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AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114–54 struck out comma 
after ‘‘The Foundation shall’’. 

§ 583j–6. United States release from liability 

The United States shall not be liable for any 
debts, defaults, acts or omissions of the Founda-
tion nor shall the full faith and credit of the 
United States extend to any obligations of the 
Foundation. 

(Pub. L. 101–593, title IV, § 408, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2973.) 

§ 583j–7. Activities of Foundation and United 
States Forest Service 

The activities of the Foundation authorized 
under the provisions of this Act shall be supple-
mental to and shall not preempt any authority 
or responsibility of the United States Forest 
Service under any other provision of law. 

(Pub. L. 101–593, title IV, § 409, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2973.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 101–593, Nov. 
16, 1990, 104 Stat. 2954, which enacted this subchapter, 
chapter 32A of this title, and section 777e–1 of this title, 
amended sections 2910, 3702, 3709, 4403, and 4404 of this 
title, and enacted provisions listed in a table of Na-
tional Environmental Centers set out under section 
668dd of this title and provisions set out in notes under 
section 3701 of this title and section 4321 of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 583j–8. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Startup funds 

For the purposes of section 583j–3 of this title, 
there are authorized to be appropriated 
$1,000,000. 

(b) Matching funds 

For the purposes of section 583j–3 of this title, 
there are authorized to be appropriated $3,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2023 to the 
Secretary of Agriculture to be made available to 
the Foundation to match, on a one-for-one basis, 
private contributions made to the Foundation. 

(Pub. L. 101–593, title IV, § 410, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2973; Pub. L. 103–106, § 3(b), Oct. 12, 1993, 107 
Stat. 1032; Pub. L. 114–54, title II, § 201(b), Sept. 
30, 2015, 129 Stat. 515; Pub. L. 115–334, title VIII, 
§ 8503(b), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4847.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–334 substituted ‘‘2023’’ 
for ‘‘2018’’. 

2015—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114–54 substituted ‘‘there 
are authorized to be appropriated $3,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2016 through 2018’’ for ‘‘during the five-year 
period beginning October 1, 1992, there are authorized 
to be appropriated $1,000,000 annually’’. 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–106 substituted ‘‘begin-
ning October 1, 1992’’ for ‘‘following November 16, 1990’’. 

§ 583j–9. Federal funds 

For fiscal year 2014 and thereafter, the Na-
tional Forest Foundation may hold Federal 

funds made available but not immediately dis-
bursed and may use any interest or other invest-
ment income earned (before, on, or after Janu-
ary 17, 2014) on Federal funds to carry out the 
purposes of Public Law 101–593: Provided further, 
That such investments may be made only in in-
terest-bearing obligations of the United States 
or in obligations guaranteed as to both principal 
and interest by the United States. 

(Pub. L. 113–76, div. G, title III, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 
Stat. 327.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Public Law 101–593, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 
101–593, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 2954, which enacted this 
subchapter, chapter 32A of this title, and section 777e–1 
of this title, amended sections 2910, 3702, 3709, 4403, and 
4404 of this title, and enacted provisions listed in a 
table of National Wildlife Refuges set out under section 
668dd of this title and provisions set out in notes under 
section 3701 of this title and section 4321 of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2014, and also as part of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2014, and not as part of the Na-
tional Forest Foundation Act which comprises this 
subchapter. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 107–63, title II, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 450. 
Pub. L. 106–291, title II, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 972. 
Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(3) [title II], Nov. 29, 

1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A–176. 
Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title II], Oct. 21, 1998, 

112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–273. 
Pub. L. 105–83, title II, Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 1577.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

AUTHORIZED INVESTMENTS 

Provisions similar to the proviso in this section were 
contained in the Department of the Interior, Environ-
ment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006, 
Pub. L. 109–54, title III, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 538, and 
were repeated in provisions of subsequent appropria-
tions acts which are not set out in the Code. Similar 
provisions also were contained in the following prior 
appropriations acts: 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. E, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3079. 

Pub. L. 108–108, title II, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1288. 
Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title II, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 

256.

SUBCHAPTER VI—NATIONAL FOREST 
SYSTEM TRAILS STEWARDSHIP 

§ 583k. Findings 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) The National Forest System features a 

world-class trail system with over 157,000 
miles of trails that provide world-class oppor-
tunities for hiking, horseback riding, hunting, 
mountain bicycling, motorized vehicles, and 
other outdoor activities. 

