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§ 1606. Penalties
(a) Civil penalty
Whoever knowingly fails to—

(1) remedy a defective filing within 60 days
after notice of such a defect by the Secretary
of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives; or

(2) comply with any other provision of this
chapter;

shall, upon proof of such knowing violation by a
preponderance of the evidence, be subject to a
civil fine of not more than $200,000, depending on
the extent and gravity of the violation.

(b) Criminal penalty

Whoever knowingly and corruptly fails to
comply with any provision of this chapter shall
be imprisoned for not more than 5 years or fined
under title 18, or both.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §7, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 699;
Pub. L. 110-81, title II, §211(a), Sept. 14, 2007, 121
Stat. 749.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“‘this Act”” meaning Pub. L. 104-65, Dec. 19, 1995, 109
Stat. 691, known as the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1601 of this title
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS
2007—Pub. L. 110-81 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted ‘‘$200,000”’ for

¢“$50,000” in concluding provisions, and added subsec.
(b).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 110-81, title II, §211(b), Sept. 14, 2007, 121 Stat.
749, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply to any

violation committed on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Sept. 14, 2007].”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Jan. 1, 1996, see section 24 of Pub. L.
104-65, set out as a note under section 1601 of this title.

§1607. Rules of construction
(a) Constitutional rights

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit or interfere with—
(1) the right to petition the Government for
the redress of grievances;
(2) the right to express a personal opinion; or
(3) the right of association,

protected by the first amendment to the Con-
stitution.

(b) Prohibition of activities

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit, or to authorize any court to prohibit,
lobbying activities or lobbying contacts by any
person or entity, regardless of whether such per-
son or entity is in compliance with the require-
ments of this chapter.

(¢) Audit and investigations

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
grant general audit or investigative authority
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to the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of
the House of Representatives.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §8, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 699.)
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Jan. 1, 1996, see section 24 of Pub. L.
104-65, set out as a note under section 1601 of this title.

§1608. Severability

If any provision of this chapter, or the applica-
tion thereof, is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this chapter and the application of
such provision to other persons and cir-
cumstances shall not be affected thereby.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §13, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 701.)
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Jan. 1, 1996, see section 24 of Pub. L.
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§1609. Identification of clients and covered offi-
cials

(a) Oral lobbying contacts

Any person or entity that makes an oral lob-
bying contact with a covered legislative branch
official or a covered executive branch official
shall, on the request of the official at the time
of the lobbying contact—

(1) state whether the person or entity is reg-
istered under this chapter and identify the cli-
ent on whose behalf the lobbying contact is
made; and

(2) state whether such client is a foreign en-
tity and identify any foreign entity required
to be disclosed under section 1603(b)(4) of this
title that has a direct interest in the outcome
of the lobbying activity.

(b) Written lobbying contacts

Any person or entity registered under this
chapter that makes a written lobbying contact
(including an electronic communication) with a
covered legislative branch official or a covered
executive branch official shall—

(1) if the client on whose behalf the lobbying
contact was made is a foreign entity, identify
such client, state that the client is considered
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