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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 
1 So in original. First word only of item should be capitalized.

tations, see section 2421 of Pub. L. 104–208, set out as a 

note under section 1681a of Title 15. 

§ 2722. Additional unlawful acts 

(a) PROCUREMENT FOR UNLAWFUL PURPOSE.—It 
shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to 
obtain or disclose personal information, from a 
motor vehicle record, for any use not permitted 
under section 2721(b) of this title. 

(b) FALSE REPRESENTATION.—It shall be unlaw-
ful for any person to make false representation 
to obtain any personal information from an in-
dividual’s motor vehicle record. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title XXX, § 300002(a), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2101.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the date that is 3 years after 

Sept. 13, 1994, with provisions relating to release of per-

sonal information before the effective date and compli-

ance after such date, see section 300003 of Pub. L. 

103–322, set out as a note under section 2721 of this title. 

§ 2723. Penalties 

(a) CRIMINAL FINE.—A person who knowingly 
violates this chapter shall be fined under this 
title. 

(b) VIOLATIONS BY STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES.—Any State department of 
motor vehicles that has a policy or practice of 
substantial noncompliance with this chapter 
shall be subject to a civil penalty imposed by 
the Attorney General of not more than $5,000 a 
day for each day of substantial noncompliance. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title XXX, § 300002(a), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2101.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the date that is 3 years after 

Sept. 13, 1994, with provisions relating to release of per-

sonal information before the effective date and compli-

ance after such date, see section 300003 of Pub. L. 

103–322, set out as a note under section 2721 of this title. 

§ 2724. Civil action 

(a) CAUSE OF ACTION.—A person who know-
ingly obtains, discloses or uses personal infor-
mation, from a motor vehicle record, for a pur-
pose not permitted under this chapter shall be 
liable to the individual to whom the information 
pertains, who may bring a civil action in a 
United States district court. 

(b) REMEDIES.—The court may award—
(1) actual damages, but not less than liq-

uidated damages in the amount of $2,500; 
(2) punitive damages upon proof of willful or 

reckless disregard of the law; 
(3) reasonable attorneys’ fees and other liti-

gation costs reasonably incurred; and 
(4) such other preliminary and equitable re-

lief as the court determines to be appropriate. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title XXX, § 300002(a), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2101.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the date that is 3 years after 

Sept. 13, 1994, with provisions relating to release of per-

sonal information before the effective date and compli-

ance after such date, see section 300003 of Pub. L. 

103–322, set out as a note under section 2721 of this title. 

§ 2725. Definitions 

In this chapter—
(1) ‘‘motor vehicle record’’ means any record 

that pertains to a motor vehicle operator’s 
permit, motor vehicle title, motor vehicle reg-
istration, or identification card issued by a de-
partment of motor vehicles; 

(2) ‘‘person’’ means an individual, organiza-
tion or entity, but does not include a State or 
agency thereof; 

(3) ‘‘personal information’’ means informa-
tion that identifies an individual, including an 
individual’s photograph, social security num-
ber, driver identification number, name, ad-
dress (but not the 5-digit zip code), telephone 
number, and medical or disability informa-
tion, but does not include information on ve-
hicular accidents, driving violations, and driv-
er’s status.1 

(4) ‘‘highly restricted personal information’’ 
means an individual’s photograph or image, 
social security number, medical or disability 
information; and 

(5) ‘‘express consent’’ means consent in writ-
ing, including consent conveyed electronically 
that bears an electronic signature as defined 
in section 106(5) of Public Law 106–229. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title XXX, § 300002(a), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2102; amended Pub. L. 
106–346, § 101(a) [title III, § 309(b)], Oct. 23, 2000, 
114 Stat. 1356, 1356A–24.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 106(5) of Public Law 106–229, referred to in 

par. (5), is classified to section 7006(5) of Title 15, Com-

merce and Trade. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pars. (4), (5). Pub. L. 106–346 added pars. (4) and 

(5).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the date that is 3 years after 

Sept. 13, 1994, with provisions relating to release of per-

sonal information before the effective date and compli-

ance after such date, see section 300003 of Pub. L. 

103–322, set out as a note under section 2721 of this title.

PART II—CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

Chap. Sec. 

201. General provisions .............................. 3001
203. Arrest and commitment .................... 3041
204. Rewards for information con-

cerning terrorist acts and espio-
nage ..................................................... 3071

205. Searches and seizures ........................ 3101
206. Pen Registers and Trap and Trace 

Devices 1 ............................................. 3121
207. Release and detention pending ju-

dicial proceedings ........................... 3141
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208. Speedy trial .......................................... 3161
209. Extradition ............................................ 3181
211. Jurisdiction and venue ...................... 3231
212. Military extraterritorial jurisdic-

tion ...................................................... 3261
212A. Extraterritorial jurisdiction over 

certain offenses ................................ 3271
213. Limitations ............................................ 3281
215. Grand jury ............................................ 3321
216. Special grand jury .............................. 3331
217. Indictment and information ............. 3361
219. Trial by United States magistrate 

judges .................................................. 3401
221. Arraignment, pleas and trial ............ 3431
223. Witnesses and evidence ..................... 3481
224. Protection of witnesses ..................... 3521
225. Verdict ................................................... 3531
227. Sentences .............................................. 3551
228. Death sentence .................................... 3591
228A. Post-conviction DNA testing ............ 3600
229. Post-Sentence Administration 2 ....... 3601
[231. Repealed.] 
232. Miscellaneous Sentencing Provi-

sions 1 .................................................. 3661
232A. Special forfeiture of collateral 

profits of crime ................................ 3681
233. Contempts ............................................. 3691
235. Appeal .................................................... 3731
237. Crime victims’ rights .......................... 3771
238. Sexual assault survivors’ rights ...... 3772

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–316, § 2(b)(1), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 

1593, struck out ‘‘trafficking in persons’’ before ‘‘of-

fenses’’ in item for chapter 212A. 

