan. 6, 1996], and after consultation with the 
Secretary of the Interior, the State of Alaska, and local 
entities and residents of the Pribilof Islands, the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall submit to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, 
and the Committee on Resources [now Committee on 
Natural Resources] of the House of Representatives, a 
report proposing necessary actions by the Secretary of 
Commerce and Congress to resolve all claims with re-
spect to, and permit the final implementation, fulfill-
ment and completion of—

‘‘(A) the land conveyance entitlements of local en-
tities and residents of the Pribilof Islands under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.); 

‘‘(B) the provisions of this section; and 
‘‘(C) any other matters which the Secretary deems 

appropriate. 
‘‘(2) The report required under paragraph (1) shall in-

clude the estimated costs of all actions, and shall con-
tain the statements of the Secretary of Commerce, the 
Secretary of the Interior, any statement submitted by 
the State of Alaska, and any statements of claims or 
recommendations submitted by local entities and resi-
dents of the Pribilof Islands. 

‘‘[(d) Redesignated as section 212 of Pub. L. 89–702, 
and transferred to section 1169b of this title.] 

‘‘(e) DEFINITION.—For the purposes of this section, the 
term ‘clean up’ means the planning and execution of re-
mediation actions for lands described in subsection (a) 
and the redevelopment of landfills to meet statutory 
requirements. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-

priated $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007 for the purposes of car-
rying out this section. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—None of the funds authorized by 
this subsection may be expended for the purpose of 
cleaning up or remediating any landfills, wastes, 
dumps, debris, storage tanks, property, hazardous or 
unsafe conditions, or contaminants, including petro-
leum products and their derivatives, left by the De-
partment of Defense or any of its components on 
lands on the Pribilof Islands, Alaska. 
‘‘(g) LOW-INTEREST LOAN PROGRAM.—

‘‘(1) CAPITALIZATION OF REVOLVING FUND.—Of 
amounts authorized under subsection (f) for each of 
fiscal years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005, the Sec-
retary may provide to the State of Alaska up to 
$2,000,000 per fiscal year to capitalize a revolving fund 
to be used by the State for loans under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(2) LOW-INTEREST LOANS.—The Secretary shall re-
quire that any revolving fund established with 
amounts provided under this subsection shall be used 
only to provide low-interest loans to Natives of the 
Pribilof Islands to assess, respond to, remediate, and 
monitor contamination from lead paint, asbestos, and 
petroleum from underground storage tanks. 

‘‘(3) NATIVES OF THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS DEFINED.—
The definitions set forth in section 101 of the Fur 
Seal Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 1151) shall apply to this sec-
tion, except that the term ‘Natives of the Pribilof Is-
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lands’ includes the Tanadgusix and Tanaq Corpora-
tions. 

‘‘(4) REVERSION OF FUNDS.—Before the Secretary 
may provide any funds to the State of Alaska under 
this section, the State of Alaska and the Secretary 
must agree in writing that, on the last day of fiscal 
year 2011, and of each fiscal year thereafter until the 
full amount provided to the State of Alaska by the 
Secretary under this section has been repaid to the 
United States, the State of Alaska shall transfer to 
the Treasury of the United States monies remaining 
in the revolving fund, including principal and inter-
est paid into the revolving fund as repayment of 
loans.’’
[Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, 

§ 144(e)(5)(A)(iv), (6)(A), (7)], and Pub. L. 106–562, 
§§ 105(a)(4), 106(a), 107, made substantially identical 
amendments to section 3 of Pub. L. 104–91, set out 
above. The text of subsecs. (f) and (g) of section 3 is 
based on amendments by Pub. L. 106–562.] 

[Pub. L. 106–562, title I, § 105(c), Dec. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2798, as amended by Pub. L. 114–120, title V, § 523(3)(B), 
Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 71, provided that, effective on the 
date on which the Secretary of Commerce publishes the 
notice of certification required by Pub. L. 106–562, 
§ 105(b)(5), set out in a Termination of Responsibilities 
note under section 1161 of this title, section 3 of Pub. L. 
104–91, set out above, is repealed. Pub. L. 106–554, 
§ 1(a)(4) [div. B, title I, § 144(e)(5)(C)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2763, 2763A–247, enacted a provision substantially 
identical to Pub. L. 106–562, § 105(c).] 