(2) According to the Government Account-
ability Office, the Forest Service is only able 
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to maintain about one-quarter of National 
Forest System trails to the agency standard, 
and the agency faces a trail maintenance 
backlog of $314 million, and an additional 
backlog of $210 million in annual maintenance, 
capital improvements, and operations. 

(3) The lack of maintenance on National 
Forest System trails threatens access to pub-
lic lands, and may cause increased environ-
mental damage, threaten public safety, and in-
crease future maintenance costs. 

(4) Federal budget limitations require solu-
tions to National Forest System trail mainte-
nance issues that make more efficient use of 
existing resources. 

(5) Volunteers, partners, and outfitters and 
guides play an important role in maintaining 
National Forest System trails, and a com-
prehensive strategy is needed to ensure that 
volunteers and partners are used as effectively 
as possible. 

(Pub. L. 114–245, § 2, Nov. 28, 2016, 130 Stat. 990.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 114–245, § 1(a), Nov. 28, 2016, 130 Stat. 990, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter and 
amending section 558c of this title] may be cited as the 
‘National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act’.’’

§ 583k–1. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Administrative Unit 

The term ‘‘Administrative Unit’’ means a 
national forest or national grassland. 

(2) Outfitter or guide 

The term ‘‘outfitter or guide’’ means an in-
dividual, organization, or business who pro-
vides outfitting or guiding services, as defined 
in section 251.51 of title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

(3) Partner 

The term ‘‘partner’’ means a non-Federal en-
tity that engages in a partnership. 

(4) Partnership 

The term ‘‘partnership’’ means arrange-
ments between the Department of Agriculture 
or the Forest Service and a non-Federal entity 
that are voluntary, mutually beneficial, and 
entered into for the purpose of mutually 
agreed-upon objectives. 

(5) Priority area 

The term ‘‘priority area’’ means a well-de-
fined region on National Forest System land 
selected by the Secretary under section 
583k–3(a) of this title. 

(6) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

(7) Strategy 

The term ‘‘strategy’’ means the National 
Forest System Trails Volunteer and Partner-
ship Strategy authorized by section 583k–2(a) 
of this title. 

(8) Trail maintenance 

The term ‘‘trail maintenance’’ means any 
activity to maintain the usability and sustain-

ability of trails within the National Forest 
System, including—

(A) ensuring trails are passable by the 
users for which they are managed; 

(B) preventing environmental damage re-
sulting from trail deterioration; 

(C) protecting public safety; and 
(D) averting future deferred maintenance 

costs. 

(9) Volunteer 

The term ‘‘volunteer’’ means an individual 
whose services are accepted by the Secretary 
without compensation under the Volunteers in 
the National Forests Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a 
et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 114–245, § 3, Nov. 28, 2016, 130 Stat. 990.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Volunteers in the National Forests Act of 1972, 
referred to in par. (9), is Pub. L. 92–300, May 18, 1972, 86 
Stat. 147, which is classified generally to section 558a et 
seq. of this title. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
558a of this title and Tables. 

§ 583k–2. National Forest System Trails Volun-
teer and Partnership Strategy 

(a) In general 

Not later than 2 years after November 28, 2016, 
the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Reg-
ister a strategy to significantly increase the 
role of volunteers and partners in trail mainte-
nance. 

(b) Required elements 

The strategy required by subsection (a) shall—
(1) augment and support the capabilities of 

Federal employees to carry out or contribute 
to trail maintenance; 

(2) provide meaningful opportunities for vol-
unteers and partners to carry out trail main-
tenance in each region of the Forest Service; 

(3) address the barriers to increased vol-
unteerism and partnerships in trail mainte-
nance identified by volunteers, partners, and 
others; 

(4) prioritize increased volunteerism and 
partnerships in trail maintenance in those re-
gions with the most severe trail maintenance 
needs, and where trail maintenance backlogs 
are jeopardizing access to National Forest 
lands; and 

(5) aim to increase trail maintenance by vol-
unteers and partners by 100 percent by the 
date that is 5 years after November 28, 2016. 

(c) Additional requirement 

As a component of the strategy, the Secretary 
shall study opportunities to improve trail main-
tenance by addressing opportunities to use fire 
crews in trail maintenance activities in a man-
ner that does not jeopardize firefighting capa-
bilities, public safety, or resource protection. 
Upon a determination that trail maintenance 
would be advanced by use of fire crews in trail 
maintenance, the Secretary shall incorporate 
these proposals into the strategy, subject to 
such terms and conditions as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary. 
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