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1 So in original. Probably should be a comma. 

(5) United States basic and directed research 
programs concerning the marine living re-
sources of the Antarctic are essential to 
achieve the United States goal of effective im-
plementation of the objectives of the Conven-
tion; and 

(6) the United States has important security, 
economic, and environmental interests in de-
veloping and maintaining a fleet of 
icebreaking vessels capable of operating effec-
tively in the heavy ice regions of Antarctica. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide the 
legislative authority necessary to implement, 
with respect to the United States, the Conven-
tion on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources. 

(Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 302, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3398.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 301, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3398, 
provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may 
be cited as the ‘Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
Convention Act of 1984’.’’

§ 2432. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter—

(1) Antarctic Convergence 

The term ‘‘Antarctic Convergence’’ means a 
line joining the following points along the par-
allels of latitude and meridians of longitude: 
50 degrees south, 0 degrees; 50 degrees south, 30 
degrees east; 45 degrees south, 30 degrees east; 
45 degrees south, 80 degrees east; 55 degrees 
south, 80 degrees east; 55 degrees south, 150 de-
grees east; 60 degrees south, 150 degrees east; 
60 degrees south; 1 50 degrees west; 50 degrees 
south, 50 degrees west; and 50 degrees south, 0 
degrees. 

(2) Antarctic marine living resources 

The term ‘‘Antarctic marine living re-
sources’’ means the population of finfish, 
molluscs, crustaceans and all other species of 
living organisms, including birds, found south 
of the Antarctic Convergence. 

(3) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Commis-
sion for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources established pursuant to arti-
cle VII of the Convention. 

(4) Convention 

The term ‘‘Convention’’ means the Conven-
tion on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources, done at Canberra, Australia, 
May 7, 1980, and entered into force with re-
spect to the United States on April 7, 1982. 

(5) Harvesting or other associated activities 

The terms ‘‘harvesting’’ and ‘‘harvesting or 
other associated activities’’ mean—

(A) the harassing, molesting, harming, 
pursuing, hunting, shooting, wounding, kill-
ing, trapping, or capturing of Antarctic ma-
rine living resources; 

(B) attempting to engage in any activity 
set forth in subparagraph (A); 

(C) any other activity which can reason-
ably be expected to result in any activity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and 

(D) any operations at sea in support of, or 
in preparation for, any activity described in 
subparagraphs (A) through (C). 

(6) Harvest 

The term ‘‘harvest’’ means to engage in har-
vesting or other associated activities. 

(7) Import 

The term ‘‘import’’ means to land on, bring 
into, or introduce into, or attempt to land on, 
bring into, or introduce into, any place subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, 
whether or not such landing constitutes an 
importation within the meaning of the cus-
toms laws of the United States. 

(8) Person 

The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, 
partnership, corporation, trust, association, 
and any other entity subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States. 

(9) Scientific Committee 

The term ‘‘Scientific Committee’’ means the 
Scientific Committee for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources estab-
lished pursuant to article XIV of the Conven-
tion. 

(10) Vessel of the United States 

The term ‘‘vessel of the United States’’ 
means—

(A) a vessel documented under chapter 121 
of title 46 or a vessel numbered as provided 
in chapter 123 of that title; 

(B) a vessel owned in whole or in part by—
(i) the United States or a territory, com-

monwealth, or possession of the United 
States; 

(ii) a State or political subdivision there-
of; 

(iii) a citizen or national of the United 
States; or 

(iv) a corporation created under the laws 
of the United States or any State, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, or any territory, com-
monwealth, or possession of the United 
States;

unless the vessel has been granted the na-
tionality of a foreign nation in accordance 
with Article 5 of the 1958 Convention on the 
High Seas; and 

(C) a vessel that was once documented 
under the laws of the United States and, in 
violation of the laws of the United States, 
was either sold to a person not a citizen of 
the United States or placed under foreign 
registry or a foreign flag, whether or not the 
vessel has been granted the nationality of a 
foreign nation in accordance with Article 5 
of the 1958 Convention on the High Seas. 

