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§ 679. Patents to State of South Dakota of certain 
lands in Custer State Park; reservation of 
coal, oil, gas, and other mineral rights 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to issue to the State of South Dakota 
patents conveying title, but reserving the min-
erals therein, to any unpatented lands of the 
United States held or claimed by virtue of loca-
tions made prior to March 3, 1925, under the 
United States general mining laws, within the 
Custer State Park, not exceeding a total of two 
thousand acres, upon payment to the United 
States of $1.25 per acre therefor, and upon evi-
dence being furnished that all claim, right, title, 
and interest of such claimants have been trans-
ferred to the State or have been abandoned. Pat-
ents so issued to the State of South Dakota 
shall be conditioned upon the lands being used 
for park purposes, and provide for the reversion 
of the lands of the United States in the event of 
failure to so hold and use. The United States re-
serves all coal, oil, gas, or other minerals in the 
lands patented under this section with the right, 
in case any of said patented lands are found by 
the Secretary of the Interior to be more valu-
able for the minerals therein than for park pur-
poses, to provide, by special legislation, having 
due regard for the rights of the State of South 
Dakota, for the disposition and extraction of the 
coal, oil, gas or other minerals therein. The pro-
visions of this section are limited to lands lying 
within the limits of the Custer State Park, with-
in townships 3 and 4 south, range 6 east, and the 
east one-third of townships 3 and 4 south, range 
5 east, Black Hills meridian. 

(Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 465, 43 Stat. 1185.) 

§ 680. Game animal and bird refuge in South Da-
kota; establishment 

Subject to valid rights and entries initiated 
under the public land laws, prior to June 7, 1924, 
any or all of the following described lands in 
Government ownership may be withdrawn from 
entry and disposition by proclamation of the 
President for the purpose of protecting and 
propagating antelope and other game animals 
and birds: National forest lands—Township 18 
north, range 7 east, Black Hills meridian, sec-
tion 24, south half, and south half north half; 
section 25, all; township 18 north, range 8 east, 
sections 17 to 20, inclusive; section 21, west half; 
sections 29 to 32, inclusive. Public lands—Town-
ship 18 north, range 7 east, sections 5 to 9, inclu-
sive; sections 13 to 23, inclusive; section 24, 
north half north half; sections 26 to 36, inclusive; 
and those parts of sections 3, 4, 10, and 11 lying 
south and west of the Riva Road. The with-
drawal of the lands herein authorized shall not 
affect withdrawals for national forest purposes 
made prior to June 7, 1924. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 326, § 1, 43 Stat. 634.) 

§ 681. Erection of fence by South Dakota for 
game animal and bird refuge 

The State of South Dakota is authorized and 
permitted to erect and maintain a good, sub-
stantial fence inclosing in whole or in part such 
areas as may be designated and set aside by the 
President under the authority of section 680 of 

this title. The State shall erect and maintain 
such gates in this fence as may be required by 
the authorized agents of the Federal Govern-
ment in the administration of the National for-
est lands embraced therein, or to provide ingress 
and egress to persons occupying lands within 
said inclosure. The right of the State to main-
tain said fence shall continue so long as the area 
designated by the President shall be given pro-
tection by the laws of the State of South Dakota 
as a game refuge. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 326, § 2, 43 Stat. 634.) 

§ 682. Game refuge in Ozark National Forest 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate such national forest lands 
within the Ozark National Forest, within the 
State of Arkansas, as should, in his discretion, 
be set aside for the protection of game animals, 
birds, or fish; and, except under such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary of Agriculture may 
from time to time prescribe, it shall be unlawful 
for any person to hunt, catch, trap, willfully dis-
turb, or kill any kind of game animal, game or 
nongame bird, or fish, or take the eggs of any 
such bird on any lands so set aside, or in or on 
the waters thereof. 

(Feb. 28, 1925, ch. 376, 43 Stat. 1091; Aug. 11, 1945, 
ch. 365, 59 Stat. 531; June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 12, 62 
Stat. 861.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, struck out penal provisions 
(see section 41 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure), and inserted provision relating to the unlawful-
ness in hunting, catching, etc., game animals, etc., 
under rules and regulations of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

1945—Act Aug. 11, 1945, struck out last sentence 
which read ‘‘No lands within the present limits of the 
fourth congressional district shall be included in such 
designations.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 20 of act June 25, 1948, provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948.

Executive Documents 

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION 

Lands comprising the Ozark National Game Refuge 
were designated by Proclamations of June 13, 1928 (45 
Stat. 2953), and Oct. 25, 1935 (49 Stat. 3478). 

§ 683. Areas set aside for protection of game and 
fish; unlawfully taking game or fish 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate such areas on any lands which 
have been, or which may hereafter be, purchased 
by the United States under the provisions of the 
Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven, 
and Acts supplementary thereto and amend-
atory thereof, as should, in his opinion, be set 
aside for the protection of game animals, birds, 
or fish; and, except under such rules and regula-
tions as the Secretary of Agriculture may from 
time to time prescribe, it shall be unlawful for 
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