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States that is imported or exported by the United 
States Postal Service is being handled in a manner con-
sistent with international law and any international 
obligation of the United States. Section 583 of such Act 
shall not apply to such foreign mail unless the Sec-
retary certifies to Congress that the application of such 
section 583 is consistent with international law and any 
international obligation of the United States.’’

§ 1583a. Development of technology to detect il-
licit narcotics 

(a) In general 

The Postmaster General and the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in 
coordination with the heads of other agencies as 
appropriate, shall collaborate to identify and de-
velop technology for the detection of illicit 
fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, and other nar-
cotics and psychoactive substances entering the 
United States by mail. 

(b) Outreach to private sector 

The Postmaster General and the Commis-
sioner shall conduct outreach to private sector 
entities to gather information regarding the 
current state of technology to identify areas for 
innovation relating to the detection of illicit 
fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, and other nar-
cotics and psychoactive substances entering the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 115–271, title VIII, § 8006, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4080.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Synthetics Traf-
ficking and Overdose Prevention Act of 2018, also 
known as the STOP Act of 2018, and also as part of the 
Substance Use–Disorder Prevention that Promotes 
Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients and Com-
munities Act, also known as the SUPPORT for Pa-
tients and Communities Act, and not as part of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1584. Falsity or lack of manifest; penalties 

(a) General rule 

(1) Any master of any vessel and any person in 
charge of any vehicle bound to the United 
States who does not produce the manifest to the 
officer (whether of the Customs Service or the 
Coast Guard) demanding the same shall be liable 
to a penalty of $1,000, and if any merchandise, 
including sea stores, is found on board of or 
after having been unladen from such vessel or 
vehicle which is not included or described in 
said manifest or does not agree therewith, the 
master of such vessel or the person in charge of 
such vehicle or the owner of such vessel or vehi-
cle or any person directly or indirectly respon-
sible for any discrepancy between the merchan-
dise and said manifest shall be liable to a pen-
alty equal to the lesser of $10,000 or the domestic 
value of the merchandise so found or unladen, 
and any such merchandise belonging or con-
signed to the master or other officer or to any 
of the crew of such vessel, or to the owner or 
person in charge of such vehicle, shall be subject 
to forfeiture, and if any merchandise described 
in such manifest is not found on board the vessel 
or vehicle the master or other person in charge 

or the owner of such vessel or vehicle or any 
person directly or indirectly responsible for any 
discrepancy between the merchandise and said 
manifest shall be subject to a penalty of $1,000: 
Provided, That if the Customs Service shall be 
satisfied that the manifest was lost or mislaid 
without intentional fraud, or was defaced by ac-
cident, or is incorrect by reason of clerical error 
or other mistake and that no part of the mer-
chandise not found on board was unshipped or 
discharged except as specified in the report of 
the master, said penalties shall not be incurred. 
For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘cler-
ical error’’ means a nonnegligent, inadvertent, 
or typographical mistake in the preparation, as-
sembly, or submission (electronically or other-
wise) of the manifest. 

(2) If any of such merchandise so found con-
sists of heroin, morphine, cocaine, isonipecaine, 
or opiate, the master of such vessel or person in 
charge of such vehicle or the owner of such ves-
sel or vehicle or any person directly or indi-
rectly responsible for heroin, morphine, cocaine, 
isonipecaine, or opiate being in such merchan-
dise shall be liable to a penalty of $1,000 for each 
ounce thereof so found. If any of such merchan-
dise so found consists of smoking opium, opium 
prepared for smoking, or marihuana, the master 
of such vessel or person in charge of such vehicle 
or the owner of such vessel or vehicle or any 
person directly or indirectly responsible for 
smoking opium, opium prepared for smoking, or 
marihuana being in such merchandise shall be 
liable to a penalty of $500 for each ounce thereof 
so found. If any of such merchandise so found 
consists of crude opium, the master of such ves-
sel or person in charge of such vehicle or the 
owner of such vessel or vehicle or any person di-
rectly or indirectly responsible for crude opium 
being in such merchandise shall be liable to a 
penalty of $200 for each ounce thereof so found. 
Such penalties shall, notwithstanding the pro-
viso in section 1594 of this title (relating to the 
immunity of vessels or vehicles used as common 
carriers), constitute a lien upon such vessel 
which may be enforced by a libel in rem; except 
that the master or owner of a vessel used by any 
person as a common carrier in the transaction 
of business as such common carrier shall not be 
liable to such penalties and the vessel shall not 
be held subject to the lien, if it appears to the 
satisfaction of the court that neither the master 
nor any of the officers (including licensed and 
unlicensed officers and petty officers) nor the 
owner of the vessel knew, and could not, by the 
exercise of the highest degree of care and dili-
gence, have known, that such narcotic drugs 
were on board. Clearance of any such vessel may 
be withheld until such penalties are paid or 
until a bond, satisfactory to the Customs Serv-
ice, is given for the payment thereof. The provi-
sions of this paragraph shall not prevent the for-
feiture of any such vessel or vehicle under any 
other provision of law. As used in this para-
graph, the terms ‘‘opiate’’ and ‘‘marihuana’’ 
shall have the same meaning given those terms 
by sections 802(18) and 802(16), respectively, of 
title 21. 

(3) If any of such merchandise (sea stores ex-
cepted), the importation of which into the 
United States is prohibited, be so found upon 
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