(11) Vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States 

The term ‘‘vessel subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States’’ includes a vessel with-
out nationality or a vessel assimilated to a 
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vessel without nationality, in accordance with 
paragraph (2) of Article 6 of the 1958 Conven-
tion on the High Seas. 

(Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 303, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3398.) 

§ 2433. Representatives 

(a) Representative to the Commission 

The Secretary of State, with the concurrence 
of the Secretary of Commerce and the Director 
of the National Science Foundation, shall ap-
point an officer or employee of the United 
States as the United States representative to 
the Commission. 

(b) Representative to the Scientific Committee 

The Secretary of Commerce and the Director 
of the National Science Foundation, with the 
concurrence of the Secretary of State, shall des-
ignate the United States representative to the 
Scientific Committee. 

(c) Compensation 

The United States representatives to the Com-
mission and the Scientific Committee shall re-
ceive no additional compensation by reason of 
their services as such representatives. 

(Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 304, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3400.) 

§ 2434. Conservation measures; system of obser-
vation and inspection 

(a) Conservation measures 

(1) The Secretary of State, with the concur-
rence of the Secretary of Commerce and the Di-
rector of the National Science Foundation, is 
authorized—

(A) to decide on behalf of the United States 
whether the United States is unable to accept 
or can no longer accept a conservation meas-
ure adopted by the Commission pursuant to 
article IX of the Convention, and 

(B) to notify the Commission of any such de-
cision in accordance with article IX of the 
Convention.

(2) The Secretary of State shall—
(A) publish in the Federal Register, if prac-

ticable, timely notice of each proposed deci-
sion under paragraph (1) and invite written 
public comment regarding it; and 

(B) publish in the Federal Register notice of 
each notification made to the Commission 
under paragraph (1). 

(b) System of observation and inspection 

The Secretary of State, with the concurrence 
of the Secretary of Commerce, the Director of 
the National Science Foundation and the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating, is authorized to agree on be-
half of the United States to the establishment of 
a system of observation and inspection, and to 
interim arrangements pending establishment of 
such a system, pursuant to article XXIV of the 
Convention. 

(c) Communications from the Commission 

The Secretary of State is further authorized to 
receive, on behalf of the United States Govern-
ment, reports, requests, and other communica-

tions from the Commission and to take appro-
priate action on them, either directly or by ref-
erence to the appropriate authority. 

(Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 305, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3400.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 2435. Unlawful activities 

It is unlawful for any person—
(1) to engage in harvesting or other associ-

ated activities in violation of the provisions of 
the Convention or in violation of a conserva-
tion measure in force with respect to the 
United States pursuant to article IX of the 
Convention; 

(2) to violate any regulation promulgated 
under this chapter; 

(3) to ship, transport, offer for sale, sell, pur-
chase, import, export, or have custody, control 
or possession of, any Antarctic marine living 
resource (or part or product thereof) harvested 
in violation of a conservation measure in force 
with respect to the United States pursuant to 
article IX of the Convention or in violation of 
any regulation promulgated under this chap-
ter, without regard to the citizenship of the 
person that harvested, or vessel that was used 
in the harvesting of, the Antarctic marine liv-
ing resource (or part or product thereof); 

(4) to refuse to permit any authorized officer 
or employee of the United States to board a 
vessel of the United States or a vessel subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States for 
purposes of conducting any search, investiga-
tion, or inspection in connection with the en-
forcement of the Convention, this chapter, or 
any regulations promulgated under this chap-
ter; 

(5) to assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimi-
date, or interfere with any authorized officer 
or employee of the United States in the con-
duct of any search, investigation, or inspec-
tion described in paragraph (4); 

(6) to resist a lawful arrest or detention for 
any act prohibited by this section; or 

(7) to interfere with, delay, or prevent, by 
any means, the apprehension, arrest, or deten-
tion of another person, knowing that such 
other person has committed any act prohib-
ited by this section. 

(Pub. L. 98–623, title III, § 306, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3401; Pub. L. 114–81, title I, § 106(1), Nov. 5, 
2015, 129 Stat. 657.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Par. (3). Pub. L. 114–81, § 106(1)(A), struck out 
‘‘which he knows, or reasonably should have known, 
was’’ before ‘‘harvested in violation’’. 
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