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Committee on Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives a report detailing—

(1) the risk assessment guidelines developed 
under subsection (b)(1); 

(2) the procedures developed under sub-
section (b)(2) to ensure increased oversight of 
imported products of new importers, including 
new nonresident importers, relating to the en-
forcement of priority trade issues described in 
section 4322 of this title; 

(3) the procedures developed under sub-
section (b)(3) to ensure increased oversight of 
imported products of new importers, including 
new nonresident importers, by Centers of Ex-
cellence and Expertise established under sec-
tion 4317 of this title; and 

(4) the number of bonds adjusted based on 
the risk assessment guidelines developed 
under subsection (b)(1). 

(e) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Importer 

The term ‘‘importer’’ means one of the par-
ties qualifying as an importer of record under 
section 1484(a)(2)(B) of this title. 

(2) Nonresident importer 

The term ‘‘nonresident importer’’ means an 
importer who is—

(A) an individual who is not a citizen of 
the United States or an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence in the 
United States; or 

(B) a partnership, corporation, or other 
commercial entity that is not organized 
under the laws of a jurisdiction within the 
customs territory of the United States (as 
such term is defined in General Note 2 of the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States) or in the Virgin Islands of the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title I, § 115, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 143.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Security and Accountability for Every Port Act 
of 2006, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 109–347, Oct. 
13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1884, also known as the SAFE Port 
Act. Subtitle B of title II of the Act is classified gen-
erally to part B (§ 961 et seq.) of subchapter II of chap-
ter 3 of Title 6, Domestic Security. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 901 of Title 6 and Tables. 

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States, 
referred to in subsec. (e)(2)(B), is not set out in the 
Code. See Publication of Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
note set out under section 1202 of this title. 

§ 4322. Priority trade issues 

(a) In general 

The Commissioner shall establish the fol-
lowing as priority trade issues: 

(1) Agriculture programs. 
(2) Antidumping and countervailing duties. 
(3) Import safety. 
(4) Intellectual property rights. 
(5) Revenue. 
(6) Textiles and wearing apparel. 

(7) Trade agreements and preference pro-
grams. 

(b) Modification 

The Commissioner is authorized to establish 
new priority trade issues and eliminate, consoli-
date, or otherwise modify the priority trade 
issues described in subsection (a) if the Commis-
sioner—

(1) determines it necessary and appropriate 
to do so; and 

(2)(A) in the case of new priority trade 
issues, submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a summary of proposals to 
establish such new priority trade issues not 
later than 30 days after such new priority 
trade issues are to take effect; and 

(B) in the case of existing priority trade 
issues, submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a summary of proposals to 
eliminate, consolidate, or otherwise modify 
such existing priority trade issues not later 
than 60 days before such changes are to take 
effect. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title I, § 117, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 145.) 

§ 4323. Appropriate congressional committees de-
fined 

In this subchapter, the term ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Finance and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Ways and Means and 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title I, § 118, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 145.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of Pub. L. 114–125, Feb. 
24, 2016, 130 Stat. 127, which is classified principally to 
this subchapter. For complete classification of title I 
to the Code, see Tables.

SUBCHAPTER II—IMPORT HEALTH AND 
SAFETY 

§ 4331. Interagency Import Safety Working Group 

(a) Establishment 

There is established an interagency Import 
Safety Working Group. 

(b) Membership 

The interagency Import Safety Working 
Group shall consist of the following officials or 
their designees: 

(1) The Secretary of Homeland Security, who 
shall serve as the Chair. 

(2) The Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, who shall serve as the Vice Chair. 

(3) The Secretary of the Treasury. 
(4) The Secretary of Commerce. 
(5) The Secretary of Agriculture. 
(6) The United States Trade Representative. 
(7) The Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget. 
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(8) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs. 
(9) The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection. 
(10) The Chairman of the Consumer Product 

Safety Commission. 
(11) The Director of U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement. 
(12) The head of any other Federal agency 

designated by the President to participate in 
the interagency Import Safety Working 
Group, as appropriate. 

