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(Pub. L. 114–125, title III, § 304, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 150.) 

§ 4344. National Intellectual Property Rights Co-
ordination Center 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall—
(1) establish within U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement a National Intellectual 
Property Rights Coordination Center; and 

(2) appoint an Assistant Director to head the 
National Intellectual Property Rights Coordi-
nation Center. 

(b) Duties 

The Assistant Director of the National Intel-
lectual Property Rights Coordination Center 
shall—

(1) coordinate the investigation of sources of 
merchandise that infringe intellectual prop-
erty rights to identify organizations and indi-
viduals that produce, smuggle, or distribute 
such merchandise; 

(2) conduct and coordinate training with 
other domestic and international law enforce-
ment agencies on investigative best prac-
tices—

(A) to develop and expand the capability of 
such agencies to enforce intellectual prop-
erty rights; and 

(B) to develop metrics to assess whether 
the training improved enforcement of intel-
lectual property rights;

(3) coordinate, with U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, activities conducted by the United 
States to prevent the importation or expor-
tation of merchandise that infringes intellec-
tual property rights; 

(4) support the international interdiction of 
merchandise destined for the United States 
that infringes intellectual property rights; 

(5) collect and integrate information regard-
ing infringement of intellectual property 
rights from domestic and international law 
enforcement agencies and other non-Federal 
sources; 

(6) develop a means to receive and organize 
information regarding infringement of intel-
lectual property rights from such agencies and 
other sources; 

(7) disseminate information regarding in-
fringement of intellectual property rights to 
other Federal agencies, as appropriate; 

(8) develop and implement risk-based alert 
systems, in coordination with U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, to improve the tar-
geting of persons that repeatedly infringe in-
tellectual property rights; 

(9) coordinate with the offices of United 
States attorneys in order to develop expertise 
in, and assist with the investigation and pros-
ecution of, crimes relating to the infringement 
of intellectual property rights; and 

(10) carry out such other duties as the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may assign. 

(c) Coordination with other agencies 

In carrying out the duties described in sub-
section (b), the Assistant Director of the Na-
tional Intellectual Property Rights Coordina-
tion Center shall coordinate with—

(1) U.S. Customs and Border Protection; 
(2) the Food and Drug Administration; 
(3) the Department of Justice; 
(4) the Department of Commerce, including 

the United States Patent and Trademark Of-
fice; 

(5) the United States Postal Inspection Serv-
ice; 

(6) the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative; 

(7) any Federal, State, local, or inter-
national law enforcement agencies that the 
Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement considers appropriate; and 

(8) any other entities that the Director con-
siders appropriate. 

(d) Private sector outreach 

(1) In general 

The Assistant Director of the National Intel-
lectual Property Rights Coordination Center 
shall work with U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection and other Federal agencies to conduct 
outreach to private sector entities in order to 
determine trends in and methods of infringing 
intellectual property rights. 

(2) Information sharing 

The Assistant Director shall share informa-
tion and best practices with respect to the en-
forcement of intellectual property rights with 
private sector entities, as appropriate, in 
order to coordinate public and private sector 
efforts to combat the infringement of intellec-
tual property rights. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title III, § 305, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 151.) 

§ 4345. Joint strategic plan for the enforcement 
of intellectual property rights 

The Commissioner and the Director of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement shall in-
clude in the joint strategic plan required by sec-
tion 4314 of this title—

(1) a description of the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to enforce intel-
lectual property rights; 

(2) a list of the 10 United States ports of 
entry at which U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection has seized the most merchandise, both 
by volume and by value, that infringes intel-
lectual property rights during the most recent 
2-year period for which data are available; and 

(3) a recommendation for the optimal alloca-
tion of personnel, resources, and technology to 
ensure that U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion and U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement are adequately enforcing intellec-
tual property rights. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title III, § 306, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 152.) 

§ 4346. Personnel dedicated to the enforcement of 
intellectual property rights 

(a) Personnel of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection 

The Commissioner and the Director of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement shall en-
sure that sufficient personnel are assigned 
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