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(6) The continued well-being of this once-
abundant fish and wildlife resource, and even
the very existence of many species, is in peril.

(6) In 1967, the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service reported that forty-five common
migratory bird species, which are not hunted,
had exhibited significant declines in abun-
dance, and that thirteen of these species have
experienced widespread, systematic declines of
46.9 percent during a twenty-year study pe-
riod.

(7) There have been nationwide declines in
frogs and other amphibians.

(8) Over two hundred and seventy-five of
vertebrate fish and wildlife species in the
United States are now officially classified as
threatened or endangered by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(9) During the past decade, fish and wildlife
species, including invertebrates, were added to
the rapidly growing list of threatened and en-
dangered species in North America at the av-
erage rate of over one per month.

(10) Currently, eighty-two species of inverte-
brates in the United States are listed as
threatened or endangered under the Endan-
gered Species Act [16 U.S.C. 15631 et seq.], and
another nine hundred and fifty-one United
States invertebrate species are candidates for
listing under that Act.

(11) Proper management of fish and wildlife,
before species become threatened or endan-
gered with extinction, is the key to reversing
the increasingly desperate status of fish and
wildlife.

(12) Proper fish and wildlife conservation in-
cludes not only management of fish and wild-
life species taken for recreation and protec-
tion of endangered and threatened species, but
also management of the vast majority of spe-
cies which fall into neither category.

(13) Partnerships in fish and wildlife con-
servation, such as the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Program, the Federal Aid in Sport
Fish Restoration Program, and the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act [16
U.S.C. 4401 et seq.] have benefitted greatly the
conservation of fish and wildlife and their
habitats.

(14) A program that encourages partnerships
among Federal and State governments and
private entities to carry out wildlife conserva-
tion and appreciation projects would benefit
all species of fish and wildlife through such ac-
tivities as management, research, and inter-
agency coordination.

(15) Many States, which are experiencing de-
clining revenues, are finding it increasingly
difficult to carry out projects to conserve the
entire array of diverse fish and wildlife species
and to provide opportunities for the public to
associate with, enjoy, and appreciate fish and
wildlife through nonconsumptive activities.

(Pub. L. 102-587, title VII, §7102, Nov. 4, 1992, 106
Stat. 5094.)
Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Endangered Species Act referred to in par. (10),
probably means the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
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Pub. L. 93-205, Dec. 28, 1973, 87 Stat. 884, as amended,
which is classified generally to chapter 35 (§1531 et seq.)
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
15631 of this title and Tables.

The North American Wetlands Conservation Act, re-
ferred to in par. (13), is Pub. L. 101-233, Dec. 13, 1989, 103
Stat. 1968, as amended, which is classified principally
to chapter 64 (§4401 et seq.) of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 4401 of this title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 102-587, title VII, §7101, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat.
5094, provided that: ‘“This Title [enacting this chapter]
may be cited as the ‘Partnerships for Wildlife Act’.”

§3742. Purposes

The purposes of this chapter are to establish a
partnership among the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, designated State agencies, and
private organizations and individuals—

(1) to carry out wildlife conservation and ap-
preciation projects to conserve the entire
array of diverse fish and wildlife species in the
United States and to provide opportunities for
the public to use and enjoy these fish and
wildlife species through nonconsumptive ac-
tivities;

(2) to enable designated State agencies to re-
spond more fully and utilize their statutory
and administrative authorities by carrying
out wildlife conservation and appreciation
projects; and

(3) to encourage private donations, under the
leadership of the States and of the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, to carry out
wildlife conservation and appreciation
projects.

(Pub. L. 102-587, title VII, §7103, Nov. 4, 1992, 106
Stat. 5095; Pub. L. 103-375, §6(1), Oct. 19, 1994, 108
Stat. 3495.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1994—Par. (3). Pub. L. 103-375 inserted ‘‘the States and
of”” after ‘“‘under the leadership of”’.

§ 3743. Definitions

As used in this chapter—

(1) The terms ‘‘conserve’ and ‘‘conserva-
tion”” mean to use, and the use of, such meth-
ods and procedures which are necessary to en-
sure, to the maximum extent practicable, the
well being and enhancement of fish and wild-
life and their habitats for the educational, aes-
thetic, cultural, recreational, scientific, and
ecological enrichment of the public. Such
methods and procedures may include, but are
not limited to, any activity associated with
scientific resources management, such as re-
search, census, law enforcement, habitat ac-
quisition, maintenance, development, infor-
mation, education, population manipulation,
propagation, technical assistance to private
landowners, live trapping, and transplan-
tation.

(2) The term ‘‘designated State agency’”’
means the government agency, department, or
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