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(1) the term ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer’’ 
means a person, other than the debtor’s attor-
ney or an employee of such an attorney, who 
prepares for compensation a document for fil-
ing; and 

(2) the term ‘‘document for filing’’ means a 
petition or any other document prepared for 
filing by a debtor in a United States bank-
ruptcy court or a United States district court 
in connection with a case under title 11.

(b) OFFENSE.—If a bankruptcy case or related 
proceeding is dismissed because of a knowing at-
tempt by a bankruptcy petition preparer in any 
manner to disregard the requirements of title 11, 
United States Code, or the Federal Rules of 
Bankruptcy Procedure, the bankruptcy petition 
preparer shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–394, title III, § 312(a)(1)(B), 
Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4140; amended Pub. L. 
109–8, title XII, § 1220, Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 195.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, referred 

to in subsec. (b), are set out in the Appendix to Title 

11, Bankruptcy. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–8, in first par., inserted 

‘‘(1) the term’’ before ‘‘ ‘bankruptcy petition preparer’ ’’ 

and substituted ‘‘; and’’ for period at end and, in second 

par., inserted ‘‘(2) the term’’ before ‘‘ ‘document for fil-

ing’ ’’ and substituted ‘‘title 11’’ for ‘‘this title’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–8 effective 180 days after 

Apr. 20, 2005, and not applicable with respect to cases 

commenced under Title 11, Bankruptcy, before such ef-

fective date, except as otherwise provided, see section 

1501 of Pub. L. 109–8, set out as a note under section 101 

of Title 11. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 22, 1994, and not applicable with 

respect to cases commenced under Title 11, Bank-

ruptcy, before Oct. 22, 1994, see section 702 of Pub. L. 

103–394, set out as an Effective Date of 1994 Amendment 

note under section 101 of Title 11. 

§ 157. Bankruptcy fraud 

A person who, having devised or intending to 
devise a scheme or artifice to defraud and for 
the purpose of executing or concealing such a 
scheme or artifice or attempting to do so—

(1) files a petition under title 11, including a 
fraudulent involuntary petition under section 
303 of such title; 

(2) files a document in a proceeding under 
title 11; or 

(3) makes a false or fraudulent representa-
tion, claim, or promise concerning or in rela-
tion to a proceeding under title 11, at any time 
before or after the filing of the petition, or in 
relation to a proceeding falsely asserted to be 
pending under such title,

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 5 years, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–394, title III, § 312(a)(1)(B), 
Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4140; amended Pub. L. 
109–8, title III, § 332(c), Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 103; 
Pub. L. 111–327, § 2(b), Dec. 22, 2010, 124 Stat. 
3562.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Par. (1). Pub. L. 111–327, § 2(b)(1), struck out 

‘‘bankruptcy’’ after ‘‘involuntary’’. 

Pars. (2), (3). Pub. L. 111–327, § 2(b)(2), struck out 

‘‘, including a fraudulent involuntary bankruptcy peti-

tion under section 303 of such title’’ after ‘‘title 11’’. 

2005—Pars. (1) to (3). Pub. L. 109–8, which directed in-

sertion of ‘‘, including a fraudulent involuntary bank-

ruptcy petition under section 303 of such title’’ after 

‘‘title 11’’, was executed by making the insertion after 

‘‘title 11’’ wherever appearing, to reflect the probable 

intent of Congress.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–8 effective 180 days after 

Apr. 20, 2005, and not applicable with respect to cases 

commenced under Title 11, Bankruptcy, before such ef-

fective date, except as otherwise provided, see section 

1501 of Pub. L. 109–8, set out as a note under section 101 

of Title 11. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 22, 1994, and not applicable with 

respect to cases commenced under Title 11, Bank-

ruptcy, before Oct. 22, 1994, see section 702 of Pub. L. 

103–394, set out as an Effective Date of 1994 Amendment 

note under section 101 of Title 11. 

§ 158. Designation of United States attorneys and 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to address abusive reaffirmations of debt and 
materially fraudulent statements in bank-
ruptcy schedules 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General of the 
United States shall designate the individuals de-
scribed in subsection (b) to have primary respon-
sibility in carrying out enforcement activities 
in addressing violations of section 152 or 157 re-
lating to abusive reaffirmations of debt. In addi-
tion to addressing the violations referred to in 
the preceding sentence, the individuals de-
scribed under subsection (b) shall address viola-
tions of section 152 or 157 relating to materially 
fraudulent statements in bankruptcy schedules 
that are intentionally false or intentionally 
misleading. 

(b) UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS AND AGENTS OF 
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.—The 
individuals referred to in subsection (a) are—

(1) the United States attorney for each judi-
cial district of the United States; and 

(2) an agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation for each field office of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

(c) BANKRUPTCY INVESTIGATIONS.—Each United 
States attorney designated under this section 
shall, in addition to any other responsibilities, 
have primary responsibility for carrying out the 
duties of a United States attorney under section 
3057. 

(d) BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURES.—The bank-
ruptcy courts shall establish procedures for re-
ferring any case that may contain a materially 
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