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may be directed and continuous or by occasional 
verification as may be required by regulations of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or, in the absence 
of such regulations for a particular case, as the 
principal customs officer concerned shall direct. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646, as added 
Aug. 8, 1953, ch. 397, § 22, 67 Stat. 520.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on and after thirtieth day following 
Aug. 8, 1953, see Effective Date of 1953 Amendments 
note set out under section 1304 of this title. 

§ 1646b. Random customs inspections for stolen 
automobiles being exported 

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection shall direct customs officers to con-
duct at random inspections of automobiles, and 
of shipping containers that may contain auto-
mobiles that are being exported, for purposes of 
determining whether such automobiles were sto-
len. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646A, as added 
Pub. L. 102–519, title IV, § 401, Oct. 25, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3400; amended Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, 
§ 802(d)(2), Feb. 24, 2016, 130 Stat. 210.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of Customs’’ in 
text on authority of section 802(d)(2) of Pub. L. 114–125, 
set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6, Domestic 
Security. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107–296 as of 
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 114–125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L. 
114–125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6. 

PILOT STUDY AUTHORIZING UTILITY OF 
NONDESTRUCTIVE EXAMINATION SYSTEM 

Pub. L. 102–519, title IV, § 402, Oct. 25, 1992, 106 Stat. 
3401, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of the Treasury, 
acting through the Commissioner of Customs, shall 
conduct a pilot study of the utility of a nondestructive 
examination system to be used for inspection of con-
tainers that may contain automobiles leaving the 
country for the purpose of determining whether such 
automobiles have been stolen.’’

§ 1646c. Export reporting requirement 

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection shall require all persons or entities 
exporting used automobiles, including auto-
mobiles exported for personal use, by air or ship 
to provide to the Customs Service, at least 72 
hours before the export, the vehicle identifica-

tion number of each such automobile and proof 
of ownership of such automobile. The Commis-
sioner shall establish specific criteria for ran-
domly selecting used automobiles scheduled to 
be exported, consistent with the risk of stolen 
automobiles being exported and shall check the 
vehicle identification number of each auto-
mobile selected pursuant to such criteria 
against the information in the National Crime 
Information Center to determine whether such 
automobile has been reported stolen. At the re-
quest of the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Commissioner shall make 
available to the Director all vehicle identifica-
tion numbers obtained under this section. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 646B, as added 
Pub. L. 102–519, title IV, § 401, Oct. 25, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3400; amended Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, 
§ 802(d)(2), Feb. 24, 2016, 130 Stat. 210.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of Customs’’ in 
text on authority of section 802(d)(2) of Pub. L. 114–125, 
set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6, Domestic 
Security. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107–296 as of 
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 114–125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L. 
114–125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6. 

§ 1647. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 39, 62 
Stat. 992, eff. Sept. 1, 1948

Section, act June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 647, 46 
Stat. 762, which repealed that part of section 195 of act 
Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, that read as follows: ‘‘in any case 
in which there is drawn in question the construction of 
the Constitution of the United States, or any part 
thereof, or of any treaty made pursuant thereto, or in 
any other case when the Attorney General of the 
United States shall, before the decision of the Court of 
Customs Appeals is rendered, file with the court a cer-
tificate to the effect that the case is of such impor-
tance as to render expedient its review by the Supreme 
Court,’’ was repealed by act June 25, 1948, which re-
pealed section 195 of act Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231. 

§ 1648. Uncertified checks, United States notes, 
and national bank notes receivable for cus-
toms duties 

Customs officers may receive uncertified 
checks, United States notes, and circulating 
notes of national banking associations in pay-
ment of duties on imports, during such time and 
under such rules and regulations as the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall prescribe; but if a 
check so received is not paid the person by 
whom such check has been tendered shall re-
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