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set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 3169. Valid existing right of access 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed 
to adversely affect any valid existing right of 
access. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1109, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2464.) 

§ 3170. Special access and access to inholdings 

(a) Use of snowmachines, motorboats, airplanes, 
nonmotorized surface transportation, etc. for 
traditional activities and for travel 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act or other law, the Secretary shall permit, on 
conservation system units, national recreation 
areas, and national conservation areas, and 
those public lands designated as wilderness 
study, the use of snowmachines (during periods 
of adequate snow cover, or frozen river condi-
tions in the case of wild and scenic rivers), mo-
torboats, airplanes, and nonmotorized surface 
transportation methods for traditional activi-
ties (where such activities are permitted by this 
Act or other law) and for travel to and from vil-
lages and homesites. Such use shall be subject 
to reasonable regulations by the Secretary to 
protect the natural and other values of the con-
servation system units, national recreation 
areas, and national conservation areas, and 
shall not be prohibited unless, after notice and 
hearing in the vicinity of the affected unit or 
area, the Secretary finds that such use would be 
detrimental to the resource values of the unit or 
area. Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting the use of other methods of trans-
portation for such travel and activities on con-
servation system lands where such use is per-
mitted by this Act or other law. 

(b) Right of access to State or private owner or 
occupier 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
Act or other law, in any case in which State 
owned or privately owned land, including sub-
surface rights of such owners underlying public 
lands, or a valid mining claim or other valid oc-
cupancy is within or is effectively surrounded by 
one or more conservation system units, national 
recreation areas, national conservation areas, or 
those public lands designated as wilderness 
study, the State or private owner or occupier 
shall be given by the Secretary such rights as 
may be necessary to assure adequate and fea-
sible access for economic and other purposes to 
the concerned land by such State or private 
owner or occupier and their successors in inter-
est. Such rights shall be subject to reasonable 
regulations issued by the Secretary to protect 
the natural and other values of such lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1110, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2464.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 3101 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 3171. Temporary access 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act or other law the Secretary shall authorize 
and permit temporary access by the State or a 
private landowner to or across any conservation 
system unit, national recreation area, national 
conservation area, the National Petroleum Re-
serve—Alaska or those public lands designated 
as wilderness study or managed to maintain the 
wilderness character or potential thereof, in 
order to permit the State or private landowner 
access to its land for purposes of survey, geo-
physical, exploratory, or other temporary uses 
thereof whenever he determines such access will 
not result in permanent harm to the resources 
of such unit, area, Reserve or lands. 

(b) Stipulations and conditions 

In providing temporary access pursuant to 
subsection (a), the Secretary may include such 
stipulations and conditions he deems necessary 
to insure that the private use of public lands is 
accomplished in a manner that is not incon-
sistent with the purposes for which the public 
lands are reserved and which insures that no 
permanent harm will result to the resources of 
the unit, area, Reserve or lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1111, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2465.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 96–487, 
Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 3101 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 3172. North Slope Haul Road 

(a) In general 

So long as that section of the North Slope 
Haul Road referred to in subsection (c) is closed 
to public use, but not including regulated local 
traffic north of the Yukon River, regulated in-
dustrial traffic and regulated high occupancy 
buses, such regulation to occur under State law, 
except that the Secretary, after consultation 
with the Secretary of Transportation, and the 
Governor of Alaska shall agree on the number of 
vehicles and seasonality of use, such section 
shall be free from any and all restrictions con-
tained in title 23, as amended or supplemented, 
or in any regulations thereunder. Prior to exe-
cuting an agreement pursuant to this sub-
section, the Secretary and the Governor of Alas-
ka shall consult with the head of any unit of 
local government which encompasses lands lo-
cated adjacent to the route of the North Slope 
Haul Road. The State of Alaska shall have the 
authority to limit access, impose restrictions 
and impose tolls, notwithstanding any provision 
of Federal law. 

(b) Release 

The removal of restrictions shall not be condi-
tioned upon repayment by the State of Alaska 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

to the Treasurer of the United States of any 
Federal-aid highway funds paid on account of 
the section of highway described in subsection 
(c), and the obligation of the State of Alaska to 
repay these amounts is hereby released so long 
as the road remains closed as set forth in sub-
section (a). 

