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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 601(f)(11), Oct. 11, 1996, 

110 Stat. 3500, substituted ‘‘, or’’ for ‘‘or’’ in items 2155 

and 2156. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330004(13), Sept. 

13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2142, struck out item 2157 ‘‘Temporary 

extension of sections 2153 and 2154’’. 
1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, ch. 1261, § 106, 68 Stat. 1219, 

amended items 2153 to 2156 generally. 
1953—Act June 30, 1953, ch. 175, § 1, 67 Stat. 133, added 

item 2157. 

§ 2151. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
The words ‘‘war material’’ include arms, ar-

mament, ammunition, livestock, forage, forest 
products and standing timber, stores of cloth-
ing, air, water, food, foodstuffs, fuel, supplies, 
munitions, and all articles, parts or ingredients, 
intended for, adapted to, or suitable for the use 
of the United States or any associate nation, in 
connection with the conduct of war or defense 
activities. 

The words ‘‘war premises’’ include all build-
ings, grounds, mines, or other places wherein 
such war material is being produced, manufac-
tured, repaired, stored, mined, extracted, dis-
tributed, loaded, unloaded, or transported, to-
gether with all machinery and appliances there-
in contained; and all forts, arsenals, navy yards, 
camps, prisons, or other installations of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, or any asso-
ciate nation. 

The words ‘‘war utilities’’ include all rail-
roads, railways, electric lines, roads of whatever 
description, any railroad or railway fixture, 
canal, lock, dam, wharf, pier, dock, bridge, 
building, structure, engine, machine, mechan-
ical contrivance, car, vehicle, boat, aircraft, air-
fields, air lanes, and fixtures or appurtenances 
thereof, or any other means of transportation 
whatsoever, whereon or whereby such war mate-
rial or any troops of the United States, or of any 
associate nation, are being or may be trans-
ported either within the limits of the United 
States or upon the high seas or elsewhere; and 
all air-conditioning systems, dams, reservoirs, 
aqueducts, water and gas mains and pipes, struc-
tures and buildings, whereby or in connection 
with which air, water or gas is being furnished, 
or may be furnished, to any war premises or to 
the Armed Forces of the United States, or any 
associate nation, and all electric light and 
power, steam or pneumatic power, telephone and 
telegraph plants, poles, wires, and fixtures, and 
wireless stations, and the buildings connected 
with the maintenance and operation thereof 
used to supply air, water, light, heat, power, or 
facilities of communication to any war premises 
or to the Armed Forces of the United States, or 
any associate nation. 

The words ‘‘associate nation’’ mean any na-
tion at war with any nation with which the 
United States is at war. 

The words ‘‘national-defense material’’ in-
clude arms, armament, ammunition, livestock, 
forage, forest products and standing timber, 
stores of clothing, air, water, food, foodstuffs, 
fuel, supplies, munitions, and all other articles 
of whatever description and any part or ingre-

dient thereof, intended for, adapted to, or suit-
able for the use of the United States in connec-
tion with the national defense or for use in or in 
connection with the producing, manufacturing, 
repairing, storing, mining, extracting, distrib-
uting, loading, unloading, or transporting of any 
of the materials or other articles hereinbefore 
mentioned or any part or ingredient thereof. 

The words ‘‘national-defense premises’’ in-
clude all buildings, grounds, mines, or other 
places wherein such national-defense material is 
being produced, manufactured, repaired, stored, 
mined, extracted, distributed, loaded, unloaded, 
or transported, together with all machinery and 
appliances therein contained; and all forts, arse-
nals, navy yards, camps, prisons, or other instal-
lations of the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

The words ‘‘national-defense utilities’’ include 
all railroads, railways, electric lines, roads of 
whatever description, railroad or railway fix-
ture, canal, lock, dam, wharf, pier, dock, bridge, 
building, structure, engine, machine, mechan-
ical contrivance, car, vehicle, boat, aircraft, air-
fields, air lanes, and fixtures or appurtenances 
thereof, or any other means of transportation 
whatsoever, whereon or whereby such national-
defense material, or any troops of the United 
States, are being or may be transported either 
within the limits of the United States or upon 
the high seas or elsewhere; and all air-condi-
tioning systems, dams, reservoirs, aqueducts, 
water and gas mains and pipes, structures, and 
buildings, whereby or in connection with which 
air, water, or gas may be furnished to any na-
tional-defense premises or to the Armed Forces 
of the United States, and all electric light and 
power, steam or pneumatic power, telephone and 
telegraph plants, poles, wires, and fixtures and 
wireless stations, and the buildings connected 
with the maintenance and operation thereof 
used to supply air, water, light, heat, power, or 
facilities of communication to any national-de-
fense premises or to the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 798; June 30, 1953, 
ch. 175, § 2, 67 Stat. 133; Sept. 3, 1954, ch. 1261, 
title I, § 101, 68 Stat. 1216.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on sections 101, 104, of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 

War and National Defense (Apr. 20, 1918, ch. 59, §§ 1, 4, 

40 Stat. 533; Nov. 30, 1940, ch. 926, 54 Stat. 1220; Aug. 21, 

1941, ch. 388, 55 Stat. 655; Dec. 24, 1942, ch. 824, 56 Stat. 

1087). 

Section consolidated definitive sections 101 and 104 of 

title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., War and National Defense. 

Words ‘‘As used in this chapter’’ were inserted at be-

ginning for brevity. 

Definition of ‘‘United States’’, was omitted as cov-

ered by section 5 of this title. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology and trans-

lations.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, redefined and enlarged defini-

tions. 

1953—Act June 30, 1953, inserted ‘‘or defense activi-

ties’’ after ‘‘conduct of war’’ in definition of ‘‘war ma-

terial’’.
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