§ 1166. Financial assistance 

(a) Grant authority 

(1) In general 

Subject to the availability of appropriations, 
the Secretary shall provide financial assist-
ance to any city government, village corpora-
tion, or tribal council of St. George, Alaska, or 
St. Paul, Alaska. 

(2) Use for matching 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law 
relating to matching funds, funds provided by 
the Secretary as assistance under this sub-
section may be used by the entity as non-Fed-
eral matching funds under any Federal pro-
gram that requires such matching funds. 

(3) Restriction on use 

The Secretary may not use financial assist-
ance authorized by this chapter—

(A) to settle any debt owed to the United 
States; 

(B) for administrative or overhead ex-
penses; or 

(C) for contributions sought or required 
from any person for costs or fees to clean up 
any matter that was caused or contributed 
to by such person on or after March 15, 2000. 

(4) Funding instruments and procedures 

In providing assistance under this subsection 
the Secretary shall transfer any funds appro-
priated to carry out this section to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, who shall obligate such 
funds through instruments and procedures 
that are equivalent to the instruments and 
procedures required to be used by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs pursuant to title IV of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act [25 U.S.C. 5361 et seq.]. 

(5) Pro rata distribution of assistance 

In any fiscal year for which less than all of 
the funds authorized under subsection (c)(1) 

are appropriated, such funds shall be distrib-
uted under this subsection on a pro rata basis 
among the entities referred to in subsection 
(c)(1) in the same proportions in which 
amounts are authorized by that subsection for 
grants to those entities. 

(b) Solid waste assistance 

(1) In general 

Subject to the availability of appropriations, 
the Secretary shall provide assistance to the 
State of Alaska for designing, locating, con-
structing, redeveloping, permitting, or certi-
fying solid waste management facilities on the 
Pribilof Islands to be operated under permits 
issued to the City of St. George and the City 
of St. Paul, Alaska, by the State of Alaska 
under section 46.03.100 of the Alaska Statutes. 

(2) Transfer 

The Secretary shall transfer any appropria-
tions received under paragraph (1) to the State 
of Alaska for the benefit of rural and Native 
villages in Alaska for obligation under section 
1263a of title 33, except that subsection (b) of 
that section shall not apply to those funds. 

(3) Limitation 

In order to be eligible to receive financial 
assistance under this subsection, not later 
than 180 days after December 23, 2000, each of 
the Cities of St. Paul and St. George shall 
enter into a written agreement with the State 
of Alaska under which such City shall identify 
by its legal boundaries the tract or tracts of 
land that such City has selected as the site for 
its solid waste management facility and any 
supporting infrastructure. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary—

(1) for assistance under subsection (a), for 
fiscal years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 
2007 a total not to exceed—

(A) $9,000,000, for grants to the City of St. 
Paul; 

(B) $6,300,000, for grants to the Tanadgusix 
Corporation; 

(C) $1,500,000, for grants to the St. Paul 
Tribal Council; 

(D) $6,000,000, for grants to the City of St. 
George; 

(E) $4,200,000, for grants to the St. George 
Tanaq Corporation; and 

(F) $1,000,000, for grants to the St. George 
Tribal Council; and

(2) for assistance under subsection (b), for 
fiscal years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005 a 
total not to exceed—

(A) $6,500,000 for the City of St. Paul; and 
(B) $3,500,000 for the City of St. George. 

(d) Limitation on use of assistance for lobbying 
activities 

None of the funds authorized by this section 
may be available for any activity a purpose of 
which is to influence legislation pending before 
the Congress, except that this subsection shall 
not prevent officers or employees of the United 
States or of its departments, agencies, or com-
missions from communicating to Members of 
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