Pub. L. 114–236, § 2(b), Oct. 7, 2016, 130 Stat. 967, added 

item for chapter 238. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–164, title I, § 103(a)(2), Jan. 10, 2006, 

119 Stat. 3563, added item for chapter 212A. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–405, title I, § 102(b), title IV, 

§ 411(a)(2), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2264, 2284, added items 

for chapters 228A and 237. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–523, § 2(b), Nov. 22, 2000, 114 Stat. 

2492, added item for chapter 212. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–359, title VIII, § 803(c)(1), Oct. 14, 

1994, 108 Stat. 3439, substituted ‘‘terrorist acts and espi-

onage’’ for ‘‘terrorists acts’’ in item for chapter 204. 

Pub. L. 103–322, title VI, § 60002(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 

Stat. 1968, added item for chapter 228. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–702, title IV, § 404(a)(1), Nov. 19, 1988, 

102 Stat. 4651, struck out item 237 ‘‘Rules of criminal 

procedure’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–646, § 41(d), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 

3600, struck out item for chapter 232 ‘‘Special forfeiture 

of collateral profits of crime’’ and added item for chap-

ter 232A. 

Pub. L. 99–508, title III, § 301(b), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 

1872, added item for chapter 206. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–533, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 

Stat. 2708, added item for chapter 204. 

Pub. L. 98–473, title II, §§ 203(d), 212(b), 1209(a), 1406(b), 

Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1985, 2011, 2163, 2176, inserted ‘‘and 

detention pending judicial proceedings’’ in item for 

chapter 207, added items for chapters 224, 227, 229, 231, 

and 232, and struck out items for former chapters 227 

‘‘Sentence, judgment, and execution’’, 229 ‘‘Fines, pen-

alties and forfeitures’’ and 231 ‘‘Probation’’. 

1975—Pub. L. 93–619, title I, § 102, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 

2086, added item for chapter 208. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–452, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 15, 1970, 84 

Stat. 926, added item for chapter 216. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–578, title III, § 301(c), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 

Stat. 1115, substituted ‘‘Trial by United States mag-

istrates’’ for ‘‘Trial by commissioners’’ in item for 

chapter 219. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–465, § 5(e)(2), June 22, 1966, 80 Stat. 

217, substituted ‘‘Release’’ for ‘‘Bail’’ in item for chap-

ter 207.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judges’’ substituted for 

‘‘United States magistrates’’ in item for chapter 219 

pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a 

note under section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-

cial Procedure.

CHAPTER 201—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

3001. Procedure governed by rules; scope, purpose 

and effect; definition of terms; local rules; 

forms—Rule. 

3002. Courts always open—Rule. 

3003. Calendars—Rule. 

3004. Decorum in court room—Rule. 

3005. Counsel and witnesses in capital cases. 

3006. Assignment of counsel—Rule. 

3006A. Adequate representation of defendants. 

3007. Motions—Rule. 

3008. Service and filing of papers—Rule. 

3009. Records—Rule. 

3010. Exceptions unnecessary—Rule. 

3011. Computation of time—Rule. 

3012. Repealed. 

3013. Special assessment on convicted persons. 

3014. Additional special assessment.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Pub. L. 114–22, title I, § 101(b), May 29, 2015, 129 

Stat. 230, added item 3014. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–473, title II, §§ 218(c), 1405(b), Oct. 12, 

1984, 98 Stat. 2027, 2175, added item 3013 and substituted 

‘‘Repealed’’ for ‘‘Orders respecting persons in custody’’ 

in item 3012. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–455, § 4, Aug. 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 554, 

added item 3006A.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

VIDEO TELECONFERENCING FOR CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 

Pub. L. 116–136, div. B, title V, § 15002, Mar. 27, 2020, 

134 Stat. 527, provided that: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘covered 

emergency period’ means the period beginning on the 

date on which the President declared a national emer-

gency under the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 

1601 et seq.) with respect to the Coronavirus Disease 

2019 (COVID–19) [declaration issued Mar. 13, 2020, begin-

ning Mar. 1, 2020, see 85 F.R. 15337] and ending on the 

date that is 30 days after the date on which the na-

tional emergency declaration terminates. 

‘‘(b) VIDEO TELECONFERENCING FOR CRIMINAL PRO-

CEEDINGS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3), (4), and 

(5), if the Judicial Conference of the United States 

finds that emergency conditions due to the national 

emergency declared by the President under the Na-

tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) with 

respect to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19) 

will materially affect the functioning of either the 

Federal courts generally or a particular district court 

of the United States, the chief judge of a district 

court covered by the finding (or, if the chief judge is 

unavailable, the most senior available active judge of 

the court or the chief judge or circuit justice of the 

circuit that includes the district court), upon applica-
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