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§ 1607. National Forest System renewable re-
sources; development and administration by 
Secretary in accordance with multiple use 
and sustained yield concepts for products 
and services; target year for operational pos-
ture of resources; budget requests 

The Secretary shall take such action as will 
assure that the development and administration 
of the renewable resources of the National For-
est System are in full accord with the concepts 
for multiple use and sustained yield of products 
and services as set forth in the Multiple-Use 
Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 [16 U.S.C. 528–531]. 
To further these concepts, the Congress hereby 
sets the year 2030 as the target year when the re-
newable resources of the National Forest Sys-
tem shall be in an operating posture whereby all 
backlogs of needed treatment for their restora-
tion shall be reduced to a current basis and the 
major portion of planned intensive multiple-use 
sustained-yield management procedures shall be 
installed and operating on an environmentally-
sound basis. The annual budget shall contain re-
quests for funds for an orderly program to elimi-
nate such backlogs: Provided, That when the 
Secretary finds that (1) the backlog of areas 
that will benefit by such treatment has been 
eliminated, (2) the cost of treating the remain-
der of such area exceeds the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits to be secured from their 
treatment, or (3) the total supplies of the renew-
able resources of the United States are adequate 
to meet the future needs of the American peo-
ple, the budget request for these elements of res-
toration may be adjusted accordingly. 

(Pub. L. 93–378, § 9, formerly § 8, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 
Stat. 479, renumbered § 9, Pub. L. 94–588, § 2, Oct. 
22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2949; amended Pub. L. 115–141, 
div. O, title II, § 208(b)(2), Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 
1066; Pub. L. 117–58, div. G, title III, § 70302(a)(2), 
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 1260.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 86–517, June 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 
215, as amended, which is classified generally to sec-
tions 528 to 531 of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 528 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 117–58 substituted ‘‘year 2030’’ for ‘‘year 
2000’’. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–141 substituted ‘‘Secretary shall 
take’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Agriculture shall take’’.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this subchapter to Federal Inspector, Office of 
Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of 
Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Nat-
ural Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out 
under section 1601 of this title. 

§ 1608. National Forest Transportation System 

(a) Congressional declaration of policy; time for 
development; method of financing; financing 
of forest development roads 

The Congress declares that the installation of 
a proper system of transportation to service the 
National Forest System, as is provided for in 
sections 532 to 538 of this title, shall be carried 
forward in time to meet anticipated needs on an 
economical and environmentally sound basis, 
and the method chosen for financing the con-
struction and maintenance of the transportation 
system should be such as to enhance local, re-
gional, and national benefits: Provided, That 
limitations on the level of obligations for con-
struction of forest roads by timber purchasers 
shall be established in annual appropriation 
Acts. 

(b) Construction of temporary roadways in con-
nection with timber contracts, and other per-
mits or leases 

Unless the necessity for a permanent road is 
set forth in the forest development road system 
plan, any road constructed on land of the Na-
tional Forest System in connection with a tim-
ber contract or other permit or lease shall be de-
signed with the goal of reestablishing vegetative 
cover on the roadway and areas where the vege-
tative cover has been disturbed by the construc-
tion of the road, within ten years after the ter-
mination of the contract, permit, or lease either 
through artificial or natural means. Such action 
shall be taken unless it is later determined that 
the road is needed for use as a part of the Na-
tional Forest Transportation System. 

(c) Standards of roadway construction 

Roads constructed on National Forest System 
lands shall be designed to standards appropriate 
for the intended uses, considering safety, cost of 
transportation, and impacts on land and re-
sources. 

(Pub. L. 93–378, § 10, formerly § 9, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 
Stat. 479, renumbered § 10 and amended Pub. L. 
94–588, §§ 2, 8, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2949, 2956; 
Pub. L. 97–100, title II, § 201, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1405.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–100 substituted ‘‘Provided, 
That limitations on the level of obligations for con-
struction of forest roads by timber purchasers shall be 
established in annual appropriation Acts’’ for ‘‘, except 
that the financing of forest development roads as au-
thorized by clause (2) of section 535 of this title, shall 
be deemed ‘budget authority’ and ‘budget outlays’ as 
those terms are defined in section 1302(a) of title 31, and 
shall be effective for any fiscal year only in the manner 
required for new spending authority as specified by sec-
tion 1351(a) of title 31’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–588, § 8, designated existing provisions 
as subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

COUNTY PAYMENT MITIGATION; TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM MORATORIUM 

Pub. L. 105–174, title III, § 3006, May 1, 1998, 112 Stat. 
85, provided that: 
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