(c) Duties 

The duties of the interagency Import Safety 
Working Group shall include—

(1) consulting on the development of the 
joint import safety rapid response plan re-
quired by section 4332 of this title; 

(2) periodically evaluating the adequacy of 
the plans, practices, and resources of the Fed-
eral Government dedicated to ensuring the 
safety of merchandise imported into the 
United States and the expeditious entry of 
such merchandise, including—

(A) minimizing the duplication of efforts 
among Federal agencies the heads of which 
are members of the interagency Import Safe-
ty Working Group and ensuring the compat-
ibility of the policies and regulations of 
those agencies; and 

(B) recommending additional administra-
tive actions, as appropriate, designed to en-
sure the safety of merchandise imported into 
the United States and the expeditious entry 
of such merchandise and considering the im-
pact of those actions on private sector enti-
ties;

(3) reviewing the engagement and coopera-
tion of foreign governments and foreign manu-
facturers in facilitating the inspection and 
certification, as appropriate, of such merchan-
dise to be imported into the United States and 
the facilities producing such merchandise to 
ensure the safety of the merchandise and the 
expeditious entry of the merchandise into the 
United States; 

(4) identifying best practices, in consulta-
tion with private sector entities as appro-
priate, to assist United States importers in 
taking all appropriate steps to ensure the safe-
ty of merchandise imported into the United 
States, including with respect to—

(A) the inspection of manufacturing facili-
ties in foreign countries; 

(B) the inspection of merchandise destined 
for the United States before exportation 
from a foreign country or before distribution 
in the United States; and 

(C) the protection of the international sup-
ply chain (as defined in section 901 of title 6);

(5) identifying best practices to assist Fed-
eral, State, and local governments and agen-
cies, and port authorities, to improve commu-
nication and coordination among such agen-
cies and authorities with respect to ensuring 
the safety of merchandise imported into the 
United States and the expeditious entry of 
such merchandise; and 

(6) otherwise identifying appropriate steps 
to increase the accountability of United 

States importers and the engagement of for-
eign government agencies with respect to en-
suring the safety of merchandise imported 
into the United States and the expeditious 
entry of such merchandise. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title II, § 201, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 146.) 

§ 4332. Joint import safety rapid response plan 

(a) In general 

Not later than December 31, 2016, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the interagency Import Safety Working 
Group established under section 4331 of this 
title, shall develop a plan (to be known as the 
‘‘joint import safety rapid response plan’’) that 
sets forth protocols and defines practices for 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection to use—

(1) in taking action in response to, and co-
ordinating Federal responses to, an incident in 
which cargo destined for or merchandise en-
tering the United States has been identified as 
posing a threat to the health or safety of con-
sumers in the United States; and 

(2) in recovering from or mitigating the ef-
fects of actions and responses to an incident 
described in paragraph (1). 

(b) Contents 

The joint import safety rapid response plan 
shall address—

(1) the statutory and regulatory authorities 
and responsibilities of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection and other Federal agencies in 
responding to an incident described in sub-
section (a)(1); 

(2) the protocols and practices to be used by 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection when tak-
ing action in response to, and coordinating 
Federal responses to, such an incident; 

(3) the measures to be taken by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and other Federal 
agencies in recovering from or mitigating the 
effects of actions taken in response to such an 
incident after the incident to ensure the re-
sumption of the entry of merchandise into the 
United States; and 

(4) exercises that U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection may conduct in conjunction with 
Federal, State, and local agencies, and private 
sector entities, to simulate responses to such 
an incident. 

(c) Updates of plan 

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall re-
view and update the joint import safety rapid 
response plan, as appropriate, after conducting 
exercises under subsection (d). 

(d) Import health and safety exercises 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of Homeland Security and the 
Commissioner shall periodically engage in the 
exercises referred to in subsection (b)(4), in 
conjunction with Federal, State, and local 
agencies and private sector entities, as appro-
priate, to test and evaluate the protocols and 
practices identified in the joint import safety 
rapid response plan at United States ports of 
entry. 
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