(c) Application of section 

The provisions of this section shall apply to 
that section of the North Slope Haul Road, 
which extends from the southern terminus of 
the Yukon River Bridge to the northern ter-
minus of the Road at Prudhoe Bay. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1112, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2465.) 

§ 3173. Stikine River region; Presidential study 
and report to Congress 

Congress finds that there is a need to study 
the effect of this Act upon the ability of the 
Government of Canada to obtain access in the 
Stikine River region of southeast Alaska. Ac-
cordingly, within five years from December 2, 
1980, the President shall consult with the Gov-
ernment of Canada and shall submit a report to 
the Congress containing his findings and rec-
ommendations concerning the need, if any, to 
provide for such access. Such report shall in-
clude, among other things, an analysis of the 
need for access and the social, environmental 
and economic impacts which may result from 
various forms of access including, but not lim-
ited to, a road along the Stikine and Iskut Riv-
ers, or other alternative routes, should such ac-
cess be permitted. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XI, § 1113, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2466.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2466, as amended, known as the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 3101 of this title and 
Tables.

SUBCHAPTER V—FEDERAL-STATE 
COOPERATION 

§ 3181. Alaska Land Use Council 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established the Alaska Land 
Use Council (hereinafter in this subchapter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Council’’). 

(b) Cochairmen 

The Council shall have Cochairmen. The Fed-
eral Cochairman shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent of the United States with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. The State Cochairman 
shall be the Governor of Alaska. 

(c) Members 

In addition to the Cochairmen, the Council 
shall consist of the following members: 

(1) the head of the Alaska offices of each of 
the following Federal agencies: National Park 
Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-

ice, United States Forest Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, and Department of 
Transportation; 

(2) the Commissioners of the Alaska Depart-
ments of Natural Resources, Fish and Game, 
Environmental Conservation, and Transpor-
tation; and 

(3) two representatives selected by the Alas-
ka Native Regional Corporations (in consulta-
tion with their respective Village Corpora-
tions) which represent the twelve geographic 
regions described in section 1606(a) of title 43.

Any vacancy on the Council shall be filled in the 
same manner in which the original appointment 
was made. 

(d) State decision not to participate 

If the State elects not to participate on the 
Council or elects to end its participation prior 
to termination of the Council, the Council shall 
be composed of the Federal Cochairman, the 
agencies referred to in subsection (c)(1) and the 
representatives of the Alaska Native Regional 
Corporations referred to in subsection (c)(3). The 
Council, so composed, shall carry out the admin-
istrative functions required by this subchapter 
and shall make recommendations to Federal of-
ficials with respect to the matters referred to in 
subsections (i) and (j). In addition, the Council 
may make recommendations from time to time 
to State officials and private landowners con-
cerning such matters. 

(e) Compensation and expenses 

(1) The Federal Cochairman shall be com-
pensated at a rate to be determined by the 
President but not in excess of that provided for 
level IV of the Executive Schedule contained in 
title 5 [5 U.S.C. 5315]. 

(2) The other members of the Council who are 
Federal employees shall receive no additional 
compensation for service on the Council. 

(3) While away from their homes or regular 
places of business in the performance of services 
for the Council, members of the Council who are 
Federal employees, or members of the Council 
referred to in subsection (c)(3), shall be allowed 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, in the same manner as persons em-
ployed intermittently in the Government serv-
ice are allowed expenses under section 5703(b) of 
title 5.1 

(4) The State Cochairman and other State 
members of the Council have been compensated 
in accordance with applicable State law. 

(f) Administrative authority 

(1) The Cochairmen, acting jointly, shall have 
the authority to create and abolish employ-
ments and positions, including temporary and 
intermittent employments; to fix and provide 
for the qualification, appointment, removal, 
compensation, pension, and retirement rights of 
Council employees; and to procure needed office 
space, supplies, and equipment. 

(2) The office of the Council shall be located in 
the State of Alaska. 
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